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Sex abuse scandal 


‘People with learning disabilities are targeted by sex offenders because of 


,a loophole in the law, a disturbing new report has found. 


| The study, by charities Mencap, 
Respond and Voice, found that 
learning disabled people are 
four times more likely to 
be sexually abused than other 
people. 
This is partly because the 
current law allows someone 
maccused of abuse to use 
| the defence that they didn’t 
| know the person was severely 
| learning disabled. 
Each year, 1,400 cases of 
ae abuse against people 
with learning disabilities go to 
court, yet only six per cent 
‘result in a conviction, said the 
report, which is backed by the 
JPolice Federation. 
® Richard Kramer, head of 
ampaigns at Mencap, said: 
‘The extent of sexual abuse 
against people with a learning 
disability is alarming — the 
suffering behind each individual 
Statistic is even more so.” 


Kathryn Stone, director of 
Voice, added: “The number of 
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calls to our helpline from 
people with learning disabili- 
ties who have been abused or 
their carers has. steadily 
increased in the past year. 

“There are people who will 
deliberately seek out work in a 
care setting in order to abuse 
vulnerable people.” 

The report, Behind Closed 
Doors*, calls for changes in 
legislation to make it an 
offence to have sex with a 
person with a severe learning 
disability, and for it to be illegal 
fOr a Stati member in a care 
setting to have sex with 
someone they care for. 

The Sexual Offences Act 
1956 says it is an offence for a 
man to have sex with a woman 
who is known to be a “defec- 
tive.” But the man can use the 
defence that he did not know 
she was “defective.” 

Mencap wants the word 
“defective” to be replaced with 
the wording “a person with a 
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severe learning disability who is 
unable to consent to sexual 
activity”. 

In addition, the charity 
wants a new test to determine 
whether a learning disabled per- 
son was able to consent to sex. 

And it wants 
involved in the criminal justice 
system to be trained in how to 
talk to people with learning 
disabilities, to ensure cases that 
go to court are heard properly. 

The charities’ proposals 
would also include people with 
mild or moderate learning dis- 
abilities, which the law does 
not cover now. 

A spokesman for the Home 
Office said the government was 


everyone 


carrying out a review of the law 
on sex offences and intended to 
bring in legislation which 
would meet a number of the 
report’s demands. 

* Free from Mencap, 
tel: 020 7454 0454, website: 
www.mencap.org.uk 


VAT ge 


Tens of thousands of people are 
set to benefit from a govern- 
ment decision to scrap VAT on 
incontinence products bought 
from shops. 

But campaigners say there is 
still a need for increased or free 
NHS pad provision. 

The charity 
backed by groups including the 
Spinal Injuries Association, has 
created a Manifesto for 
Continence after a survey of 
150,000 people with continence 
problems, the largest ever 
patient consultation of its kind. 

The biggest demand among 
patients, 40 per cent, was for 
more public toilets to be made 
available, and six per cent 
demanded increased or free 
NHS pad provision. 

Campaigners welcomed the 
announcement that VAT would 
be scrapped for off-the-shelf 
products. Current rules allowing 
customers to claim back the tax 
have proved ineffective, they say. 

Jolyon Rose, director of 


Incontact, 


Opening the doors: Esther Rantzen (left) has joined Mencap’s 
battle to change the current law on sex offences. With her is Pauline 
Hennessey, whose late sister suffered abuse at a care home for 


people with learning disabilities. 


lifted 


Incontact, said: “Either for DDA Call 


reasons of quality, preference, 
or because they are not 
supplied enough on the NHS, 
people find themselves having 
to buy their own continence 
products. It will make life a lot 
easier for thousands of people 
who do that.” 

But he added it had always 
been easy for the NHS to cut 
back on supplies, and these 
needed to be improved along 
with appropriate treatment. 

Over 6 million people in the 
UK suffer from bladder and 
bowel problems. 

Gill Kirk, national co-ordina- 
tor of the Continence Campaign, 
salds Oday ise a teal day 
of celebration for everyone who 
has experience of continence 
problems. 17.5 per cent off the 
shelf price is going to make a real 
difference to the budgets of the 
thousands who buy continence 
pads in the shops.” 

Incontact, tel: 020 77007035 


www.incontact.org 


Discrimination against disabled 
people is ten times more 
widespread than previously 
thought, the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) has said. 
So it is calling on the govern- 
ment to implement all the 
recommendations of the 
Disability Rights Task Force, 
made in December 1999. 
Although the government has 
said it will bring in some of the 
recommendations in 2004, such 
as lowering the employer 
exemption from the law to those 
with two staff, the DRC wants 
all the recommendations intro- 
duced in new legislation in the 
Queen’s speech in October 2002. 
The government has so far 
rejected the task force recom- 
mendation to limit questions 
about a person’s disability at 
job interviews and before a 
position is offered. It also 
rejected a call to include the 
armed forces within the DDA. 
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Doing it for the kids 


Disability groups have wel- 
comed the government’s recent 
commitment to include dis- 
abled children’s issues in the 
Children’s National Service 
Framework (CNSF), to be 
published next year. 

The CNSF will set new 
national standards for all 
health and social services 


for children, and will aim to 
integrate the services better. 
Health Jacqui 
Smith said in September: “We 
are determined to modernise 
the NHS and extend new 
opportunities to those who 
have been traditionally margin- 
alised and excluded, including 


disabled children.” 


minister 


David Potter, head of infor- 
mation and publications at the 
National Autistic Society, said: 
“I hope the CNSF will iron out 
some of the geographical 
anomalies that exist at the 
moment. We welcome the move 
towards better integrated care 
and health services for children 
with disabilities.” 


In the zone: British Paralympic skiers, Steve Napier and Russe. 


Docker, launched the Snozone Adaptive Ski School at Milton Keynes: 
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or over 30 years Gowrings Mobility has supplied Chairman 

wheelchair accessible cars and people carriers across the 
UK. Today, as Europe’s leading manufacturer of wheelchair 
accessible vehicles, Gowrings has over 4000 satisfied customers 
on the road. The Gowrings range offers a whole world of 
possibilities for wheelchair users and carers alike including: 


Nationwide free test drive and demonstration service 
3 year no quibble conversion warranty 

Friendly and experienced sales advisors 

All servicing carried out at your local garage 


All right hand drive vehicles for ease of use 


The Chairman Dispatch, which can seat 
up to six passengers including two 
wheelchair users, provides all the 
comfort and luxury of a modern MPV 
with the performance of a family saloon. 


‘To find out more or for friendly 
advice as to which would suit you, 
call the Freephone number 
below for your free Chairman 
information pack, or call our 
Sales Advice line on 01635 
529500 or call our website. 


All prices correct at time of going to press 


As the worlds top selling people carrier, 
the Chairman Voyager, offers first class 
levels of equipment and carries five 
Passengers and one wheelchair user. 


Offering one of the most comprehensive 
ranges of options, the Chairman Vito 
accommodates up to three wheelchair 
users and four other passengers. 


The Chairman Multispace, in petrol or 
diesel versions, offers a spacious 
interior and has room for four 
Passengers and one wheelchair user. 


Chairman Zafira 


The stylish Chairman Zafira offers superb 
handling, comfort and performance with 
plenty of space - room for up to five 
Passengers and a wheelchair user. 


fu oO tabili ty “accredited supplier 


“This is a trade mark of Motability registered charity number 299745 
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Chairman Zafira 
because its a 
good looking, 
modern car 
which will meet 
all the special 
needs of our 
family.” 


Mrs WARNE — BERKSHIRE 


The Chairman Kangoo is one of our most 
popular vehicles with room for up to four 
Passengers including a wheelchair user. 
Its distinctive and compact design 
Provides a spacious and practical mobility 
solution at an excellent price. 


Used Cars from .... 


gowrings 
mooility 


a whole world of possibilities 


www.gowrings mobility.co.uk 
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Gowrings Mobility Ltd. Bone Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 SUE. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400 
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Join DN’s campaigns 


Questionnaires calling 
for winter fuel payments and — 
an end to parking abuse can 
be found on the DN website 
www. disabilitynow. org.uk 
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big four 
pane 
Asda, Safeway, 
Sainsbury — and 
Tesco, have com- 
mitted themselves 
to tackling parking abuse in 
their car parks more effectively. 
The news comes as an 
interim survey of 500 disabled 


drivers by the Baywatch 
Campaign found that over 
‘two-thirds had reported 
parking misuse to _ their 
supermarket, but in three- 
quarters of the cases no 


action had been taken. 

At a London meeting in 
September organised by 
Baywatch (Disability Now, the 
British Polio Fellowship, the 


Disabled Drivers’ 
and the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club), supermarket 
representatives welcomed the 
Baywatch initiative, accepted its 
requests, and will ask their 
boards to endorse them. 
Baywatch wants board-level 
recognition of parking abuse 
and commitment to provide 
adequate parking facilities 
and tackle disabled parking 


Association 


abuse. It also wants 
supermarkets to develop 
sustainable policies and 


effective strategies for educating 
staff and customers. 

DDA executive director 
Douglas Campbell said: “My 
wife came back from our 


local supermarket very upset 


Supermarkets sweet 


because many of the disabled 
parking bays were being used by 
non-disabled people. She could 
not exercise her right to shop 
independently as she could not 


park.” 
The supermarket _ repre- 
sentatives said that many 


solutions had been tried, but 
more work was needed, and a 
public education campaign 
would help. They agreed that 
competition would keep them 
on their toes. 

The group meets again on 
15 October. 

If you would like to 
join the Baywatch campaign, 
the survey form is on 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
Closing date 30 September. 
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Charity closure fear 


A charity which provides vital 
help for depressed and suicidal 
people had to shut its helpline 
and make nine people redun- 
dant because of a funding 
shortfall. 

The Depression Alliance has 
been given an emergency grant 
of £50,000 by the Department 
of Health (DoH) after its 
funding ran out in September. 

It had earlier been turned 
down for funding by the DoH 
and National Lottery. 

The charity may still have to 
close after April next year if 
more funds cannot be found. It 
is currently operating with a 
skeleton staff. 

Dr Chris Manning, chair of 


Option ina 


the Depression Alliance, said 
over the past few years more 
work had been placed on the 
voluntary sector, but without 
the core funding needed to pay 
for buildings, equipment and 


wages in order to provide 
increased services. 

He® ‘said:> We cannot 
magically create our infra- 


structure from thin air, and Iam 
sure no-one would wish us to 
use money allocated to the 
helpline or self help groups. 

“It is a disgrace that we 
are now threatened’ with 
closure. Depression Alliance 
must survive, otherwise many 
people with depression may 


ot,” he added. 


The Comfortable Wi, ity 2 


Wheelchair? 
The Gem Comfort Wheelchair 


@ Manual or Power Base 

@ Superb comfort seating 

@ Tilt in space powered or manual 
@ Paediatric, junior & adult sizes 
@ Elevating legrests 


@ Excellent posture support 

@ Fully reclining backrest 

®@ Built in pressure relief 

@ Tailored to your requirements 
@ Full range of adaptations 


Ability 2 Ltd Sterling Park Woodgate Valley Birmingham B32 3BU 
Tel: 0121 421 6070 Fax: 0121 421 4555 Email: info @ ability2.co.uk 


, O Please send me a full information pack , 
; O Please call me to arrange a FREE home demonstration I 
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Godiva gripes: Robin Surgeoner (/eft) and Tom Commerford of the 
Direct Action Network joined other campaigners in protesting 
against care charging in Coventry in September. 


New DDA guide 


Insurers should avoid charging 
disabled people higher prem- 
iums where there is no evidence 
to justify this, a national group 
has said. 

The advice from _ the 
Association of British Insurers 
(ABI) comes in a new guide to 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act. It covers life and disability 
insurance. 

The financial ombudsman, 
when deciding on complaints, 
will be able to take into account 


Benefits change call 

The government must make 
radical changes to policy to take 
account of the expected 60 per 
cent rise in the number of carers 


a charity has said. 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 


Call the 24 hour request line 
now on 08705 134130 

or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN1001, Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 
ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY FARTOO = 
MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, POWERCHAIR, 
STAIRLIFT, BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, 
BED OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR. 


whether the insurer followed 
the guidelines or not. 

While the guide sets out when 
a person can be charged a higher 
premium, it also says that 
insurers should explain why they 
have refused someone cover. 

A spokesman for ABI said 
although the guide would not 
automatically be sent out to 
consumers, it was available free 
if they requested a copy. 

*A Life and Disability Insurer’s 
Guide, free, tel: 020 7600 3333. 


Carers UK, formerly known 
as the Carers National 
Association, called for an 
overhaul of carers’ benefits after 
its research* found 3.4 million 
more people will need to begin 
caring by 2037. 

“he (Cowl! Tie Wow, #85. 
tel: 020 7490 8818, 
info@ukcarers.org 


e-mail: 


MM obility 
Products 


nee 
rH NG ra 


aoe absolutely secant 5 
10 Mobility Pro, “ii 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so you 
are less likely to get caught out. 
It’s free and it’s invaluable. You 
will be sent a copy from your 
closest distributor along with 
our popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs which 
gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before you 
choose, read and learn. 


eee ne ee 


Disabilitywow October 2001 


80% of our staff understand 


your mobility issues. 


The other 20% actually 


experience them. 


If you have problems getting around, you might welcome information from someone 
who understands. That’s why we’ve set up MAGIC, our Mobility and General 
Information Centre, with expert staff to help with any motoring and mobility need. 
If you receive the higher rate mobility component of the DLA, are elderly or a carer you 
will find MAGIC an invaluable ‘one stop shop’ for all sorts of information, for example: 

@ How to exchange the above allowance for a new car on the Motability Scheme 

e Arranging free test drives to ensure you choose the right vehicle 

@ Help in getting your vehicle adapted to suit your needs 

@ Putting you in touch with special disabled help groups and charities 

e@ Information on disabled holiday centres 


MAGIC has many special offers for recipients of the higher rate mobility component of 
the DLA. So call now free on 0800 240241. Opening hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat. 


www.fordmagic.co.uk 
Motability 


“This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 
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IB denial 


The Government has denied 
claims that aimed 
at reassessing Incapacity Benefit 
claimants may fail to help people 
get more benefits because they 
focus on finding them work. 

The new rules come into 
effect in SO areas starting in 
October. 

New claimants will have a 
work focussed interview during 
their initial claim and will not 
go for more than three years 
without having a further work 
focussed interview, a medical 
assessment, or both. Some may 
be exempt. 

Disability groups fear that 


rules 


the emphasis will be on getting 
people back to work, rather 
than helping them find out 
whether they are getting all the 
benefits or other support that 
they might be entitled to. 

Mike Hurdiss, benefits 
policy officer at Scope, said: 
“All the benchmarks are getting 
into work or moving towards 
work. There 


emphasis on 


is very little 
identifying 
people’s proper entitlements.” 
A spokesperson for the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions said there would be 
help to ensure people were 
getting the right benefits. 


Green fingers: Joanne Archibald and Ann Pollitt at Princes Park Garden Centre, Irlam. The garden 


centre provides work experience for people with learning disabilities. 


To hell and back | Self-care expertise 


A disabled woman is furious 
that it took her about 14 hours 
to get home from Edinburgh 
because an airline could not 
give her accessible seats. 

DN telephone counsellor Lin 
Berwick, travelling under her 
married name of Boyce, was due 
to get a flight from Edinburgh to 


_ Stanstead Airport at 1.10 pm, 


with Go airlines, but staff failed 


to get her into seats in two sepa- 


Those who care 

The Shared Care Network 
launched a national campaign 
in September to recruit more 
people to provide short-break 
respite care for children with 
disabilities. 

The campaign, called All 
Kinds of People, aims to recruit 
enough new carers to provide 
the 5,000 families on their 
books with short respite breaks 
from caring. 

Development worker Sue 
Mennear said: “This is some- 
thing that anyone who likes 
children can do. It is not a huge 
time commitment yet it makes 
a big difference to the families 


of disabled children.” 


Keeping it covered 

The Full Monty actor Paul 
Barber launched a video that 
aims to raise awareness of 
Alzheimer's disease in African 
and Caribbean communities in 
September. 

The video, by the 
Alzheimer’s Society, features 
black and ethnic minority 
health professionals and people 
with dementia. 

It aims to dispel stigma 
about the condition. 

Tel: 020 7306 0606, website: 
www.alzheimers.org.uR 


rate planes and she had to get 
off both. Lin, a wheelchair user 
who has stiff legs, eventually got 
a Go plane at 9.30 pm, but 
when the plane arrived at 
Stanstead, a lift was not avail- 
able and four firemen had to 
take her off 

She eventually got home to 
Suffolk at 1.20 in the morning. 

She claims she was injured as 
staff tried to get her into seats 


New story 


Disability campaigners have 
urged new Tory party leader 
Iain Duncan Smith to fight 
against any proposed cuts to 
disability benefits. 

Mr Duncan Smith beat Ken 
Clarke in the Conservative 
party leadership battle in 
September. 

He has a history of opposing 
cuts in benefits. 

He voted against the Welfare 
Reform and Pensions Act, 
which reduced the rate of 
Incapacity Benefit for new 


and is demanding compensation. 

She said: “It is the worst 
example of public humiliation 
that I have ever experienced. 
I was in floods of tears.” 

A Go spokesperson apolo- 
gised on behalf of the airline. 
She said: “There is no denying 
that Mrs Boyce had a poor 
experience on her journey.” 

She failed to comment on the 
injury claim. 


for Tories 


claimants if they had a pension. 

John Knight, head of exter- 
nal policy at Leonard Cheshire, 
said: “I hope he will carry for- 
ward those views he held as a 
backbencher and resist any 
attempts by the government to 
cut disability benefits.” 

The call comes amid mount- 
ing concern about Government 
attacks on benefits. 

Meanwhile, Tim Boswell 
has been reappointed Tory 
spokesman for people with 
disabilities. 


DN can be ordered from your local supermarket. Why not make 


things easy for yourself and pick it up when you do your shopping? 


Change 
your duvet 


cover the 
easy way 


The award-winning Rapid Duvet cover 
opens on three sides. You just unfold the 


Rapid Duvet cover, lay your duvet on top a 


and close the poppers on the three sides. 
It is really that simple and stress free! 


It is machine washable and available for 
any bed size in a great choice of colours 


and matching pillowcases. 


Y—— 


Just lay the duvet on one 
side, fold over and Duvet 
Presto your bed is made! 


Rapid DUVET 


Call now for brochure 01707 898140 


or visit www.acerability.com 


People with long term health 
problems will help train health 
professionals in the best way to 
treat conditions like arthritis 
and diabetes, as part of a new 
government plan to create 
groups of “expert patients”. 
The Department of Health 
announced in September that it 
will set up local user-led groups 
to develop the best practice for 
managing long term conditions. 
These groups would then share 
information with other people 
through education programmes. 
The plans, detailed-in a 
report The Expert Patient’, 
welcomed by disability groups. 
Lynda Finn, head of educa- 
tion and training at the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, said she strong- 


were 


ly supported the proposals, 


ey 


which she said were “a positive 
step forward for the NHS”. 

A spokesman for Diabetes 
UK said: “People with diabetes 
manage their condition on a 
daily basis, so their expertise is 
very valuable.” 

A spokesman for Arthritis 
Care said: “The person who 
knows best about the way 
arthritis affects them is the per- 
son themselves. We warmly 
welcome this initiative.” 

Pilot user groups will be set 
up between now and 2004, with 
the programme being rolled out 
across the UK between 2004 
and 2007. 

*Tel: 020 7813 3637, e-mail: 
jane@lmca.org.uk 


AFRAID OF FALLING? 


THE WIDEST CHOICE OF MULTI-PURPOSE AND SPECIALIST FOUR 
WHEELED WALKERS IN THE UK, INCLUDING WALKING AIDS 
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR THE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUAL 
PATIENT REQUIREMENTS. 


For best advice and guidance when calling, please provide height, weight 


and the condition of the person requiring the walking aid. 


Nordic Care Services 
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Becket Lodge, Harbledown Park, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8NR 
Tel:(+44) (0) 1227 479293 Fax: (+44) (0) 1227 477958 Email: info@walkeze.co.uk & 


WWW.WALKEZE.CO.UK 


NORDIC 


ima» 
SERVICES 
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Schools fear |Skydiver waits for his big chanc 


Campaigners for inclusive 
education have said the new 
government proposals for 
secondary schools will create a 
two-tier system that will leave 
disabled children out in the 
cold if it becomes law. 

The “paper, Schools: 
Achieving Success, currently 
out for consultation, proposes 
expanding a scheme that will 
create schools which specialise 
in a particular subject. But 
experts in special education are 
worried because these schools 
would be allowed to select up 
to ten per cent of their pupils. 

They will 
overlook disabled children. 

John Wright, chief executive 
of the Independent Panel for 
Special Education Advice, said: 
“T am wary of any system of 


fear schools 


selection because it has the 
potential for being used as a 
smokescreen for discrimina- 


tion.” 
Richard Reiser, chair of the 
Alliance for Inclusive 


Education, said: “This will lead 
to a two-tier system which will 
go against creating good quality 
inclusive schools.” 

He is also concerned that 

the increased role the private 
sector would have in running 
schools would lead to yet more 
selection because they would 
only be interested in making 
a profit. 
The government is consulting 
on the white paper until 7 
November. Copies are available 
at www.dfes.gov.uk/achieving- 
SUCCESS 


Tel: 0845 6022260 


A man with cerebral palsy was Z 
planning a skydive in order P 
to raise money for a £9,000 ; 
communication aid for himself, 
as DN went to press. 

Yunus Hansdot, 31, lives in 
Cheltenham and has always 
wanted to do a parachute jump. 
The charity Scope said it was 
positive that he should get the 
chance to do this. 

BucwlizesDaone, Scope 
campaigns manager, said: “A 
communication aid is essential 
to a person’s ability to express 
their views and feelings. It 
should be provided as a right, 
not through charity.” 

She hoped that the £105 
million announced by the 
government for equipment 
would improve provision of 
communication aids. 


Sky high: Hadyn Stone (eft) and Jack Uddin (right) climbed mount 
Snowdon this year with the charity Ability Exploration. 
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You will if you foster a disabled child! 


Walsall Family Placement Service require 
foster carers to offer short-term breaks 
(a day or two regularly), temporary and 
permanent care to children with varying disabilities. 


Anyone reliable, willing to 
adapt to the needs of the 
child, who has a good sense of 
humour and genuinely cares 


can apply. 


Experience not essential, as 
full training, support and 
allowances will be provided. 


Please contact 
Karen Roberts on 


01922 710751 


Self portrait by a child 
attending Old Hall School 


To make a donation, tel: 01242 
512569. See also page 30. 


Screening for hearing impair- 
ments needs to be carried out 
properly at birth and improved 
for children at school, experts 
have said. 

They were commenting on 
evidence that far more children 
have hearing impairments than 
previously thought. 

Researchers at the Medical 
Research Council (MRC) 
Institute of Hearing Research in 
Nottingham found that while 
one in 1,000 children were diag- 
nosed with a hearing impair- 
ment at birth, the figure nearly 
doubled when children were 
tested at age nine. 

The study, published in the 
British Medical Journal, looked 
at 17,160 children born in 1980, 
and studied them for 15 years. 

A programme to screen all 
newborns for hearing impair- 
ment is being put in place in 
England. Scotland, Wales and 


Northern Ireland are also 
considering improving their 
screening services. 

But MRC researcher Adrian 
Davis said he thought the 
hearing impairments picked up 
were late onset rather than 
progressive. 

He said» “We need to 
put neonatal screening in 
place and then look at screen- 
ing at school entry and as 
children move from primary to 
junior school.” 

The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People backed the call. 

Chief executive James 
Strachan said: “Undetected 
deafness in children has a 
serious and long-term impact on 
a child’s development.” 

He added that adequate test- 
ing was needed to ensure that 
children get the right help with 
communication, language and 
speech skills. 
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Accessible 


Adapted apartments & studios 
with wheel-in showers 
3 swimming pools - 1 heated to 90f. _ 
Pool hoist & water jet massage | 
Gymnasium & lava treatment 
| Therapy centre 
_ Accessible airport transfers & excursions 
Summer & winter availability. 
We arrange everything inc. flights 
Best prices! 


Tel: (01452) 740820 
rysol.co.uk 


Travelability Ltd. - Retail Agents for ATOL Holders flights. TTA R8042 


Tenerife 


Visually impaired people are a 
risk of food poisoning and over 
dosing on medicines becaus¢ 
they cannot read labels o1 
products, a new report has said 

The report, Accessame 
Written Information by th 
Royal National Institute for th¢ 
Blind (RNIB), found one in Ay 
people could be at risk becaus¢ 
of the small print on labels. 

The researchers interviewe 
two groups which include 
more than 1,000 people wit 
sight problems and a sample o 
UK adults. It found that nearly 
two-thirds of people with sigh 
problems struggled to rea 
electronic displays, making it 
difficult for them to use house- 
hold equipment safely. 

“Our general message is that 
all organisations need to make 
material more accessible,” said 
an RNIB spokesman. 
* £9.50, tel: 08457 023153. Free on 
the web at http://www.rniborguk 
/campaignlhap_smal-print.htm 


Blockade! 


Disability campaigners blockad- 
ed a council building in 
September in a bid to force the 
local authority to help create an 
Independent Living Centre. 

Members of the Direct Action 
Network (DAN) held a sit-in at 
Birmingham City Council offices 
as part of a three-day peaceful 
protest. They want the council 
to support them in setting up an 
Independent Living Centre run 
by and for disabled people. 

A DAN spokesman said: 
“Sixty people demonstrated 
and we spoke to councillors. It 
looks like the plan will be dis- 
cussed at a meeting soon.” 
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reeing personal care | Chef gets pay out 


tules allowing continued charg- 
ng for personal care, like wash- 
ng and dressing, will come into 
orce in England this October. 

The move comes as the 
scottish Executive prepares to 
yutline how it will implement 
ts pledge to provide free 
aursing and personal care from 
April 2002, with a £125 million 
yackage. 

Up to 30 charities, including 
Help the Aged, have con- 
Jemned the Government for 
‘broken promises” to English 
seople on the issue. 

The new English system will 


only ensure that nursing care is 
free in all settings. Personal care 
will be means tested. Those 
with more than £18,000 in sav- 
ings will pay the full cost. The 
government said the nursing 
care system will benefit 35,000 
people in nursing homes who 
can currently pay £500 a week 
for care and accommodation. 
But as DN went to press, the 
Scottish Executive was prepar- 
ing a response to its Care 
Development Group, which 
recommended in September that 
free personal care should be put 
in place at a cost of £90 a week 


per person, in addition to free 
nursing care. The group also 
recommended that personal care 
at home should be free. This is 
also means tested in England. 

Help the Aged called for free 
personal care in England as well, 
claiming that the system being 
introduced will discriminate 
against people with long-term 
personal care needs, such as 
those with Alzheimer’s disease. 

The spokeswoman added: 
“Help the Aged urges the 
government to recognise that 
free personal care is necessary 
for all people who need it.” 


Natural 
pain relief 


Trials into the use 
of cannabis for 
pain relief found 
77 per cent of peo- 
ple with multiple sclerosis and 
spinal cord injury were helped 
by the drug. 

Researchers -at..G W 
Pharmaceuticals* announced in 
September that 41 of the 53 
people taking part in their 
study, many of whom are DN 
readers, were continuing with 
the treatment because it had 

een so effective at relieving 
pain throughout the first and 
second phases of the trial. 

Medical director Dr Philip 
Robson said: “In some cases, 
the improvements have been 
sufficient to transform lives.” 

The third phase of the trial is 
under way and is expected to 
include up to 1,000 people. 

Meanwhile, Colin Davies, a 
campaigner for the legalisation 
of cannabis, was arrested and 
released on police bail after he 


A partially sighted chef who 
won his employment discrimi- 
nation case in June has now 
reached an amicable agreement 
for compensation with his 
former hospital employer. 

A tribunal was unanimous 
that Malcolm Smith had been 
discriminated against because 
of his sight problems. They said 
his employers at St Andrew’s 
Hospital in Northampton had 
failed to provide the support he 
needed, then sacked him during 
a re-organisation because he 
“wouldn’t have fitted in”. 

Mr Smith had worked in 
catering for 18 years when he 
took up the job at the charity- 
run psychiatric unit. He told 
his interviewers that he was 
partially sighted. Yet when he 
asked for help with paperwork 
in his new job, enlarged 


Help on the web 

Three new websites from the 
Mental Health Foundation 
were launched at the end of 
September. 

The first site, www.mental 
health.org.uk, provides infor- 
mation on where to get help 
and support, while the second, 
www.learningdisabilities. 
org.uk, offers information 
about the causes of learning 
disability. 

The third site, www.con- 
nects.org.uk, provides links to 
1,600 helpful sites and articles. 


print copies weren’t supplied. 

Witnesses told the hearing 
that they “didn’t have the time 
or resources to make arrange- 
ments to photocopy” and that 
Mr Smith “did not have a white 
stick or a dog”. 

Lynne Davies, the employ- 
ment case worker from 
Northampton Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau who represented Mr 
Smith, said his former employers 
didn’t seem to understand their 
responsibilities under the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
“T hope that they do now,” she 
added. 

Mr Smith, said: “I suffered 
depression, anxiety and a loss 
this. 
It ended my career in catering.” 

He has since found a job as a 


of self esteem from 


support worker for homeless 
people. 


Cryne steps in 

Ghristine Cryne —has been 
appointed as the new executive 
director of the Muscular 
Dystrophy Campaign. 

She formerly worked as 
director of marketing at Help 
the Aged, and has also had 
experience in the private sector. 
She will start work with the 
charity in October. 


Correction 

Jane Young works for Through 
the Roof, and not the Disabled 
Christians Fellowship as stated 
in last month’s DN. We apolo- 
gise for any embarrassment 
caused. 


NEW MODELS OUT NOW 


Curved 


Narrow 


opened a cannabis café in 
Stockport in September. 
*www.gwpharm.comlindex.html 


Telephone 
guidance 


Phone companies have until 
2 October to comply with rules 
brought in last year to make 
phone services accessible. 

To help them, Oftel, the 
telecommunications watchdog, 
has produced a guide for phone 
companies about producing 
information for disabled people 
in alternative formats. 

The guide includes advice on 
Braille, large print and text- 
phone services, as well as the 
communication needs of 
people with other disabilities. 

David Edmunds, director 
general of communications for 
Oftel, said: “All telecoms cus- 
tomers should be able to expect 
an equal standard of service.” 


Home sweet home: Phoebe Thorpe, 11, who has cerebral palsy, 
has moved with her family to an adapted bungalow. They were 
helped by the Disabled Persons’ Housing Service in Leicestershire, 


stairs? 


which plans to expand. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Italy, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is available at 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


Choose Stannah, 
unbeatable on bends. 


However awkward 
or winding your 
staircase, 
there’s sure 

to be a Stannah 
Stairlift that’s 
right for you. 


e New and reconditioned models 
e Straight or curved staircases 
e Full guarantee e Fast, clean installation 


FREEPHONE 


0800 715 124 EXT. 1927 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


Help the Aged 


Help the Aged is a registered charity no. 272786 


Please send me details. 


For my household [] For a relative [1] 

Name a x 

es Td Qa ah 
me eee SOI IS 5 

Postcode eee Tele Ms Re 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 1927, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 
Trust Stannah to make things easier. 
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Letter from Brussels 


Richard Howitt ees 


How airlines treat 
disabled passengers 
is exercising the 
European Parliament 


examinations at the airport. 

In response, a European 
task force was established. 
We worked together with 
airlines and disability organi- 
sations to hammer out volun- 
tary commitments on disabled 


n the wake of the horrific 
and tragic recent events in 
America, it might seem 
churlish in the extreme to 
question security arrange- 
ments by airlines. 

3ut this month the 
European Parliament has and other passengers’ rights. 
exposed the way spurious In the discussions, airline 
“health and safety” conditions representatives complained that 
—not security — have been used — low-cost airlines would not 
to discriminate against the comply, shifting costs onto 
disabled air traveller. 

For example, did you see 


others — an approach which still 
sees disabled people as the 
Ryanair advertising London- problem, rather than rights of 
Dublin for just £9.99? What 


the advert doesn’t tell you is 


service to all passengers. 

However, this month’s par- 
liamentary debate endorsing 
passenger rights saw backing 
for legislation which would 
outlaw charges for assistance 
given to disabled passengers 
and denial of boarding on 
grounds of disability. 

Meanwhile, a system is 
being put in place to check 
whether country-by-country 
airlines are complying with 
the promises made. 

The deadline for full com- 
pliance is 14 February next 
year. Happy Valentine? 


that a wheelchair user will be 
charged an additional £12 for 
the privilege of being escorted 
from the aircraft — more than 
the cost of the flight! 

A parliamentary hearing in 
Brussels earlier in the year 
heard countless examples of 
similarly unjustifiable treat- 
ment: disabled travellers were 
denied boarding at the last 
minute for unspecified reasons, 
forced to sign declarations that 
they will be “no trouble” or 
subjected to undignified 


Richard Howitt MEP is president of the European Parliament All- 
Party Disability Group. A full list of the airlines’ commitments can 
be found at: www.edf-feph.org/en/policy/transport/trans_pol.htm 


E-mail: ep@edf-feph.org. 


Recognising Individual Achievement 


...because as a national residential college for disabled 
students Hereward also welcomes people who are not 
disabled... because at Hereward all students enjoy 

access to a mainstream further education 7 
curriculum... because individual students need. ©, 
an individual approach. 


Vocational and academic options from Entry to Level 3 
are available in the following areas: 


Applied Science, Maths and 
Information Technology 


Business Studies 
Creative Studies 


Media Studies and 
Modern Languages if 


Basic Skills Options 


Independence Training 


Full nursing, care enabling and therapist support ~* 
is available. To find out more, please contact: 


Admissions, Hereward College, 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW 

Tel: 024 7646 1231 (Minicom Available). 


Applications from people with disabilities are especially welcome. 
Hereward College exists to provide education and training 
to its community of customers. 


HEREWARD COLLEGE ... OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE 
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No teenage kicks 


Severely disabled teenagers 
often miss out on having 
friends because the government 
and service providers ignore 
their needs, a report has 
revealed. 

The Scope report* found 
that teenagers who need high 
levels of support often become 
socially excluded. And although 
social inclusion is high on 
the government’s agenda, 
policies seldom focus on this 
group of people. 

Report author Jenny Morris 
said her work showed how 


Fun time in the sunshine: Boxing legend Henry Cooper presented the Variety Club’s 4001st Sunshine 
Coach to the Henry Tyndale School in Farnborough, Hampshire. It will take disabled pupils on trips. 


young disabled people with 
high support needs are shut out 
from society. “Their messages 
in this report show clearly that 
unless policy and practice are 
changed, they will continue to 
be socially excluded and their 
human rights denied.” 
Teenagers said their views 
were often ignored. They found 
it difficult to take part in 
normal teenage activities, felt 
unsafe and didn’t have control 


over spending money. 
Scope is urging policy mak- 
ers and service providers to find 


Hands in demand 


Deaf teenager Sarah Croft has 
launched a campaign to get 
pop bands to sign the lyrics of 
their songs when they perform. 

Sarah, 16, started the Sign A 
Song campaign with funding 
fron. (thev.Gives AOWAMGG 


Millennium Awards, adminis- 
tered by charity Scope. 
She said: “Déaf teenagers 


Passive therapy machines. 


£) n 


Wheelchairs for:- 
© Sport and Everyday us 


4 = Multi-Gyms 


Y 'y and Fitness are the Importers 

for a number of different European and American 
Manufacturers of quality of life improving machines. 
These include Wheelchair specific gym machines, 
handcycles, Wheelchairs, All terrain vehicles and 


Cyclone, FREEPOST NWW 3068, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, L66 182, 


have difficulty understanding 
when their hearing friends talk 
about pop songs. If the band 
signed the songs, deaf teenagers 
would know the words.” 

Sarah, whose favourite band 
is Westlife, added: “I don't 
want young people to go 
through what I did, feeling left 
out and different.” 


29256 


www. cyclone ts co. “ak 


Passive Exercise Equipment 
to improve Tone and Circulation for:- 


ways of meeting these youn 
people’s needs and takin 
account of their views on ho 
they wish to live their lives. 
One father of a severel 
disabled teenager said: “Th 
most important message | 
would have for services is tha 
they should make it possible fo 
young people like my child t 
have friends.” 
* That Kind of Life? £3 plul 
30p pep for individuals ané 
aid users (£12.50 to profession 
als and organisations). Tel: 02( 
7619 7341. 


Correction 
The September issue of DN 
printed two incorrect telephone 
numbers. : 

The telephone number 
for Design Go (page 24) is 
020 8906 6000. 

The correct number for the 
Disabled Living Centres 


Gouncils (@pacesup Aiaaie 
0161 834 1044, e-mail: 
dicc@dlcc.org.uk 


And other Disabilities 


Fitness Equipment % 


Handcycles 


Wheelchairs for Sport 


| would like further Information on:- 
Passive Exercise Machines 
Multi Gyms for Wheelchairs 
Wheelchairs for Everyday Address 
| Handcycling Recreationaly 


Handcycling Competitively i 
Off Road Disabled Vehicles | | 


-) Fill in This Form NOW| 
—_ Name 


| ov Den al} No! 
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T’S NEVER BEEN | 
EASIER TO GET 
INTO A PEUGEOT. 


Deciding which one is the hard part. All Peugeot models 


are designed with the less able in mind. Whichever one 
you choose you can be sure that it will be competitively 
priced and backed by a Nationwide dealer network. And 
on selected models there’s a nil initial rental. For further 


details contact your local dealer or call our ‘Motability’ 


specialists on 0645 455 466 or visit www.peugeot.co.uk 


PEUGEOT SYotability — 


Disabilitywow October 2001 


10 News 


Judging death 


A disabled woman is due to 
return to court this month to 
fight for the right to be helped 
to die. 

Diane Pretty, who has motor 
neurone disease, wants to be 
able to choose when to die. But 
her physical condition prevents 
her from committing suicide. 
On 10 October she will ask a 
judicial review to overrule a 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
refusal to guarantee her hus- 
band protection against prose- 
cution if he helps her to die. She 
is being supported by the civil 
rights group Liberty and the 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society. 

But Dr Anthony Cole, chair 
of the Medical Ethics Alliance, 


said it was a landmark case and 
that his group and others were 
concerned that any change in 
the criminal law could under- 
mine the safety of vulnerable 
people. 

A Liberty spokesman said 
the case was about one person, 
rather than providing a univer- 
sal “right to assisted suicide”. 

“It would create a precedent 
but a far more limited one than 
people have suggested,” he said. 

The Motor Neurone Disease 
Association said it did not want 
to comment on Diane Pretty’s 
situation. “We believe it is a 
matter of individual conscience 
and it is not for the Association 
to make judgements. 


Reaching new heights: Mary Middleton goes shopping at Asda using 
the Trollyvator, a scooter allowing her to reach higher shelves. It is 
part of a £2m investment by Asda for shoppers with special needs. 


KOLLER manufacture 
and sell a whole range 
of equipment to make 
life easier and safer 
for the wheelchair user, 
including: 
® Portable Ramps for 
easier access 


@ Wheelchair Headrests 
for comfort and added 
safety. 


© A comprehensive range 
of wheelchair/occupant 
restraints for accessible 
vehicles, tested to the 
latest safety standards. 


For more information and a FREE brochure 
Telephone: 01935 426695 - Fax 01935 433766 
Email: koller.engineering@virgin.net 
Trade enquiries welcome » Major credit cards accepted 
Koller Engineering Ltd. Unit 3, Edward Close, 

Houndstone Business Park, YEOVIL 


Somerset, BA22 8RU. 
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rce” Hicks, who is deaf and blind, 


Beating the traffic: Graham “G-Fo 


completed a 240 mile jetski journey from Norfolk to London to meet 
Sainsbury’s board of directors, raising money for Deafblind UK. 


Grim prison statistics 


More than 90 per cent of young 
offenders held in prisons have 
a mental health problem or 
history of substance abuse, 
a new report has found. 

Its authors called for fewer 
young offenders to be jailed, 
claiming that prison worsens 
mental health problems. 

The report, by the Prison 
Reform Trust (PRT), found that 
ten per cent of young male 
prisoners have either manic 
depression or schizophrenia. 

The report, Troubled Inside: 
Responding to the Mental 
Health Needs of Children and 
Young People in Prison, found 


that 40 per cent of young women 
in prison take medication like 
anti-depressants. 

Juliet Lyon, director of the 
PRT, said the Department of 
Health and the Home Office 
should transfer young people 
with severe mental illnesses 
from prison to health settings. 

She said: “Vulnerable chil- 
dren and young people need 
secure care and treatment, not 
punishment and neglect.” 

Martin Narey, the Prison 
Service director general, said 
that the government was acting 
to ensure that young prisoners 
received treatment in prison. 


Paper targeted 


Disabled people protested out- 
side The Guardian newspaper’s 
Manchester offices in August 
over articles they claim misrep- 
resented disabled people. 

They were angry at comments 
by columnist Simon Hoggart, 
who said he didn’t believe there 
were as many disabled people as 
some surveys suggested, or else 
he would see them “by the 
dozen” on public transport. 
Campaigners noted that trans- 
port is often inaccessible. 

In a separate article, Polly 
Toynbee criticised disability 
campaigners for having “over- 
identified” with other civil 


rights issues and for associating 
themselves with those opposed 
to abortion. 

Hoggart defended himself 
and added that he has helped the 
Leonard Cheshire Foundation 
improve its Christmas cards. 

Protester Ken Lumb, co- 
deputy chair of the Greater 
Manchester Coalition of 
Disabled People, said: “It just 
shows how they have no idea 
what the issues are.” 

Letters ( cditors worm tne 
Guardian, lan Mayes, said the 
newspaper encouraged ongoing 
debate about how it represents 
minority groups. 


DISABILITY WEB GUIDE 


INFORMATION FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, THE ELDERLY AND INFIRM 
www.carehomedatabase.co.uk 
looking for a care home ? — nationwide listings on this site 
www.cars4disabled.co.uk 
car dealerships able to help with choosing the right vehicle 
www.disabilitybenefits.co.uk 
information on benefits, plus many charity links 
www.hearingaiddispensers.com 
find your local hearing aid specialist here 
www.holidays4disabled.com 
nationwide accommodation suitable for guests with disabilities 
www.mobilitydatabase.com 
mobility equipment suppliers throughout the UK 
www.nursingandhomecare.co.uk 
providers of professional nursing and homecare services 
To add your site to this web guide please call 01253 350001 


News 
review — 
DN rounds up 
news covered in — 
the mainstream 
media over the t 
last few weeks 


Secretingredients 
The governing body of nurses © 
in the UK, the United 
Kingdom Central Council for | 
Nursing, Midwifery and | 
Health Visiting, has said that 
nurses can slip drugs into | 
food and drink if a patient 
refuses essential tablets and 
nurses feel they are incapable | 
of making a considered deci- | 
sion. The Royal College of | 
Nursing backed the ruling, | 
provided it is used only in | 
“exceptional circumstances.” 


Call the Samaritans 
The Samaritans are appealing | 
for volunteers as their number 
has fallen to its lowest level | 
since 1975. At the same time 

the number of calls to their 

24-hour helpline rose by 4 per 

cent last year. The charity 
said it would welcome more 

disabled volunteers. Potential 
volunteers should call 

08705 627282. 


a 


Measuring success — 
Scotland’s health department 
announced that waiting 
times rather than lists should 
be the measure on how well 
the health service is doing. 
The decision is “common 
sense” and will give a true 
picture of where the NHS 
succeeds and fails, said the 
chair of the BMA’s Scottish — 
Council John Garner. 


Paxil goes to court 
A lawsuit has been filed in — 
California against the makers 
of an antidepressant drug. 
A group of people who say 
that they are addicted to Paxil 
— known as Seroxat in> 
Britain — claim its makers, 
GlaxoSmithKline, did noth- 
ing to warn them about 
withdrawal problems they 
would suffer when they 
stopped taking the drug. 
GlaxoSmithKline said there is 
no evidence to suggest that 
Paxil is addictive. 


Helen gets canned 
Bookmaker William Hill has 
scrapped plans to use Big 
Brother’s Helen Adams at a 
charity fundraising event 
after she asked for £2,000 an 
hour to appear. The annual 
Man v Horse marathon, 
which will still go ahead, 
will benefit Scope. 


Health news 11 
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On your bike: Gwyneth Morse (right) with friend Glenys Roberts, had 
a stroke leaving her unable to walk. As part of a fitness campaign, the 
Stroke Association highlighted how she had relearned to ride her bike. 


Correction 
In DN September, a spokesman for the Association for Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus was quoted as saying that a study had not 
proven a link between spina bifida and folic acid. 

In fact, he said no link had been proven between the incidence of 
twins and taking folic acid during pregnancy. Folic acid taken during 
pregnancy does reduce the risk of the child having spina bifida. 


Another reason to exercise 


Many children with dyspraxia 
could dramatically improve 
their co-ordination and basic 
skills by doing simple activities 


and exercises at home, 
researchers have found. 
A new study, led by 


Professor David Sugden of 
Leeds University, looked at 
31 children with the condition, 
which lack of 
co-ordination and difficulties in 
reading, writing and playing. 
The children’s parents and 
teachers were taught how to 


Causes a 


perform basic treatments such 
as physiotherapy, which is often 
not available on the NHS at the 
frequency required to make a 
difference. They carried out 
treatment sessions three or four 
times a week. 

At the beginning of the 
study, funded by charity Action 
Research, 23 of the children 
were classified as having the 
most severe dyspraxia, but 
by the end of the 18-month 
study, 19 of these had improved 
significantly. 


Michele Lee, chair of the 
Dyspraxia Foundation, wel- 
comed the research, but added: 
“Professional assessment of 
each individual child is vital to 
ascertain the problems and to 
instruct teachers, parents 
the correct 
programme for that child.” 


and carers on 


Professor Sugden is to begin 
a follow-up study looking 
at the long-term effects of the 
home treatment programme, 
and 


whether the benefits 


are lasting. 


Heartening news 


A combination of drugs includ- 
ing aspirin can dramatically 
reduce the risk of further heart 
attacks in people who have 
undergone heart surgery, a new 
study has found. 

In the first international 
study of the use of aspirin 
together with a drug called 
Clopidogrel, researchers found 
that, in contrast to patients in a 
placebo group, the treatment 
reducedethe risk of “heart 
attacks following surgery by up 
to 33 per cent. 

The leader of the research, 
Dr Shamir Mehta of McMaster 


University, Canada, said the 
treatment could be used to 
stabilise a person’s condition 
before surgery as well as to 
keep it stable afterwards. 

The British Heart Foundation 
welcomed the research, which 
studied 2,000 people in 28 coun- 
tries worldwide, including 750 
people at 25 centres in Britain. 

A spokesman said: “This 
confirms that the combination 
of these two drugs benefits 
people at risk of acute coronary 
syndromes, such as unstable 
angina or a suspected heart 
attack.” 


New children’s guide 


A free new guide to continence 


products for children with 
disabilities has been published 
by Ricability and PromoCon. 
Available from Promocon, 
Redbank House, St Chad’s 
Street, Manchester, M8 8OA, 
tel: 0161 834 2001. 


Magnetic yields? 
The Arthritis 
Campaign has given £41,000 to 
fund a three-month study of 150 


Research 


people, to see how effective mag- 
netic bracelets are at reducing 


pain caused by osteoarthritis. 


PRE-REGISTER for a FREE fast track entry badge and seminar timetable on 0870 429 4372 or visit www.rehabandcare.co.uk 


Rehaby Care\2001 


The National Event Promoting Independence 


14 November, 10.00 - 5.30 
15 November, 10.00 - 4.00 


Hall 1, NEC, Birmingham 


Rehab & Care is no ordinary exhibition 
with loads of activities and seminars to 
attend. It is the essential event for the less 
abled, elderly and all those professionals 
in healthcare and social services. 


FREE ENTRY 

* Free Public Information Sessions 
* Test out adapted Gym Equipment 
¢ Free Wheelchair Hire 

* Try the Mobility Test Track 

* Visit the Job Shop 

* Free Show Guide 

* Advice from the Travel Shop 

* Free Special Needs Seminars 


¢ Free Professional Seminars 


| emap healthcare events 


GET INTO 'WORK, REST AND PLAY' 


Be sure to visit one of the information and 
advice centres which this year focus on 
employment, health, leisure and fitness 
opportunities: 


Job Shop in association with Equal Opportunities, 
find out about the rights within the work place, 
implementing a better working area and advice 
on finding a job. 


Gym. Find out about the benefits of exercise 
with PowerSport, multifunctional sports 
equipment will be on display including rowing, 
cycling and weights machines. 


Travel Shop. Information will be available from 
companies offering specialist holiday activities, 
respite holidays for carers, destinations and 
advice on travelling abroad. 


Kitchen. On display will be a range of 
adjustable height kitchen appliances, safety 
features and cupboards. 


PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSIONS 


These topics include an update on the Use of 
Cannabis for Theraputic purposes from Samantha 
Ridgeway, Play Ideas for Disabled Children from 
Judy Denziloe and How to adapt your Home from 
the National Occupational Therapy Advisor for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Campaign, Philippa Harpin. 


SPECIAL NEEDS SEMINARS 


Topics covered by these FREE seminars focus on 
specialist areas including Learning Disabilities, 
Hearing Disabilities, Dyslexia, Speech and 
Language issues, Cystic Fibrosis and Autism. 


Organised by: Supported by: 


e 
Bringing the community together 


a 
Dol SPAS Be ESD 
A hess 


FOUNDATION 
College of ae 
Occupational 
Therapists 
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Team spirit: Jacob Hill, two, who has Craniosynostosis, joined his 
mum and staff at SEEBOARD Energy in Hove on a football kit 
fundraising day to help children with the condition. 


Mum’s despair at taxi fare 


The mother of a young boy 
with autism has been told she 
must pay £600 a month for 
taxis and an escort if she wants 
him to go to a special school. 
Essex county council is 
refusing to pay for transport for 
Jacob Evans, five, to go to 
Market Field School near 
Colchester, because it says a 
place is available at The Leas 


School in his home town of 
Clacton-on-Sea. 

But mum Kerry Evans, 
whose older son Chris also has 
autism, feels he would get a bet- 
ter education at Market Field. 

She feels her elder son’s 
progress has deteriorated since 
he has been at The Leas, and is 
reluctant to let Jacob go there. 

She said: “It makes me very 


‘one aiasielice deni 
oe nite possibilities 


angry that I am trying to secur 
the best possible place for my 
child and I am being treated i 
this way.” 
A spokesman for Essex coun- 
ty council said: “We have a poli- 
cy of providing transport to the 
nearest available school.” : 
Hemadded] 7 (he Leas does 
provide appropriate support for 


autistic children.” | 


London | 
buses to be 
revamped 


An £84.6m scheme that will 
make all London buses wheel- 
chair-accessible on selected 
routes by spring 2002 has been 
welcomed by campaigners. | 

The project, called BusPlus,, 
will make improvements to 27 
bus routes in central and 
greater London, including 
bringing in low floor buses on 
all the routes. 

A further £110m will be 
spent over the next three years 
on another 43 routes. | 

The scheme has been intro-| 
duced by the London Bus| 
Initiative, a partnership 
between Transport for London, 
the police, bus companies and 
London boroughs. 

RADAR’s access develop= 
ment officer Alun Francis said 
the project was “a good start” 
to making all public transport 
in the capital accessible. 

He added: “It is encouraging. 
to see we are moving towards a. 
fully accessible bus system in the 
capital. This is excellent news.” 


Tracking 
down crime 


Police forces in the north and 
midlands have joined together 
to tackle distraction burglars 
who prey on elderly and dis- 
abled people. 

A sophisticated new comput- 
er system will enable police offi- 
cers to create a database of 
known distraction burglars, 
who pose as workmen to trick 
people into allowing them into 
their homes. 

Officers will then be able to 
track the burglars’ movements 
across whole regions for the 
first time. Previously, police 
forces worked independently. 

Forces in Cambridgeshire, 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, 
Nottinghamshire, South 
Yorkshire, Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire and the West 


PRIA E SONAR SER ee od tem 


Broad iano Bucines: Centre, West eld (one: South Elmsall, WF9 2IX 
Telephone: 01977 646414 Fax:01977 646416 e-mail: demo@sensoryco.com www.sensoryco.com 


Midlands will all use the sys- 
tem, which has been funded by 
the Home Office. 
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Car wars 


Proposed changes to the Motability 
scheme may spell trouble for disabled 
motorists. Rod Hermeston reports 


ince being set up in 

1978, it has supplied 

1.28 million vehicles to 
disabled people, giving them 
freedom and independence. 

But campaigners fear that 

new proposals from the charity 
Motability will result in control 
of its operations being handed 
over to its financial arm, 
Motability Finance Limited 
(MFL), which could mean a 


worse deal for disabled motorists. 


Under Motability’s contract 
hire scheme, cars are bought by 
MEL and customers hire them 
using their mobility allowance. 
At the end of three years the 
vehicles are returned and sold 
in the second hand car market. 

There have been a number 
of concerns raised about how 
flexible MFL is. Because of a 
slump in used car prices, 
garages which resell the cars 
are being increasingly stringent 
over the scheme’s fair wear and 
tear policy, leaving customers 
with repair bills at the end of 
their leases. The Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club (DDMC) 
fears MFL will be just as strict 
when it takes over this 
responsibility next year. 

Other customers have 
already been threatened with 
having their car taken away 
unless they have repairs done 
during the contract. One 
customer even claims he was 
threatened with losing his car 
over scratches around the 
keyhole (DN September). 

So the announcement by 
Motability director Noel 
Muddiman that MFL and 
much of Motability’s 
operational side may merge 
has caused concern. 

Muddiman says the move 
is aimed at simplifying the 
scheme for customers so that 
they have one main point of 
contact. “People do not want 
to be given the run-around 
between Motability and MFL. 
There would be just one 
customer focussed operation.” 

He insists that MFL would 
no longer exist, but Douglas 
Campbell, executive director of 
the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association (DDA) believes the 
plans would amount to a 
takeover by MFL. Motability 
admits that the major clearing 
banks which currently own and 
finance MFL would also own 
the new body. 

The Motability scheme 
operates on a not-for-profit 
basis and the banks receive 
only 0.85 per cent interest for 


the loans they provide, but 
campaigners still believe that 
MEL operates under a finance- 
driven culture. 

Motability’s disabled 
governors — Joe Hennessey, Sir 
Peter Large and Adrian Stokes 
—have kept a public silence on 
the matter. 

But the DDA, of which 
Joe Hennessey is vice-chair, has 


written to Maria Eagle, Minister 


for Disabled People, expressing 
concern about the proposals. 

Campbell says: “I would be 
horrified if the disabled 
governors were not concerned, 
and I would be surprised.” 

Campbell says there are a 
number of areas where he fears 
that the current flexibility 
exercised by Motability could 
be lost in any new body. 

For example, he highlights 


ai 
All smiles: Stanley Eyanagho receives his keys from Noel Muddiman (left) and MFL’s Ed Lester (right) 


control of the scheme will 
remain with Motability.” 

But Ed Passant, chief 
executive of the DDMC, is not 
convinced. He says: “We would 
need to be sure it wasn’t the tail 
trying to wag the dog, 


‘| would be horrified if the disabled governors were 
not concerned, and | would be surprised.’ 


cases where young disabled 
people need large cars for 
which they would normally be 
rejected. At present, Motability 
can still provide such a car. 

Muddiman is adamant that 
flexibility will be retained. 

He says: “Make no mistake 
that the policy, oversight, and 


otherwise it just won’t work.” 
The flexibility of MFL will 
be put to the test very soon. 
Starting in March 2002, MFL 
will take responsibility for 
selling cars at the end of their 
leases, rather than the dealer. 
With 500 cars coming their way 
for resale every day, MFL will 


be the biggest second-hand car 
retailer in the country. 

Fifteen weeks before a car is 
due to be returned, customers 
will be asked to take their cars in 
for an MOT and inspection, and 
they will have to make repairs 
before they get a new car. 

Peter Clery, a Motability 
customer and vice chair of the 
charity Scope, fears some people 
will fail to get their cars checked 
or repaired on time and will be 
powerless to argue about it. 

He says: “If you hold up the 
system, you are holding up 
your own vehicle and could be 
left without one at the end of 
that lease.” 

Muddiman argues that the 
new system will ensure checks 


and repairs can be done well in 
advance so people get their new 
cars on time. 

He says the scheme must 
ensure that people have damage 
outside their normal wear and 
tear repaired to get the best 
resale price and keep costs 
down. “There is no pot of gold 
to meet losses on the scheme. 
If the scheme is not financially 
viable, it stops.” 

He insists that MFL has no 
reason to tighten up the rules 
since it makes no profit. 

But campaigners are 
suspicious of MEL. If it gains 
more control, they will be 
demanding reassurances that 
Motability really will continue 


to put customers first. 


SEE OUR EXTENSIVE 


FIAT FIORINO 


RANGE OF USED 


eae 


CUME ALONG AND TALK TO UNIVERSAL MOBILITY. 
Let us get you mobile with one of _ 
our top quality used vehicles... 

No reasonable offer refused! 


“A universal new way to enjoy your freedom” 
The new freedom range from universal. 


SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 =: 


END OF SUMMER 


COME AND 


*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charitynumber 299745 used under licence 


UNIVERSAL 
MOBILITY SAY... 
Don’t think about it 

Ask about it..! 


NEW 
RENAULT 
KANGOO 


CITROEN 
BERLINGO 


SMotability’ 


ACCREDITED 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 


n O 


nonsense 


vehicle 


Tel: 01484 400795 ° Fax: 01484 4.00796 * Website: www.unimob.co.uk 


conversions 
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As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


INVATRAVEL 


Caravelle CONVERSIONS LTD 
e Various access options available Established 1983 


e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering suspension 97 Lytham Road, 
ote. : : Southport, 
e Prices nom AUS on the fee Merseyside PR9 9UG 
e Conversions for inde percent! ae Telephone: 01704 506608 
e Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 
; Fax: 01704 506607 
* 6-way drivers seat, remote door i 
and lift operation E-mail: sales@invatravel.com — 


www.invatravel.com 


Caddy www.scoot.co.uk/ 
e Power steering and driver's airbag invatravel_conversions 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 

and door mirrors Caddy now on 
e Remote central locking contract hire scheme 


¢ 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 
diesel engines 3 “Tes, 
e Lowered floor for rear ramp access 
¢ Seats up to four plus wheeichair | 
passenger 
Prices from £13,595 ‘S’ model | 
to £14,490 ‘SE’ model | 
‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


hee died Ee 


Invatravel are 
agents for superior Steplessi 


portable telescopic alloy 


wheelchair ramps from £195.00. [i Commercial 
Vehicles 
Used converted caravelles in stock — call us for details Recognised Convertor 


Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: e We stock machines that carry up 
e A caring service from a family to 32 stone and can go from 

run business. 10-35 miles on one charge 
e Unique price guarantee that you e Automatic battery charge 

can’t buy cheaper anywhere. included. 


¢ Up to 8mph for road use. e All major credit cards accepted. 
e Free home assessments. 


¢ Free 12 months insurance on We buy second-hand electric 


new models. wheelchairs and scooters. 
e No VAT 


¢ No driving license required. 
¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE Pp owerchair 


OSO0 0746834 vos consurrants 
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100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
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avid Constantine is a 
quiet sort of bloke who 
works in a quiet office 


down a quiet country lane. 
But Constantine, 41, is 

at the hub of a little known, 

west country charity called 

Motivation, which has helped 

supply 18,000 wheelchairs in 


developing countries worldwide. 


He is a co-founder, and 
now executive officer, of the 
charity which celebrates its 
tenth anniversary this year. 

It was not meant to be this 
way. David trained as a farmer. 
But in between farm jobs in 
Australia, David — who enjoyed 
surfing and diving — broke his 
neck in a diving accident at 
the age of 21. He spent the 
next 10 months in hospital. 

Gradually, the muscles 
began to recede. 

“Getting up in a wheel- 
chair the first time was 
painful. Looking at myself in 
the mirror, | literally looked 
like something out of a 
concentration camp.” 

David can move his arms, 
but does not return my grip 


when we shake hands. He can’t. 


r Motivator 


injured people in Bangladesh 
changed all that. 

“Not many people survive 
very long because of the things 
that used to kill people here 
50 years ago, like lack of 
antibiotics or pressure sores. 
Pve met people who have been 
in bed for five years,” he says. 

“T thought ‘my God, how 
easy has my life been through 
this process?’ I was helicoptered 
to hospital, got good rehab and 
was helped back into society. 
Sure, the bank is not accessible 
and the high street is a bit of a 
pain in the arse, but to be 
honest my life is pretty easy in 
the UK. It had not been a great 
calling to do humanitarian 
work but suddenly it mattered 
big time to all of us.” 

Motivation goes to 
developing countries and 
sets up workshops with 
local partners. They then 
design wheelchairs to be 
made locally and train local 
staff before handing the 
project over to them. 

The project then becomes 
self sustaining. So far, 
Motivation has set up projects 


‘We try to encourage people to be confident enough 
to say that as a disabled person, they have the right 
to work and live like any able bodied person.’ 


After his accident, it was 
the simple things he missed 
most rather than the obvious 
“he-man” stuff, he says. 

“Farming, surfing, and 
diving were not the things 
that were most difficult to give 
up. It was my independence. 
Going for a walk on my own. 
Getting up when I felt like it.” 

He was determined to be 
financially independent and, 
mainly because he could type, 
did a degree in computing and 
accountancy. He later started 
work on software products for 
IBM. But his heart was not in 
it, so he went back to doa 
course in computer design 
at the Royal College of Art. 

And there his future course 
was set out for him, almost by 
accident. 

During his first year, he 
and fellow student Simon Gue 
won the annual Frye Memorial 
Award which that year required 
students to design a wheelchair 
for developing countries. 

The two of them went with 
another friend Richard Frost to 
build the chair in Bangladesh, 
and they were asked to return 
and build more of them. In 
1991 they set up Motivation. 

It was not the result of a 
burning passion initially, but 
seeing the plight of spinally 


in 14 countries and its annual 
turnover is £1 million. 

Generally, facilities are 
poor in developing countries, 
with ramps and adapted 
bathrooms not an option 
for most disabled people; 
families are their only support. 

Motivation does not 
just build wheelchairs, it 
rehabilitates and educates 
disabled people. 

“A lot of people lack the 
confidence to leave their home, 
or don’t think that they are 
worth anything because society 
told them so,” says David. 

While families may be the 
only source of support, they 
too can have very negative 
attitudes about disability and 
hold their relatives back. 

Motivation tries to educate 
disabled people in order to help 
them change attitudes. 

“We try to encourage people 
to be confident enough to say 
that as a disabled person, they 
have the right to work and live 
like any able bodied person.” 

Of course there is a long way 
to go in educating people and 
in building wheelchairs. Twenty 
million wheelchairs are needed 
worldwide. 

In an attempt to meet some 
of that demand, Motivation 
plans to start supplying 10,000 


Ten years ago, David Constantine set out to 
provide wheelchairs to disabled people in 
developing countries. Rod Hermeston looks 
at the man behind Motivation 


ready-to-construct wheelchairs 


the scheme in his photography. 

He rigs a camera on his chair 
because he cannot hold it. 

But it is not all work and no 
play. He recently bought a 
Power Trike, an electrical 
attachment which turns a 
wheelchair into a trike and can 
go over rough terrain. It won 
the Tomorrows World Inventive 


Design Award this year. 
Somehow this seems fitting 
for the man who has brought 
so much freedom to others. 
“It goes on grass and up 
hills and beaches. Places I 
have not been for years. I love 
it. It has changed my life.” 
Motivation, 01275 464012 
www.motivation.org.uk 


a year, a five-fold increase on 
current output. 

David clearly loves the work 
and combines it with another 
interest. He is a semi- 
professional photographer 
and takes all the photographs 
for Motivation. He prefers to 
emphasise the positive aspects of 


Affordable, accessible cars 


Quality new and used wheelchair —@ 
access cars from =p pak ree 


GM Coachwork lid ===< 


The Fiat Utah and Montana range of cars. 
Quality seating for 5 plus generous, easy wheelchair 
access. 

50mpg turbo diesels, air conditioning and full electric pack. 
From £18,000 on the road. 


The South West’s hest collection of quality used cars 


Ford Courier automatic, ’99 V, 1.3 petrol. 6,600 miles, pas, low floor conversion. £9,500 

MB Vito Traveliner automatic, ’99 T, diesel. 28k miles, blue, 5 seats plus w/chair, rear ramp. £14,500 
Ford Courier 1300, 95 M. 28k miles, 4 seats, low floor. £4,950 

Ford Courier automatic, 96 P, petrol. 25k miles, red, low floor. £7,500 
Austin Metro, ’86 C, Poynting. 61k miles, 
blue, low floor, customer’s car. £500 


Plus others from £2,000 


Ring 01626 853050 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Teign Valley 
Trusham, Newton Abbot Gj 
Devon T1013 ONX “2 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


AY otability 


ACCREDITED 
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Deaflympics disaster 


The prestigious Deaflympics 


mistakes and disorganisation, a 
deaf sports body has said. 
Acording to Jack Kirk, vice 
chairman of the British Deaf 
Sports Council, transport was so 
unreliable that athletes had to 
take taxis to events to avoid 
being late, while others had to 
travel 40 miles to their venue . 
He said most British athletes 
seemed disappointed with the 
lack of organisation of the event. 
Complaints included results 


Golfin 


Jim Gales won this year’s 
British Open Blind Golf 
Championship by the largest 
margin since 1987. 

He came first with a score of 
129, 15 under par and 17 shots 
clear of his nearest rivals. Susan 
Loudoun-Reid, the only woman 
in the competition, and Derek 
Field both scored 146 and 
shared the runner-up position. 

Jim, from Fife, was “elated” 
to win the competition, held in 
August, especially since he felt 
he had been playing badly in 
contests this year. 

Hessard-e* Thetactslswon 
didn’t sink in for a few days, 
but now I’m chuffed to bits. 

Jim added: “I went there 
thinking that if I could get into 
the top ten or even the top 15, 
I'd be overjoyed, so I am elated.” 


not being confirmed for days, 
electronic scoreboards not work- 
ing and a lack of programmes. 

Also, the stadiums were 
often empty, while other venues 
were unsuitable. 

Mr Kirk said: “Table tennis 
was conducted in a hothouse of 
a building, which was quite 
unsuitable, and badminton was 
conducted 40 miles away.” 

Hem added) that. table 
tennis players did get rest 
periods, but the building was 
very hot and that may have 


glory 


Other winners were Jim 
O’Brien from Market 


Harborough, who took the prize 
for the best gross score by a 
totally blind golfer, and Andy 
Gilford from Darwen, who had 
the best gross score for a visually 
impaired golfer. 


Ne 


Putt it there: Jim Gales in action 


West Sussex coast 


Homes for young people with 
physical disabilities ....... 


easy access to shops, 
cafes, pubs..... 


adapted transport for 
cinemas, concerts, 
clubs and colleges. 


affected their performance. 

“On the whole, it was a real 
nightmare,” he added. “It’s 
strange that a well known 
country can be as big a let 
down as this.” 

The UK team won two silver 
medals, in the men’s 200 metre 
and 100 metre swimming 
relays. The athletes also 
achieved bronze medals in the 
badminton ladies’ doubles, the 
ladies’ 200 metre butterfly, the 
ladies’ tennis doubles and the 
mixed tennis doubles. 


Metro mauling 
for Lancashire 


The London Metros cricket 
team trounced the Lancashire 
Galloways in the final of the 
prestigious British Blind Sport 
Knockout Cup in August. 

They won the game at Lords 
by eight wickets with only one 
man out, while the Galloways 
were all out for 38. 

But while they may have lost 
the match, the Galloways were 
nonetheless pleased to make 
the finals because they were 
only formed in May. 

Team spokesman Tom 
Walkertsaid:, “le@iststillees 
wonderful achievement for the 
Galloways to have reached this 
stage in only the first season of 
existence, and something of 
which we are truly proud.” 


the 
UK's Premier event 


... dedicated to children with disabilities 


Among sporting events being 
heldwsinmiOctobenmaressthe 
European athletics marathon 
championships in Slovakia 
(S-8 October) and the Disability 
Sport England National 
Snooker Championships in 
Swindon (13-14 October). 


Ace: Andrew McLeod tried his hand at tennis at the annual Limbs 
with Attitude event in Scotland this August. The day was organised 
by the Murray Foundation for amputees to try a variety of sports. | 


Events to look out for 


British Blind Sport will host 
the following goalball events: 
the autumn terms schools cham- 
pionship in Stafford (6 October), 
the development teams’ tourna- 
ment in Rochdale and the South 
East regional tournament in 
Surrey (both on 13 October). 


31st October & 1st November 
Reebok Stadium, Bolton (Junction 6, M61) 


° free entry 
e free parking 


order your FREE tickets now, 


call the hotline 01282 455528 


for the latest exhibitor information and | — 


entertainment programme, log onto 


www. kidequip.co.uk 


To find out more 
Gill Donovan 
on 01243 672989 


Registered charity no. 299206 


= Wariety Club 


The Greatest Children’s Charity in the World 
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Birth 

I was born at 1.25 am on 

26 July 1969 at Glossop 
Terrace Hospital in Cardiff. 

My mum, Sulwen, admits 

that if she’d known I was 
disabled beforehand she’d have 
had an abortion. She thinks it is 
wrong to knowingly bring a 

disabled child into the world 

because of the pressures it can 
put on a family. That was before 

she knew me. I wasn’t Tanni 
then. I don’t get worked up or 
angry about that, because if I’'d 
been aborted I wouldn’t have 
known anything about it. My 
mum’s view is her own personal 


one and doesn’t worry me. 

The doctor told my dad, 
Peter, that if they were down to 
have a spina bifida baby he 
should get down on his knees 
and thank God that I only had 
a mild form. 

The first thing mum asked 
was, “Will she be able to have 
children?” It was a bizarre 
question, but the doctor said, “I 
suppose so,” and mum was 
fairly satisfied. She didn’t really 
want to know too much 
because she would have worried 
herself sick and, anyway, all I 
had was a small lump on my 
back the size of a boiled egg. 


Getting going 

I don’t remember a time 

when I wasn’t involved in 
sport. Like most kids, I started 
off by doing stuff at junior 
school. Things like rounders, 
netball and little PE lessons. 
When I moved up to St. Cyres, | 
wasn’t allowed to stay in main- 
stream school for PE. I was 
meant to go back to the special 
school, but I didn’t like it 
because I didn’t know most of 
the kids. They were doing daft 
things like musical movement 
and pretending to be trees. I 


hated it. I wanted to do the 
good stuff. 

The mainstream school had a 
swimming pool. One day when 
I was eleven I was watching the 
kids swim and the PE teacher, 
Mrs Cogbill, saw me. I wasn’t 
meant to be there and she was a 
very scary woman. I was 
constantly terrified of her. She 
looked at me carefully and then 
said, “Have you got a swimming 
costume?” 

“Yes,” I croaked. 

“Well, bring it next weekend 
and get in the pool.” 

So I started swimming a lot. 


Marrying lan 

We decided to get married 
@.. 1 May 1999. We knew 
2000 would be too busy with 
Sydney and we both felt it was 
the right time. The date was 
governed by our respective com- 
petition schedules and we set- 
tled on that one because it was 
two weeks after London and 
wouldn’t disrupt the track sea- 
son. Ian’s main concern was the 
time of day we got married 
because he wanted to go train- 
ing in the morning. Originally, 
there was going to be a track 
race on the day of the wedding 
and Ian reasoned that we could 
get them to put the races on in 
the morning, which would 
mean we could still make the 
wedding in the afternoon. 

I considered what he said 
and said to mum, “We could 
do it. Shower at the track, hair- 
dresser’s on the way home, 
make-up at home, stick my 
dress on, church.” 

“You have to be joking,” she 
said. Her face was a picture. 

“IT was,” I replied. “Honest.” 
The meeting got cancelled 
which was probably just as well. 

Walking down the aisle was 
quite emotional and, when I 


Seizing the day 


What does Paralympic gold medallist Tanni Grey-Thompson 
think about disability, her marriage and winning? Here are a few 
extracts from her new autiobiography 


got to the end, Jan turned and 
looked at me. “You look 
beautiful,” he said. It’s the 
most romantic thing he has 
ever said to me and he 
certainly hasn’t said it since. 


Winning at Sydney 

The day of the 800 metre 
final I went down to 
breakfast and managed to keep 
it down until lunch. I sat with 
Stephen Herbert, Dan and 
Danny [team mates] and every- 
thing seemed to be okay. Then I 
puked. Typical. I went down to 
the track at 4 pm and Dan 
warmed up with me. Then it 
was time and we went to the 
call room where you are held 
until the race. It was cold in 


there and we had to have all 
branding taped up again. 

It was a strange race. Cheri 
Blauwett didn’t go off too hard 
and, although I hadn’t planned 
to, I made a quick decision to 
hit the front. It worked and I 
kicked really hard at 400 metres. 
L used the television screens at 
each end of the stadium to see 
where everybody else was. That 
was a big help. I crossed the line 
first and just felt very calm. I 


watched the re-run of the race 
on the screen. I went to find 
Sian and James [Tanni’s sister 
and brother in law], and Sian 
threw me her mobile phone so I 
could ring Ian. It’s illegal to have 
phones on the track but I didn’t 
care. Then he rang mum and we 
all spoke. It was such a high. 

Deep down I expected to win 
the 200 metres and 400 metres, 
but I was only 50:50 as regards 
the 800. 

At the medal ceremony Sian 


‘| keep working hard at telling people that I’m not 


for someone who had overcome 
adversity and I don’t think that 
applies to me. If it had been the 
Helen Rollason Award for any- 
thing else, it would have been 
amazing to win it because | 
thought so much of her as a per- 
son. 

I keep working hard at 
telling people that I’m not 
struggling against the odds but 
I can’t escape it. Disability does 
not fit into adversity but they 
are always linked together. 


struggling against the odds but | can’t escape it. 
Disability does not fit into adversity but they are 


always linked together.’ 


rang mum on my mobile phone 
so that she and dad could hear 
it live. When I saw Sian 
afterwards she had a sheepish 
grin on her face. “I think you 
might have a big bill when you 
get home,” she said. 


Helen Rollason award 

When they announced | 
o was the winner of Helen’s 
award I didn’t feel very comfort- 
able. It was billed as an award 


In Sydney the Paralympics 
had been marketed as a 
sporting event, pure and 
simple. Nobody asked “What 
have you had to overcome in 
your disability?” It was, “What 
have you had to overcome as an 
athlete?” It was a refreshing 
approach. 

Seize the Day (£19.99, Hodder & 
Stoughton), will be published on 
4 October. See page 47 to win one 
of 12 free copies. 


“IT’S ALL SO 
EASY NOW" 


The Euroflex Compact electric 
wheelchair helps you get on top 
of those everyday difficulties 


Compact base and front wheel drive 


for easy operation at home or in the 


workplace 


For full information call 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


Comfort and stability outside even 
over rough or uneven ground 


Easy access through confined or 


narrow Spaces 


Powered seat lift adjustment as 


standard 


Optional powered tilt, recline 
and footrest elevation, and choice 


of seats 


or write to: 


AINBOW 
EHAB 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 


www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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18 Motoring 


How to get the 
best deal from 
Motability 


Shopping around can save you a 
lot of money, says DN’s motoring 
correspondent Douglas Campbell 


@ Do you think you have paid 
too much for a car on the 
Motability contract hire 
scheme? 

@ Have you just gone for the 
same car as you had last time? 

@ Have you assumed the car 
you chose is the cheapest? 

@ Have you assumed the 
salesman would tell you if 
there were lower cost 
alternatives? 

If you have answered “Yes” 
to any of these questions, 
or are not sure, read on. 

Prices on the Motability 
contract hire, sometimes called 
lease, scheme change every 
month. They are based on 
complicated calculations about 
the price, discount available, 
maintenance costs, insurance 
and the estimated value of the 
vehicle at the end of the three 
year contract. The suppliers 
submit new prices and 
discounts each month and 
Motability Finance Limited 
then calculates the final figures. 

Discounts can change often 


Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP. 


Gy CHARTWELL @, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established over 35 years 


Shown below are just some of the special facilities available 


Motor insurance including adapted vehicles 
Legal protection cover included with the option of 
including RAC cover for £49 


Household buildings and contents cover 


Travel insurance 


Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs 


Commercial insurance 


For a competitive quotation, contact us on: 


020 8958 0900 


Visa, Mastercard and Switch cards are accepted 
Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane 


because they reflect the desire 
of the supplier to manipulate 
the market. They may want 
to sell more, or less, of a 
particular model. They 

may have excess stock of a 
particular model, or a 
variant of a model. A new 
model may be due to be 
launched to replace the 
existing model. They may 
simply want more sales. 

The amount of the advance 
rental or deposit may vary and 
if the advance rental is nil the 
actual weekly amount paid 
may be less than the full 
amount of the higher rate 
mobility component of 
Disability Living Allowance. 

Some examples are — 

The fixed weekly rental for 
a 3 door Volkswagen Lupo is 
£30.75, whereas that for a 
3 door Renault Clio is £35.47. 
Both are similar cars and have a 
nil advance rental. This means 
the Lupo will cost £736 less 
than the Clio over the three year 
contact. This is enough to pay 


MEMBER 
CG 
f 


General Insurance 
STANDARDS COUNCIL 


for the petrol for 9,500 miles, or 
60 miles each week. The normal 
list price of both cars is almost 
the same, but you do get 
metallic paint with the Clio. 

For a 5-door car you can 
choose between the Vauxhall 
Corsa at £32.99 per week or 
the Peugeot 106 at £36.96 — 

a saving of £619 on the Corsa, 
which would cover petrol for 
nearly 7,500 miles. The Corsa 
even includes metallic paint. 
The normal list price of the 
Corsa is nearly £900 more than 
the Peugeot. 

If your choice is a 3-door 
with automatic transmission, 
you will find the Volkswagen 
Lupo at £35.84 per week. The 
similar Citroen Saxo requires 
£38.65 per week plus an 
advance rental of £199, total 
extra cost £637. The normal list 
price is identical if you ignore 
the metallic paint on the Saxo. 

For a large estate car, the 
differences are even larger. The 
Nissan Primera estate requires 


advance rental of £1,583, but 
you could easily pay £3,300 if 
you chose the Ford Mondeo 
estate. The saving of £1,717 
would buy enough petrol to 
cover over 17,000 miles. The 
normal purchase price of the 
Mondeo is only £700 more 
than the Primera. 

If you shop around you will 
find similar differences in all 
categories of car available on 
the Motability scheme. Much 
bigger differences can be found 
as the examples quoted are 
from the best value models in 
each group. 

A selection of the best prices 
in each category is published 
monthly. It is available from 
Motability (tel: 01279 635666), 
or on the Motability Finance 
website (wzww.mfl.co.uk). 

The printed list also gives 
contact phone numbers for 
each make of car, so you can 
obtain prices for all models 
on offer. 

The price of the car you 


choose is guaranteed for three 
months from the day your 
agreement is printed by 
Motability. This means you can 
ensure the correct price without 
waiting until the last minute. 

Shopping around may be 
time consuming, but a lot of 
money can be saved by 
choosing carefully. But do 
remember that you must also 
ensure the car you choose 
meets your needs in all other 
ways, including getting in and 
out and stowing any mobility 
equipment. 

Remember too that 
sometimes a car will seem 
cheap, but high fuel 
consumption will make it a 
poor buy over time. Official 
fuel consumption figures are 
published in brochures and 
magazines. 

Prices quoted were taken from 
the September 2001 Motability 
price list and from What Car 
magazine, October 2001, 
www.whatcar.com. 
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A Choice from Brotherwood 


Side by side - Fianco a fianco 


The Brotherwood conversion of the award winning Fiat Multipla, a car conversion which offers excellent visability, 

comfort and safety for the wheelchair passenger travelling in their own wheelchair, “side by side” with the driver. 
Conversion retaining standard roof - 56” (1420mm) internal headroom. 
Conversion with raised roof 63” (1600mm) internal headroom. 


Rear access with shallow manual counter-balanced ramp 
low & level floor through to forward position. 


ora Family solution 


Brotherwood conversion of the 
I bb \ Fiat Muttipla in current development 
= & test programme. V.C.A. Type 
= eo THE SURE OE AEG Approval under application. 


RENAULT KANGOO 


Brotherwood conversion of the 
Renault Kangoo. Diesel and 
Automatic available. V.C.A. 
LAs eel a Type Approval under application. 


Kangoo from £13,637.96 
Samana - Petrol 1.4 RN - Manual 5 speed or 


Automatic, Diesel available. Low & Level floor (61” 


flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 


VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN © 


Brotherwood conversion of 

the Volkswagen Sharan. 

V.C.A. Type Approval No. 
THE MARK OF AQUALTY LC326/A/027 Ext. No.1 


Sharan with standard roof (54” headroom) : 
from £26,264.40 (2.0’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 


Including raised roof (59” headroom) 
from £27,714.40 (2.0’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 


CITROEN BERLINGO 


Brotherwood conversion - Citroén 
Berlingo, 3 door V.C.A. Type 
Approval No, LC334/A/035. 5 door 
THE MARK OF AQUALITY Type Approval under application. 


“Berlingo Compact from £13,989.55 


.gi. Petrol 1 a Manual 5 speed and ernst available. 


Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Converters 
Association 


SUpotability 
ACCREDITED 


rate ark of Monty: reece chart Ne 


Phone now for more details and availability 
or ask for a information pack, on eee 
Tel: 01935 872603 a ay 
Fax: TEES <—- a 


| 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com * www.brotherwood.com 


E 
ce 
= 


NEW OR USED e SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE ¢ FINANCE ¢ INSURANCE ¢ AFTER SALES SERVICE * BUY-BACK SERVICE 
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20 Parent’s voice 


‘Chandni has inspired me to reach out 


Nirmala Mistry counts herself lucky that 
she could return to higher education and 
get a BA in health studies. But if she 


hadn't had a disabled daughter, she might 
never have got started, let alone found the 


determination to carry It through 


BAMBACH 


SEATING 
SOLUTIONS 


Making a difference 


When Cerebral Palsy patient Greg Hutchinson was 


assessed at the age of three his parents were told that 


handwriting would be out of the question, as whenever 


he sat down his body would collapse into a slouching 


position. It would be impossible for him to join in with the 


class as he would have to concentrate on simply 


keeping his balance. Greg was one of the first children 


in the U.K. to try the relatively new Bambach Saddle 


Seat from Australia, with spectacular results. He can 


now sit comfortably upright, has learned to write and is 


able to join in all the class lessons. Both Greg and his 


parents are delighted that a simple chair has made so 


much difference to so many areas of his life. 


Try the solution yourself 


FREE 14 DAY TRIAL 
Call now 0800 581 108 


SB 


A3 


2AMBACH”® 


SADDLE. SEAT 


Bambach Saddle Seat (Europe) Ltd, 

Unit A2 The Seedbed Centre, 

Langston Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3TQ 
E-mail: bambach.europe @ virgin.net 


uly 2001 saw me graduate 

with a 2:1 BA (Hons) 

degree in health studies 
from De Montfort University 
in Leicester. Looking back 
on the last three years makes 
me realise how lucky | am to 
have been able to go back to 
full-time education. I was a 
qualified state registered nurse 
and had been working as a 
theatre nurse. 

Embarking on a degree 
course was certainly not taken 
lightly in view of my family 
commitments. With two 
daughters, then aged 6 and 8, it 
was a challenge. In particular, 
my younger daughter, 
Chandni, who has learning 
disability, needs a lot of help 
and support with personal 
care. But my husband was very 
helpful and encouraging. 

As a nurse doing a full-time 
degree, the Leicester education 
authority paid my tuition fees. 
But I also worked as a locum 
theatre nurse in the holidays, 
because I had decided against 
taking out a student loan. I did 
not want to be in debt when 
I finished my degree. 

Studying full-time with a 
family meant that everything 
and everybody worked to a 
tight schedule. In the morning, 
when my daughters left for 
school around 8.30, it was 
usually a mad dash to get to my 
lectures by 10 o’clock. Finishing 
at 4.30 or Spm meant that 
I relied on my husband to be 
home to meet the children from 
school. It was only at odd times 
that I missed my lectures — 
when the school bus for my 
younger daughter was late. 

Lecture time was usually 
12 hours per week, but I needed 
to put in 40 to 50 hours of extra 
study. On the days I did not 
have lectures, | would tackle my 
housework until 10 o’clock and 
then settle down to study until 
my elder daughter returned 
from school. Once both were 
asleep, studying started again 
at 9pm, and lasted until midnight 
or later. It meant I could toilet 
Chandni before going to bed 
and have unbroken sleep. 

There were times when I 
questioned why I was putting 
my family and myself through 
the trauma. 

The worst time was usually 
towards the end of term when 
all my essays had to be handed 
in and my children wanted me 
to attend their Christmas plays 
or sports events. They usually 
got their way, and it was worth 
going just to see the delight on 
their faces when they spotted 
me in the audience. But this 
also meant mummy burnt the 
midnight oil more than usual. 


Cap and gown: Nirmala (top) at her graduation, and her 
daughter Chandni (above). 


One of the reasons I started 
studying was to find a job which 
would allow me the flexibility to 
work and take care of my 
daughters. I also wanted to 
explore disability issues, which 
I couldn’t do while working. 

Health studies is a modular 
degree which covers a broad 
range of subjects, such as the 
biological, sociological and 
psychological aspects of health 
and illness, as well as 
contemporary health issues 
such as health promotion, 
alternative medicine and 
counselling. 

The degree was also a 
personal journey, coming to 
terms with my daughter’s 
disability and working through 
my own thoughts and feelings 
about disability. It allowed me to 
understand my daughter as a 
person in her own right. 

Being a nurse, I had always 
viewed disability from a medical 
perspective. My daughter has 
changed that, and I now 
acknowledge that there are 
many issues surrounding social 
attitudes towards disability. 


Chandni with her constant 
mischievous smiles has inspired 
me to reach out and meet 
people whom I would not have 
met otherwise. 

Coming from a culture 
where disability is hidden, I 
hope that working as a Mencap 
volunteer family adviser will be 
one way for me to bring 
disability out into the open. 

I have also become involved 
with the Parent and Carer’s 
Council, a new voluntary group 
which aims to improve service 
delivery by working with 
providers, so that parent and 
carer views are taken into 
account at the planning stage. 

All in all life is pretty hectic, 
but I am hoping that I will be 
able to find a job in the 
disability field. ’'d like to do an 
MA in disability, but the cost 
has put that on the back burner 
for the time being. 

My hope for Chandni is that 
she continues to improve and 
attain her true potential and 
independence. While I still 
work as a theatre nurse, most 
of all I enjoy being a mum. 


‘4 EI = 


STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIE 
VERSA FAMILY RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 


ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SUPERBLY EQUIPPED, BACKED WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL BUILD QUALITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU PEACE OF MIND, FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, FREE BROCHURE 


PACK OR TO ARRANGE A DEMONSTRATION 
PLEASE CONTACT PHIL BEECHAM 

OR MIKE JONES (NEW VERSA ENQUIRIES), 

PHIL HAWKINS (USED VERSA SPECIALIST). 


VERSA SALES 
WI R CENTRE LIMITED, 
MOOR LANE, WIDNES CHESHIRE WAS 7AL. 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 


registered charity number 299745 FA‘ pa Se Se a = LM al é. mw 
> 7 ; a 
: FAX: 0151 495 1382 
e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00AM - 5.30PM 


*(LVA)-LOW VOLUME | 
TYPE APPROVED VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


RENAULT MASTER *VW800 SPECIAL MERCEDES BENZ VITO * NISSAN VANET TOYOTA 
2DC 1.9 TURBO DIESEL (LVA) 2.1 DIESEL 2.0 PETROL 2.3 DIESEL (LVA) > ee 


2. I 
£16,350 £14,495 £16,645 £16,795 £14,495 


ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD 


Invitation to Thailand 


Visit the Redemptorist Vocational School for Disabled | 


The Redemptorist Vocational School for the 
Disabled or RVSD is one of the best vocational schools 
for disabled people the in Asia Pacific region. 
There are a lot of activities that visitors can enjoy such 
as sport activities, social and cultural exchange and 
visits to the disabled in rural areas. 


Events 


Wheelchair Basketball Open (21 — 23 Feb 2002) 

Wheelchair Basketball is one of the world’s most 
famous sports for the disabled. The Wheelchair 
Basketball Club of Thailand is proud to organize a 
training clinic and tournament as part of their regional 
development. Last year, there were 10 teams from 7 
countries participating in the Thailand Wheelchair 
Basketball Open 


Pattaya Marathon 2002 (25" July 2002) 

Pattaya is one of the worlds most famous tourist 
cites with many hotels, shopping malls and tourist spots 
becoming more accessible ir people with disabilities 
so they can fully enjoy their time in Pattaya. The Pattaya 
Marathon 2002 will be held on July 25" 2002. 
Organized by the Tourism Authority of Thailand in 
collaboration with Chonburi Provincial Authority, 
Pattaya City and Amateur Athletic Association under 
the Patronage of His Majesty the King. Last year was 
the 10" held in Pattaya and is the official tournament 
of the Asia Marathon Championship, with a wheelchair 
section having been added, The wheelchair athletes 
participate in the tournament with other athletes 
indicating an equal participation in society. You will 
not only experience this impressive event, but also the 
beautiful beaches, interesting sight-seeing and amazing 
places with the convenience of accessibility in Pattaya. 


Songkhla Marathon (18 Aug 2002) 
Songkhla Marathon is one of the highest standard 
marathon events in Thailand with many international 
wheelchair contestants and marathon runners. 
Songkhla is a famous city in the south of Thailand.. 


Thailand’s Wheelchair Tennis Open 2002 
(3" week of Sep 2002) 

This event is Championship Series 4 of NEC world 
program. World-class players from around the world 
and new players will participate in this event. This 4 
day event will be organized in the 3 week of 
September including lots of social activities. Held at 
the Royal Cliff Beach Resort Pattaya. 


Bangkok Marathon (18" Noy 2001, 17" Nov 2002) 
The Bangkok Marathon has a long history and is 
acknowledged by international as well as local 
marathon runners. The route of the marathon covers 
the beautiful scenery of the Royal Palace, Emerald 


Buddha Temple, Chaopraya River and Parliament. 


Anybody interested in any of these 
events please contact: 


peter @adventure-holidays-thailand.com 


Disabilitywow October 2001 


22 Comment 


ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


a€| Letters to the 


SP 


Editor 


Send your letters to the editor Mary 
Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 


Two groups, same message 


What a pity that there has been a breakdown of talks between 
the Disabled Drivers’ Association and the Disabled Drivers’ | 
Motor Club. k 

I belong to both and had noted that the contents of their two 
magazines are almost identical and so are the benefits (ferry 
concessions, etc) that they offer to their respective members. 

It must be obvious that a single body would be able to carry out 
more comprehensive reviews on the standards of cars for disabled 
motorists. It would also be able to represent them with one voice 
instead of the same message spoken by two people. 


e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Ways to making learning easier 


I have cerebral palsy and use a 
wheelchair. I will shortly be 
entering my fourth year at uni- 
versity and therefore have some 
experience of the facilities for 
disabled students (DN, 
September). 

My teachers approached me 
about applying for extra time 
in exams when I was in high 
school. There was very little 
fuss for the teachers as it only 
required a doctor’s note. Also, 


Tripscope 


I was most concerned that 
Anne Davies was unable to 
make contact with Tripscope 
(DN, September) and we 
appear to have failed to 
respond to her messages. 

It gives the impression that 
we are not a caring organisation, 
whereas I can assure you we do 
care very much about 
maintaining a high quality of 
service to disabled people. 

I do apologise and hope it 


since extra time is for the 
student’s benefit so that exams 
are not an ordeal, I am sure 
teachers would be happy to 
help in any way. 

The Access fund provides a 
grant for disabled university 
students. Through this scheme, 
which required an assessment 
at an Access centre, I was able 
to purchase a computer with 
course-specific software. I also 
received a grant for photo- 


apologises 


will not deter her from contact- 
ing us again if she needs to. 

I know that callers are 
generally very pleased with the 
service. A survey of 200 
helpline callers last year found 
that 96 per cent considered 
Tripscope’s informaton “very 
helpful” or “quite helpful”. 
Brian J Howard MBE 
Executive director 
Tripscope 
(helpline: 08457 58 56 41) 


copying, either as a refund at 
the end of the year or asa 
refund for photocopying cards. 

I have found these facilities 
very useful and hope others 
take advantage of them. 

I approve of the work of the 
Disability Rights Commission 
to establish good practice for 
students. More must be done to 
increase awareness of problems. 
Claire Irving 
Willaston, South Wirral 


Employer must pay 


It is the employers that should 
be discouraged from discrimi- 
nation against disabled people 
(“Tribunal charges spell trou- 
ble”, DN, September). 
Employers should pay the 
£100. This would bring down 
the number of cases being taken 
to industrial tribunals and 
would also result in more 
disabled people being placed in 
satisfying employment. 
Alan Woodhouse 
Bradford 


Ken Barnes 
Hungerford, Berks 


Hereward College defence 


Kevin Vaughan’s comments on 
Hereward College (DN, 
September) were unfair and 
give the impression he was not 
prepared to give it a chance. 

My son, Dean Dollman, was 
at the college for four years 
until Christmas last year, and 
also got qualifications at a 
mainstream school. 

With the help and dedication 
of the staff, he went on to 
attain an advanced GNVQ in 
business and finance which 
goes to show that you can be 
both disabled and academic. 

At 18, it is about time Mr 
Vaughan started to accept the 
fact that although he had 
mainstream education, he is 
and always will be disabled. 
Christine Holder 
Shoeburyness, Essex 


I too am a residential student, 

studying tv and video produc- 

tion and, if funding permits, 

I start my HND next year. 
Having finished my first year 


Don’t just take our word for it 


SLR Y 


BEFORG 


YOU per 


me ever... 


..-yOu are now able to trya 
fully operational stairlift at your 
own home, packed neatly into 
one of our fleet of VW Galfs 
based around the UK, ready 


for you to ‘try before you 


buy’. (*Patent Pending) 


You can experience the 
‘smooth start-smooth stop’ 
operation, easy-to-use joystick 
controls and ultra-slim design 
on your doorstep. 


0300 19 19 


WaWacomstaltiiftsicom *Patent Application No. 0102659.0 
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Digital 
Speedo 
& Clock 


T. +44 (0) 1763 244288 F +44 (0) 1763 244 882 
W. www.pdqmobility.com E. info@pdqmobility.com 
The Barn 27 Kneesworth Street Royston Herts SG8 5AB 


i 
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at the college, [have not seen 
any of the problems with the 
services the college provides, 
as illustrated by Mr Vaughan. 

Students doing higher level 
courses tend to be from 
mainstream schools and, like 
me, find there are no colleges 
near them that are wheelchair 
accessible, so come to a 
specialist college. 

The college is very good at 
what it does. Hereward does | 
not have the rushing andthe | 


accent on success that often 
drives today’s mainstream 
schools. This can be hard to 
adjust to, but can be a very 
rewarding experience. 
Russell Smith 
Wellingborough, Northants 
We've had many letters on 
this topic — Editor 


| 


by Dan Batten 


Buggy barmy! 
Older people who 
drive electric bug- 
gies, beware! You 
are the subject of a safety cam- 
paign by police in Thetford, 
Norfolk. This follows a spate 
of death defying antics by 
buggy drivers in the town, 
including reaching hair raising 
speeds of up to eight miles an 
hour. One even went through a 
red light. Repeat offenders have 
been threatened with prosecu- 
tion. I wonder what the police 
use for high speed pursuits in 
Norfolk — micro scooters? 


Cooked bacon 

Not content with upsetting the 
moral majority with the Brass 
Eye paedophilia spoof, 
Channel 4 are now having to 
defend an attack on people 
with Alzheimer’s disease on 
The Big Breakfast. Presenter 
Richard Bacon, who was 
booted off Blue Peter after a 
liking for cocaine was revealed, 
made jokes about memory loss 
related to Alzheimer’s which 
breached the Independent 
Television Commission’s taste 
code. Come on C4, do us all a 
favour: make this Bacon roll. 


VOTED BY FAR THE MOST AFFORDABLE SUITABLE 
SOLUTION FOR WHEELCHAIR TRANSPORTATION - 

THIS COMPACT ADAPTED MPV IS AVAILABLE ON THE 
ROAD io 


FROM £18,950 FROM £23,500 


ALL OUR ADAPTATIONS AND DESIGNS ARE PATENT PROTECTED AND CONSTRUCTED USING STAINLESS STEEL 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


rd D- rT 
\[- 24 DIANA STREET NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ q- 
TEL: 0191 226 0099 FAX: 0191 272 1313 
= ray 
FF 
VCA : 


VEHICLE CERTIFICATION AGENCY 


APPROVED 


fotability’ 


ACCREDITED APPROVED 
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Easy riders 


After writing DN’s cycling supplement in March, 
Allan Sutherland said he wanted to try electric 
assist bikes. He got his chance 


lectric assist bicycles are 
pedal cycles with an 
electric motor, cutting 


the work and increasing speed. 
And they don’t require a 
driving licence. 

With Colin Hambrook, 
I tested the Euro Powabyke, 
the Lafree E-Trans and the 
Yamaha Easy Super. 


has a slightly juddery feel, 
kicking in at unpredictable 
moments. But it was possible 
to find a cruising speed 
requiring minimal pedalling. 

The Lafree has a more 
familiar feel for a cyclist, giv- 
ing more power as you pedal 
harder. Its throttle gives you a 
power boosting option. 


‘The initial sensation is extraordinary. You start 
to turn the pedals, and a sudden surge of power 


carries you forward.’ 


All three provide at least 50 
per cent of the power at slower 
speeds. The Yamaha has an 
option of 70 per cent. In keep- 
ing with European Union 
rules, all three have a top pow- 
ered speed of 15 mph and 
require that you keep ped- 
alling. The UK 
company Powabyke makes 
non-Euro models that need 
no pedalling at all. 

The initial sensation is 
extraordinary. You start to 
turn the pedals, and a sudden 
surge of power carries you for- 
ward. Learning to use them is 
tricky, especially as they oper- 
ate differently. The Powabyke 


The Yamaha incorporates a 
microprocessor, which takes 
charge of gear changing and 
decides how much extra power 
to deliver. The faster you go, 
the less you get. This made for 
a very smooth, easy ride, but 
I did feel at times that I was 
being prevented from really 
putting my foot down. 

Range on a full battery 
varies between 15 and 35 miles, 
according to power mode 
(manufacturers’ figures). The 
batteries can be removed for 
charging, or can be charged in 
place. The Powabyke’s battery 
is set in the down tube, which 
makes it easy to lift out but 


Looking for suitable care for 


adults with disabilities? 


A free service which 


slightly awkward when riding. 
The others place it, more con- 
veniently, behind the seat tube. 

Rapid acceleration makes 
these bikes good for the stop- 
start conditions of city traffic. 
But they really come into their 
own uphill. We tested the bikes 
up Brixton Hill in south 
London —no Alpe d’Huez — 
but the kind of slope that could 
make a daily commute depress- 
ing, and found that all three 
made it easy. Colin found them 
much easier on his weak knees 
than a cycle. 

Frailer riders should note 
that these are heavy machines, 
a lot more difficult than a 
cycle to lift up a kerb or back 
out of the front door. Once 
the power runs out, they can 
still be pedalled well enough 
to get you home relatively 
easily, but you definitely 
notice the extra weight. 

For riders who need extra 
stability, Powabyke produces 
a tricycle version. 

These are not machines for 
committed cyclists. Ultimately, 
they are all slightly stolid 
bikes, workhorse machines 
for commuting or shopping — 
especially if there’s a hill 
involved. But they provide a 
cheap, stylish and non-pollut- 
ing alternative to mopeds for 
anyone who feels that a regular 
bicycle is harder work than 
they can handle. 


Yamaha, tel: 01932 358000, 


Top: Colin (left) on the 
Lafree E-Trans (£750), while 
Allan (right) tries the Euro 
Powabyke (£595). 

Far right: Allan and Colin 
with Barnaby Velo (left) of 
Brixton Cycles. 

Below: Alan speeds on the 
Yamaha Easy Super (£999). 


www.yamaha-motor-europe.com 
Bowabyke e035 767 (7m ok nee i 
(akres el OLS S77 eo00n ee 
info@giant-bicycles.co.uk www.lafree.com 

Thanks to Brixton Cycles who helped us with the tests, 
145 Stockwell Road, SW9 9TN, 

tel: 020 7733 6055, www.brixtoncycles.co.uk 


Be 


DiS AB TELLS 
CARE REGISTER 


0800 389 2077 
Register your needs free of charge by calling 0800 


matches your specific 
care needs to our 
database of care 
providers. 


389 2077 or online at www.carechoices.co.uk RECUMBENTS « VROSS HANDCYCLES 


Speak to one of our members of staff to discuss 
your needs and requirements. 


A short list will be sent to you detailing suitable 


Pedal Partners 


Sales & Hire Centre 


Davinci Mobility Handcycles Plus Power Trike for Wheelchairs & 
Handcycles as seen on TV (Tomorrows World) now in stock 


care in your specified areas. 


Available to professionals and individuals alike. 


To find out more contact care choices at: 
Sales and Hire Centre, 91 Church Road, Tiptree, Essex, COS OHB 


Tel/Fax: 01621 815690 
www.pedalpartners.co.uk 


Valley Court, Croydon, Nr Royston, Hertfordshire, 
SG8 OHF Tel: 01223 207770 Fax: 01223 207108 


From 6 months to 80 years, able bodied or physically impaired, whatever your abilities 
there’s almost certainly a pedal powered vehicle to suit your needs. We will do our 
very best to match you with the right machine. Hire it or buy it — the choice is yours. 


Email: careselect@carechoices.co.uk 
Website: www.carechoices.co.uk 


CONVENTIONAL BIKES (DAWES MAIN AGENT) 


SYACTOS * SYIWHD ATDAD * SYFTIVYAL IDVOON1 


TRAILER CYCLES * INFANT TRAILERS 
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Le een SES, Saw 


“IT'S 
THE WORLD 


OF DIFFERENCE | 


TO MY LIFE" 


The Miniflex Powerchair introduces 


a 


new sense of independence and 


mobility around your home. 


Compact size and tight 

turning circle 

Standard electric seat elevation 
aids high reach 

Front wheel drive for easy 
operation 


Easy access in and out of 

the chair 

Optional comfort seating and 
extras to suit personal needs 


‘For full information call: 


FREEPHONE 
0500 618008 


or write to: 


RAINBOW 
SEHAS 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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Theatre 
Sood 


he Degenerate Festival 

promised to bring “in yer 
face” style disability arts to 
this year’s Edinburgh festival. 
Judging from the four out of 


six plays which I saw at 
Theatre Workshop, it did a 
lot more than that. 

Nabil Shaban’s I am the 
Walrus was disturbed and 
disturbing. A one man show, 
Shaban crowded the stage with 
characters: Charles, a kid with 
brittle bones; Mark Chapman 
(John Lennon’s assassin); 
Lennon himself. Acting out 
scenes from each character’s 
troubled childhood, Shaban 
somehow brought to life the 
dolls he used to represent 
family members, using great 
poignancy and emotion to 
interact with them. 

The padded, enclosed 
space of the set was one that 
Shaban the actor with brittle 
bones could physically 
dominate and move around in 
uninhibitedly without his 
wheelchair. 

Space is also an important 
element in A fumble in the 

dark written by one of 


Theatre Workshop’s resident 

disabled actors, Jim McSharry. 
Set in a world alien to half the 
population —a men’s urinal at 
the local pub — it opens with a 
wheelchair user being assisted 


to go to the loo. Is the assistant 


a helper, a mate, a lover, or all 


three? Neither the audience nor 


the characters get a chance to 
work that one out, because in 
walks Mark, the pub’s bully, 
who jumps to his own 
conclusion. A fight breaks out. 
In retrospect, | appreciate 
what Fumble was about — the 
social nicities which have to be 
negotiated in the men’s room, 
the dilemmas faced by gay 
disabled men, how bullies pick 
on those with characteristics 
which they dislike in them- 


selves. But at the time, I found its 


humour quite brutal, its pace 
too rapid. I couldn’t connect 


with it. But then, [am a woman. 
Thankfully, women got much 


more of a look-in in Walking 
amongst sleepers. Written by 
Jamie Beddard, it tells the story 
of a deaf women, played by 
Caroline Parker, who embarks 
on a journey of personal 
discovery, via a trip from 
Dalston to the Black Sea with 


an impossibly large suitcase and 


a dearly loved ironing board. 


Hddsdexcellent, Sod very good, OO good, DOK, & poor 


dorn, Equip displays the ; 


ollaborative results of 
artists, makers and disabled 
people who examine issues 
around the design of equip- 
ment and accessories. At first 
it was difficult to shift from 
my usual “will it work” frame 
of mind to a broader perspec- 
tive, and I had a great desire to 
handle the exhibits, but only a 
few allowed this. Since some 
appeared delicate, the glass 


cases are probably unavoidable. 


My eyes were drawn to 
exotically plumed hearing aid 
jewellery made of silver 
monofilament and beads, 

(by Colette Hazelwood and 
Ali Briggs). It represented 
one end of the ornament-aid 
spectrum, while cutlery with 


home assembly easy grip 


handles made of balloons, 
rubber bands and flour 
(above) represented the other 
(by William Welch, Helen 
Hamlyn Research Centre). 
Clubbers could aspire to a 
mirror and turquoise 
bejewelled spinal brace (by 
Andrew Logan, Ju Gosling 
and Jonathan Wright), which 
looked like a glamorous 
basque. The geometric 


patterns on an “agorphobic 
handbag” and sari were made 
from a kaleidoscope of 
capsules, tablets and pills 
mixed with fabric, while a 
video of a bare-foot Indian 
dancer proved hypnotic — 
especially when I realised she 
was an amputee dancing ona 
rubber foot with a bell anklet 
(The Jaipur Limb Campaign). 

Finally, the “go go gadget” 
wheelchair (by Felicity 
Shillingford, Paul McGarry 
and Garry Robson) made me 
laugh. It comes with both a 
boxing glove on an extended 
arm and a whisky dispenser. It 
should be free on the NHS — 
wheels with attitude! 

Helena Edwards 

At The City Gallery, Leicester. 
8 Sept to 18 October, 
prior to national tour. 
Tel: 0116 254 0595 
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The greatest virtue of the script 
was its plentiful supply of zany 
but poignant characters for 
Parker to bring to life, which she 
did with great compassion, 
humour and skill. 


Edinburgh was one of the 


first outings for Walking 
amongst sleepers, but not for 
Mat Fraser’s Sealboy: Freak 
which came to Theatre 
Workshop following a 
successful international tour. 
With clarity and style Sealboy 
asks whether a disabled 


Coming up @ 


Peter Nichols’ classic 
OE A Day in the 
Death of Joe Egg, about a 
couple raising their mentally 
impaired daughter, will have 
a run in London with Clive 
Owen and Prunella Scales 
in the lead roles. 
New Ambassadors Theatre 
West Street, London, WC2 
Mon to Stat 7.30pm, Thurs 
and Sat matinees 2.30pm. 
Tickets: £16 to £30, 
tel: 020 7369 1761 


A series of Australian 
Oy) landscape watercolours 
by disabled artist Jenny Quinn 
will be displayed at the Green 
Park Brasserie in Bath. Jenny 
works with the Greenhill 
House Art Group in Timsbury. 
Until 22 October. Green Park 
Brasserie, Green Park Station, 
tel: 01225 460700 


The Brixton Art Gallery 
D will exhibit Artrageous, 


a diverse collection of painting, 


sculpture, drawing and ceram- 
ics. Opening on 2 October to 
mark World Mental Health 
Day, the exhibition challenges 
the social stigma associated 
with mental illness. 

29 September -11 October 
Brixton Art Gallery, 

Brixton Station Road, London, 
tel: 020 7733 6957 


Plastic Ono Man: Nabil Shaban in I am the Walrus 


performer can be anything 
other than a freak. 
Maybe the festival 

contributed to that debate 
by showcasing a number of 
high quality performances 
by disabled actors who are 
concerned with disability, but 
never confined by it, either in 
subject matter or style. So if 
audiences came believing 
disabled performers were 
freaks, hopefully they went 
away with other ideas. 

Ruth Bailey 


Easier access to live 
Oa venues for 
disabled people is on the 
agenda with Artsline’s 
Attitude Is Everything week, 
8-14 October. To mark the 
week, The Escapists, who 
mix acoustic with 
electronica, will tour the 
country with Fake Plastic, 
a Radiohead tribute band 
and metal band Squad 69. 
Touring in London, 
Colchester, Brighton, 
Liverpool and Manchester. 
Contact Suzanne Bull, 
tel: 020 7388 9009, 
access(@artsline.org.uk 
www.artsline.org.uk 


Graeae, the UK’s lead- 
Ding theatre company of 
disabled people, will perform 
Clare McIntyre’s adaptation 
of The Changeling (above) 
starting 11 October. It tells 
the story of a young socialite 
drawn into a “world of deceit 
and corruption.” Appearing 
in 12 cities in the UK, all 
shows will be BSL-interpreted 
and audio-described. 
Tel: 01424 225140. 


arry and Vivien: The 

Oliviers in Love (C4) 
charted the extraordinarily 
passionate relationship of 
Olivier and Leigh — arguably 
in their heydey the equiva- 
lent of Posh and Becks. Sadly 
Vivien’s mental disintegra- 
tion and subsequent ECT 
treatment was ineffective as 
the role of Blanche DuBois 
in Streetcar Named Desire 
spilled over into her real life. 

Talking of real life, 
BBC1’s A Cruel Inheritance 
offered a rare insight into the 
genetic time bomb that is 
Huntingdon’s disease. While 
it’s enough to have the 
condition, how much worse 
is it to know you’ve passed it 
on to your kids? 

That’s Esther (ITV) 
continues to highlight 
injustice and disparity at 
Sunday lunchtime: a recent 
campaign concerning ME in 
children and how this is 
often mis-diagnosed as child 
abuse. Esther also talked to 
former “daredevil” Eddie 
Kidd whose dramatic 
recovery from horrific brain 
injuries defies description. 

Meanwhile Homer 
decided to bulk up to 300lbs 
in order to qualify for 
disablity benefits in The 
Simpsons (BBC2) so he 
won’t have to work. Trust 
me, Homer, it’s not that 
brilliant — you’ll miss out 
on all that tasty water- 
cooler gossip. 

Tucked away at mid- 
morning on BBC Schools 
output was a little gem 
about minorities and 
citizenship. People Like Us: 
Disabilities (BBC2) used 
dramatic reconstructions 
spliced with Francesca 
Martinez (stand up comic/ex 
Grange Hill) to illustrate the 
daily ignorance and bullying 
endured by some kids. This 
programme should be 
mandatory viewing for 
adults, never mind kids. 

To coincide with the 
movie release of Baz 
Luhrmann’s latest 
extravaganza, C4 wheeled 
out (literally) Jose Ferrer 
on his knees as vertically 
challenged Toulouse Lautrec 
in Moulin Rouge. None of 
your fancy computer 
graphics back in 1952. 

ITV’s Package Holiday 
sent wheelchair user Alex 
Ross undercover to a 
cheap’n’cheerful “holiday 
camp” to show us how 
inaccessible it all was. If 
anybody would like me to 
do an access survey in, say, St 
Lucia or Australia, I’m free. 


Jane Shepherd 
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’ a Cnn Choose from over 3,500 cars . 
‘ps | Use your mobility.allowance for payments ~ © 
wert Part exchange available 

Renew every 2 or 3 years 

. No depreciation worries 

oe Car delivered to your-door. | oe 


" 
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Full maintenancé package available oa 
“ One call is’all it takes 


If you or your carer want the freedom to choose the new car you Our deal includes monthly payments from £126.09" » 
really want, youreable com is the answer. You can choose any car ‘Typical APR'10.9 © 
you like from over 3,500 without being tied in to any dealerships. 5 


es 


v2 Through a special arrangement we have negotiated with 
Bank of Scotland Freeway. So if you’d like to know more, give 
Freeway a call on 0845 769 7243 or visit our website at youreable-com 


* Drive'a great deal 


mp teene teen 


hee 


#figures are based on-10,000 miles per annum, o¥er #136. magi agreement, with a 10% deposit and 
optional final payment: 7 ew £ 


& 


# 
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*There is a minimum deposit of £215 which is refunded plus an optional final payment if you decide to keep the car. Finance is provided, subject to status, by Freeway Limited, Brabazon House, Concord Business Centre, Threapwood Road, 


Wythenshawe, Manchester, M22 ONN. Written quotations are available on request. To apply, you must be at least 18 years old and a UK resident (excluding the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man). I 

there will be an excess mileage charge which will not exceed 23p per mile. In addition, you will be liable to pay for any accidental damage to the vehicle or excess wear and tear, with regard to its age and mi 

time of print. 1 Telephone calls may be recorded for security purposes and monitored under our quality control procedures. Data Protection Act: Your application will be assessed by Freeway using a pro 

searching the files of Credit Reference Agencies who will record this search. Any details provided by you or relating to your Agreement will be held in Freeway’s computer records. Freeway will disclose details about you and your Agreeme 
Credit Reference Agencies who may make them available to subscribing lenders for future credit assessment or fraud prevention. Freeway may use these details, and may disclose them to Bank of Scotland Group Companies and to 
marketing (by post, telephone, e-mail or fax) and other purposes, subject to the provisions of the Data Protection Act. If you do not want these details to be used for marketing please inform Freeway in writing 

to drive a Citroen Saxo Hatchback 1.1i First 3dr over 3 years, subject to an agreed total mileage of 10,000. The on-the-road cost of your chosen vehicle would be £5,995.00. With a 10 epc you would pay £215 when you 

and £384.51 (the rest of the deposit) nearer to the time of delivery. You would then make 36 monthly payments of £126.09. If you decided to purchase the vehicle at the end of the period, the option to buy price would be £ 

be payable one month after your final normal monthly payment. The total amount payable would be £7,216.00, APR 10.9. The APR will vary depending on the on-the-road cost of the car you choose. 8.9 APR for vehic 

price of £25,000 or more, 9.9 APR for vehicles with an on-the-road price of £10,000 - £24,999 and 10.9 APR for vehicles with an on-the-road price of £9,999 or less. Maximum deposit is 25% of the cars value. The APR v 

to source the vehicle yourself. The refundable deposit only applies to deposits of £215. 


Information is available in large print, audio and Braille on request; please call for details. You may contact us using Type Talk. 
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Therapetic 


Therapy commonly comes with a heavy price tag attached, 
but as Dan Batten finds, it can also come in non-human forms 


ention therapy and 

most people conjure 

up horrific tales of 
being twisted and turned for 
hours on a mat, at the mercy of 
a well-meaning but quite often 
cursed physio. Some may come 
up with a positive experience 
and mention a soothing dip ina 
hydrotherapy pool or the bliss- 
ful experience of a massage. 

But how many of us 
consider the therapeutic 
benefits of getting closer to 
animals? 

The benefits are well known. 
Even if you can’t physically 
touch the creature, it’s possible 
to gain positive energy just by 
being near them. A study in 
America found that watching 
fish helped people who have 
had heart attacks because it 
slowed their heart rates. 

The most common and most 
loved pets are of the furry, 
four-legged variety. Quite often, 
just the presence of a cat or dog 
can be enough to make life 
more comfortable. 

Doris Witham from 
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire, 
says she would be lost without 
her feline friend Jasper. Doris, 
who has had a stroke and lives 
alone, cannot always move 


freely and relies on Jasper for 
company when she can’t get 
out on “bad days”. But Jasper, 
“a rather furry chap”, has a less 
obvious benefit. “If I have pain 
in my legs or arms Jasper seems 
to sense it and will rub against 
them,” she says. “The warmth 
gives me some relief.” 

Aside from being an ace cat 
masseur, Jasper's loud purr also 
helps Doris'to relax and 
soothes her to sleep if the pain 
gets too much. 

Although Jasper is one of 
many cats who makes his 
owner’s life that bit happier, the 
idea of creating a business that 
brings pets to people doesn’t 
seem to have caught on widely. 
One place that has realised the 
benefits is Pets as Therapy 
(PAT). “We have 4,500 
volunteers throughout the 
country who take dogs and cats 
to places such as schools or 
residential and care homes,” 
says Lena Hanen, deputy 
director and southern England 
manager. “People in homes may 
have lost their own pets or are 
unable to keep pets,” she adds. 

PAT also takes animals to 
people who are attending drug 
rehabilitation programmes or 
want to overcome a phobia of 


dogs. They are working ona 
programme to introduce young 
people with cerebral palsy to 
the joys of animals. 

Dogs are described as man’s 
best friend, but with training 
they can offer more than 
friendship. Organisations such 
as Support Dogs train dogs and 
their owners to work together. 
Support Dogs insist that the 
dog is a family or rescue dog 
and training is tailored to give 
exactly the right help. 

Some dogs offer help simply 
by using their canine instincts. 
Justine Clark from Romford, 
Essex, has a back problem 
which makes bending impos- 
sible, so besides being a loving 
pal, her labrador Honey does 
all the bending and stretching. 

“Honey's wonderful,” says 
Justine. “If I need anything from 
a low cupboard she’s there, 
providing she can grip it with 
her teeth. She also grabs the 
mail when the postman comes.” 

Amazingly, Honey had no 
formal training. “She’s just 
adapted naturally to helping 
me,” says Justine. 

But what happens if you love 
animals, yet can’t keep them at 
home? Kathy Sullivan, from 
London, knows just how that 


Kangoo Car Conversion 


With over 30 years experience of providing wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
we know what matters most to our customers when choosing a vehicle. 


Take a look at our Kangoo for instance. You might not think there would be 
much difference between ours and other conversions, but you would be wrong. 
With a lowered level floor, four seats as well as generous wheelchair passenger 
space, we believe we have created a vehicle of unrivalled practicality. 


The same careful consideration has been taken in the design and manufacture 
of our Expert and Vito accessible vehicles. If you would like an information 
pack, or a no obligation demonstration of any of our vehicles, telephone: 


01722 336048. 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FARADAY ROAD 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 
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BRITISH HORSE SOCIETY 


Top: Jenny Hollingworth, who is blind, gets help 

from her friend Neisha. 

Centre: The Riding for the Disabled Association 

can help you get in the saddle. 

Opposite, top: Elisa Edwards from Worthing, West Sussex, 
spends quality time with her cat Maisie. 


Canine Partners for Independence 
Helping Disabled People 


CPI train assistance dogs 
for disabled people 


Reg Charity No 803680 


@ Do you love dogs 
@ Are you a wheelchair user, over 18 years old? 


@ Do you think you might benefit from the help 


our assistance dogs can bring? 
@ Would you enjoy the responsibility of looking 
after a CPI dog? 


Find out more: 
Tel: 01730 894830 * Website: www.cpiuk.org 
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British Horse Society, 


tel:08701 202 244, www.bhs.org.uk 


Cats Protection League, 


tel: 01403 221900 or visit www.cats.org.uk 


The Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy, 


tel: 01425 673297 


Guide Dogs for the Blind, 


tel; 0118 983 5555, www.gdba.org.uk 


For details on how to adopt an 
animal at London Zoo contact 
the education department, 


tel: 020 7449 6262, www.londonzoo.co.uk 


feels. Kathy, who has arthritis, 
cannot have a cat or dog 
because of allergies. Fortu- 
nately, her home is opposite a 
park where animals rule the 
roost. “I visit the park most 
days and just adore the 
animals”, she says. There are 
exotic birds, rabbits and ducks, 
but Kathy is in no doubt about 
her favourites. “It has to be the 
deer. The placid air about them 
is so soothing.” Kathy jokes 
that this is probably due to her 
fondness for Bambi as a child. 
“T always forget about my aches 
and pains when I see them.” 

Another way to get close to a 
more exotic animal is at the 
zoo. Many hold sessions where 
you can get more intimately 
acquainted by feeding them or 
listening to talks abut them. 
You can even “adopt” an 
animal. Zoos have a scheme 
where you can sponsor animals 
and receive news and updates 
on their progress. 

“People who sponsor the 
animals build up a deep rapport 
with them,” said a spokesperson 
for London Zoo. “The joy they 
get from being near an animal 


that is ‘theirs’ is unmistakable.” 


Horses can provide valuable 
educational help as well as the 
chance to relax and roam ona 
beautiful creature. The Riding 
for the Disabled Association 
helps get people in the saddle at 
schools such as the Fortune 
Centre in Christchurch, Devon, 
where there are letter boards 
scattered around a riding arena 
to help riders who may have 
problems with spelling. By 
riding the horse on a set route 
they learn to spell words in the 
“wordpower” sessions which 
follow riding sessions. 

Riders are also encouraged 
to get closer to the horses by 
weighing their food and feeding 
them. A spokesperson for the 
British Horse Society said: “The 
bonding between horse and 
rider can give a disabled person 
an immense feeling of freedom 
and allow them to experience 
new sensations through the 
feeling of being fully mobile”. 

So, if those aches and pains 
are getting you down and the 
bottles of pills from the doc 
aren’t doing the trick, why not 
get a little closer to nature? Who 
knows, it could be the beginning 
of a purr-fect relationship. 


For information on Pets as Therapy or to 
register your pet as a visitor, 

tel: 01732 872222 or visit 
www.petsastherapy.com. 


Riding for the Disabled Association, 
tel: 02476 696510, 
www.riding-for-disabled.org.uk 


Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA), 

tel: 08705 555999 

www.rspca.org.uk 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES - 
BUILT UP TO A STANDARD NOT DOWN TO PRICE 


SVYotability 


“This is a trademark of Motability 
registered charity no: 299745 used under licence 
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Please contact us for a full brochure pack 
tel: 01323 767574 fax: 01323 767603 email: info@constablesitd.com 


THE FLEXIBLE SPECIALISTS PROVIDING THE ANSWERS 
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Voice of the future 


Janet Larcher highlights what was new at 
the Communication Matters exhibition 


elegates at the 
Communication 
Matters conference in 


September were delighted to 
hear that the government is 
making funding available for 
communication aids. 

BECTA (British Educational 
Communications and 
Technology Agency) has 
been given £10m for the 
Communication Aid Project, 
while health and social 
services departments have 
received £105m to establish a 
unified stock of equipment, 
including communication aids, 
to help people live in the com- 
munity. Both projects are for 
three years, 2001-4. See their 
websites: www.becta.orguk 
/cap and www.doh.gov.uk/scg/ 
communityequipment 

The conference seminars 
kept people who use augmen- 
tative and alternative 
communication — parents, 
carers, teachers, and 
therapists — up-to-date and 
they also saw the UK’s most 
extensive exhibition of 
communications aids 
and software. 

There are 
some new, 
dedicated, 
communication aids, but 
many devices are now tablet 
computers and the software 
running on dedicated 
communication aids can also 
be bought independently to 
run on standard computers. 
This will make programming 
vocabularies much easier as 
well as providing an 
opportunity to trial software 
before buying expensive 
devices. 

As usual, many suppliers 
took the opportunity to launch 
new initiatives and devices. 

Both the Alphasmart 
Keyboard and the word 
prediction program 
Co:Writer 4000 (right) are 
widely used and highly 
valued in schools, 
particularly for children 
with dyslexia, writing or 


Inclusive Technology, 
tel: 01457 819790 

Vantage (below) is a new 
communication aid from 
Prentke Romich International 
(PRi). A few years ago this 
company launched the 
Vanguard communication aid 
and while many people liked 


language difficulties. Now 
these two aids to successful 
writing have been combined 
into a single, inexpensive 
device, which will make 
their writing easier. Don 
Johnston Special Needs, 
tel: 01925 256500 

Go Talk and 4Talk4 
(below) are two new, simple, 
communication aids. 4Talk4 
(£229) is a robust speech 
output device with four large 
coloured buttons, each with 
its own message. The 
messages can be played by 
touching the buttons or 
attaching four separate 
switches. It has four levels, 
allowing a range of messages 
for four separate activities and 
good quality speech with 


the software with its mixture 
of static overlay and dynamic 
screen, no one liked its 
enormous size and weight. 
The Vantage communication 
aid has the best of both worlds 
— it is light and neat (1.5kg and 
228x177x51mm) and runs the 
Vanguard software. It can be 
supplied with the Unity or 
Stepping Stones vocabulary 
package and comes with a two 
year warranty for £4,995 PRi, 
tel: 01733 370470 
Magnavox 
(right) isa 
rugged, touch 
screen PC which 
can run any 
Windows based 
application. It is 
supplied with 
Vocab+, a word 
based prediction 
package which is 
popular with 
literate people who 
have communication 
difficulties. It can also be used 
to run other communication 
software. Magnavox II has an 
additional amplifier, four 
hours battery life (only 
two hours when using 
Microsoft applications), a 
3-year warranty anda 
mount. It costs £4,995. 
Magnavox III has better 
speakers within the device 
and does not need 
additional external 


plenty of volume. Go Talk 
(£139) has nine messages on 
each of four levels with a total 
of six minutes recording time. 
It is lightweight — only 378g — 
which, with its built-in handle 
and slim line case, make it very 
portable. Each message 
location is 2in square and 


there is an overlay store at the 
back which makes it very 
practical to use. 


speakers, has a 12 hour 

battery life for any 

program, a three year 

warranty, Vocab+, and 

a mount for £6,495. 

Liberator, tel: 

01476 550 391 
Tellus is a 

rugged, touch 

screen PC which can run 

any Windows based 

, application. It comes 

| with MindExpress 

)) communication 

| software which is 

| widely used in Europe 

| and now has a British 

version. All 

applications can be 

operated by a 


en | comprehensive 


range of switch- 
scanning procedures 
and the designer demonstrated 
several fun activities that 
European therapists have 
developed. There are three 
English vocabularies available: 
Express Talk senior, 
intermediate and starter. 

Felix (top, right) isa 
wheelchair-tray 
communication aid controlled 
by a small, robust computer 
mounted under the tray. 


This is an exciting innovation 
that opens up the 
communication potential 
of direct access to a very 
large communication board 
for wheelchair users. £4,300. 
Techcess, tel: 01455 213708. 
Cambridge Adaptive 
Communication (tel: 01296 
719736) has been taken over 
by Possum Controls. The 
new directors have reviewed 
their pricing structure and 
knocked about £1,000 off 


wrt <= _NEW AND USED 


from £5,995" 


, call O23 9275 6265 uow! 


www. atlasconversions. CO. uk 
aD, nike 
__ sea : 


— 
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their Cameleon 3 — now 
£4,950 and Cameleon 
CV Express — now £3,950. 
They have also reduced 
other communication aids, 
software and vocabularies 
and introduced an extended 
service and support 
package for the Cameleon 
series. 


Sunrise Medical (tel: 01384 | 
446789) have maintained their | 


lower prices for the Dyna Vox 
(£5,425) and DynaMyte 
(£4,995). 

It is now recognised that 
children need help and lots 
of fun activities to become 
active and confident 
communicators. Many 
organisations are publishing 
books and leaflets on how to 
encourage them. Two new 
ones were on show. The 
S.S.P.1.D.E.R. Project 
recognises that children 
who use communication 
aids, whether simple or 

sophisticated, have 
| difficulties communicating 
| with their peers, and the 
| Wolfson Centre has 
| developed a handbook 
| of practical games and 
] activities to encourage 
interaction (£42 + £3.50 
p&p). Tel: 020 7837 7618. 

The CALL Centre has a 
helpful little leaflet, Pictures, 
Clip Art and Other Stuff for 
Kids, which provides notes 
on managing pictures on a 
computer and lists useful 
websites for pictures, clipart, 


sound files and activities (SOp). | 


Tel: 0131 651 6236 

Dr Janet Larcher is an 
independent consultant on 
microtechnology aids for 
people with disabilities, tel: 
01932 847303. 


| 
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One picture isn’t enough to show you the way Electric 
Mobility products will improve your life. Prestige Mobility 
is proud to introduce a great new contest: we are giving 
away a Rascal scooter in our FREE Sweepstake! 


DID YOU KNOW THAT OVER 
150 RASCALS HAVE BEEN 
WON WORLDWIDE SO FAR!! 


The Rascal scooter is a prize that you'll use and enjoy everyday! 
Ride around your town or effortlessly zip through every 
room in your home. 


You'll be able to go where you want... 
when you want... 
independently, without relying on others. 


The Rascal is the only scooter that gives you three times the 
value of conventional scooters with its patented ConvertAble 
option for interchangeable front ends. This allows you to 
turn your scooter from a four wheel scooter to either a 
three wheel scooter or even a wheelchair! 


~ IMPORTANT: Please do not forget to include your telephone number so that we may call you if you are the next lucky winner! 


Please cut out and return to: 


IN ETE coateteccolotdcctasocceco cece ME eae ee Prestige Mobility Ltd., 

: Blenheim House, Holyhead Road, 

RRRMNONG scree ete ctccenccncseeeensstenccnnnsasccececeecntnnnnsanssceansncenonnnnansssccssceterene Bangor, North Wales, LL57 2DP 

sat ctl ed ncsnammnnonnnn 0800 970 6098 
Postcode stein nnnnnnernenenntinnantnnnnninannnannenin 
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32 Fashion 


JAMIE FACER 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 

soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems _ 
fitted 


Call Today 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 
Fax: 01256 768887 


Chic on a shoestring 


With the party season coming up, Emma Hawes shows 


; 


| 


you don’t need to spend a fortune to look the part 


n recent months, top models 

and fashion designers have 

started a trend for what they 
call “thrifting” — getting a 
bargain second-hand outfit. 

Jo Monaghan, who has 
cerebral palsy, is a team 
manager in the fundraising 
department of Scope. She 
usually only goes to charity 
shops to buy books, but was 
converted by the selection of 
clothes at Scope, Help the 
Aged and Sense. 

She particularly liked 
Scope’s long black dress with 
double spaghetti straps and a 
front split, orginally from Wallis 
(left). It looked even better 
accessorised with a pair of black 
evening gloves from Sense. 

This style was very much at 
home in the four-star deluxe 
Berners Hotel in London’s 
West End, which provided 
the glamorous location for 
our shoot. 

Another winner was the gold 
top from Help the Aged (far 
right, centre). Jo liked it so much 
she bought it after the shoot. 

Help the Aged also produced 
a modern black and silver dress 
from the funky label Pilot 
(far right, below). With a shiny 
silver sequinned Faith bag 
from Sense, it was perfect for 
going clubbing. 

A more understated look 
was a Yessica burgundy 
sleeveless velour dress from 


Help the Aged (far right, top). 
This dress would fit in well at 
almost any occasion. 

Jo looked stunning in a 
Next pink satin shift dress from 
Sense, which was very Audrey 
Hepburn yet also modern 
(centre, below). 

If your shopping taste buds 
have been tantalized, Scope is 
running its Dress to Impress 
promotion from 18 October to 
3 November, and Help the 


Aged has a similar promotion 
from 8 to 22 November, when 


all the party wear will be put 
out in the shops. 


So there are plenty of places 
to bag a bargain and get kitted 
out for the parties ahead. 

Jo says: “I would definitely 7 
have a look at charity shop 


clothes from now on. I am sure © 
there are some great bargains | 
to be had.” l 


Scope: 020 7619 7100 | 
Help the Aged: 
020 7278 1114 
Sense: 020 7272 7774 i 
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MISSING PERSONS 


Engage... 
disabled 
people in 


public life 


At a time when equal opportunities 
and community representation 

are high on the government's 
agenda, the importance of involving 
disabled people in the local and 
national decision-making process 
still seems to have been overlooked, 


says Ruth Scott. 


Public bodies play an 
important part in helping to 
shape Government policy and 
influence the spending of over 
£23 billion every year. So why 
are so few disabled people 
represented on these bodies? 

Inadequate information 
and lack of information in 
alternative formats about the 
opportunities available are 
typical barriers. This is 
compounded by a lack of 
accessible transport and 
communication services 
for attending meetings, 
inaccessible venues and an 
assumption that disabled 
people are not able or do 
not want to get involved. 

To challenge this, Scope has 
launched a groundbreaking 
network for disabled people 
who either hold (or are 
interested in holding) appointed, 
elected public or political office 
at a local or national level. 

Facilitated by Scope, the 
Engage Network is designed 
to highlight the perceived 
under-representation of 
disabled people in public life 
and encourage more disabled 
people to participate in 
the decision-making process 
at all levels. 

For those disabled people 
already involved in public life, 
the Engage Network will act as 
a forum to share information 
and experiences, and identify 
and target barriers to equal 


participation. It will provide a 
unique body of experience and 
expertise to help disabled people 
break down these barriers and 
increase disability awareness 
both in their own communities 
and at a national level. 
Existing Network members 
will also provide mentoring 
opportunities to those disabled 
people who wish to take on 
some community responsibility 
but do not know what is 
available or how to get involved. 
There are four main types of 
public body: 


Executive Bodies 
e.g. The Arts Council and the 
Disability Rights Commission 


Advisory Committees 

e.g. The Women’s National 
Commission and the Council 
for Science and Technology 


Tribunals 

e.g. Disability Appeals 
Tribunals and 
Employment Tribunals 


Prison Boards of Visitors 


There is also a wide range 
of local and regional public 
appointments including; 
school governors, magistrates, 
registered social landlords and 
roles within Health Authorities 
and NHS Trusts. 

There is also a range 
of political offices such as 


RARELY SEEN as 
MP, Prison Visitor or 
other key community 
decision-maker 


REWARD 


Including more disabled people 
in public and political life will better 
represent the richness and diversity 
of the whole community. 


Engage objectives 


RARELY SEEN as 
Tribunal Member, Local Councillor 
or other key community 
decision-maker 


...considering one in seven people is disabled, this lack of inclusion is highly suspect 


REWARD 


Including more disabled people 
in public and political life will 
lead to more effective and efficient 
decision-making. 


RARELY SEEN as 
Magistrate, School Governor 
or other key community 
decision-maker 


REWARD 


Including more disabled people 
in public and political life will empower 
disabled people and speed progress 
towards a fair and equal society. 


e To offer support, encouragement and new opportunities to disabled 
people already involved in public and political life. 


e To provide encouragement, advice, information and training to disabled 
people who want to get involved in public or political life. 


e To provide a forum where disabled individuals can identify common 
barriers to community participation and work towards removing them. 


e To forge strong links with public bodies and political parties and work 
closely with them to increase the participation of disabled people in 
decision-making at all levels. 


e To identify through research the extent of disabled people’s participation 
in public life as holders of elected or appointed public and political office. 


Members of Parliament, 
Local Councillors and Welsh 
Assembly Members. 

Monitoring the number 
of disabled people who hold 
public or political office has 
only started very recently, and 
some bodies still don’t do it at 
all. This means it is difficult to 
measure the extent of disabled 
people's participation in 
community decision-making. 
If the Government’s policies 
are to be truly inclusive, public 
bodies have to be representative, 
allowing people with diverse 
experiences to influence the 
life of their local community, 
as well as the national 
decision-making process. 

So, if you are interested in 
the work of Engage you may 


want to consider becoming 
a member or supporter. 

Members must self-define as a 
disabled person and either hold, 
or be interested in holding, 
an elected or appointed public 
or political office, at a local 
or national level. 

Anyone who thinks it is 
important for more disabled 
people to be involved in key 
community decision-making 
at all levels can be a supporter 
of the Engage Network. The 
more people and organisations 
that publicly support our aims 
the more likely it is that public 
and political bodies and other 
organisations will recognise 
the importance of involving 
disabled people in all aspects 
of their decision-making. 


For further details visit 
www.scope.org.uk/engage/ 


or write to: 


Engage Network 

c/o Campaigns Department 
Scope 

6 Market Road 

London N7 9PW 


Tel: 020 7619 7245 
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What was new at the Independent Living exhibition in September? DN sent in the experts to find out 


Independent moving 


Sue Clements found a big buggy, a folding 
mini-scooter and a pink walking frame 


s usual, the 
Independent Living 
show at Wembley 


allowed me to keep up to date 


customer who wanted to try 
wind surfing on land. It looks 
like a windsurfer on a metal 
frame with a three wheeled base. 
Tel: 01286 771191. 

Among bikes on display at 
the WRK stand was the new 
“double yellow,” two bikes 
attached to one another to 
allow a visually impaired person 
to ride alongside a sighted one. 
Tel: 01945 880014. 

There were several 


with mobility equipment and 
compare products. 

For those with a spirit of 
adventure, I found the 
Wordstar and the Blokart. 
The Wordstar (top right), 
from Cyclone Mobility and 
Fitness, is a huge outdoor 
four-wheel drive buggy 
which can be used for 
XDM (x-treme disabled 
motorsport) at a new 400 


acre site in 
Snowdonia. 
Virtually 
any disabled 
person will be 
able to take part 
in the driving 
courses. Tel: 0700 
2925663. 

The Blokart was 
obtained by Care and 
Mobility for a disabled 


new 
battery 
powered 
scooters. Pride 
has introduced the 
Quantum Blast, a mainly 
outdoor chair with front and 
rear suspension and a speed of 


up to 8 mph. Tel: 01869 233100. 


Sunrise Medical (tel: 01384 
446688) and Invacare (tel: 
01656-664321) had the Auriga 
and the Swift respectively, both 
with good mechanisms for 
moving the tiller forwards and 
backwards to allow access. 

Competition increased 


_ among mini-scooters with the 
addition of the Travelease from 


Ashdale Healthcare (left). It is 
not made for dismantling, but 
has a neat way of folding, and 
can be pulled along on two 
small caster wheels like a small 


suitcase and 
levered into a car boot when 
necessary. Top speed 3 mph 
and, like all scooters of its kind, 
it has a more limited battery 
capacity. Tel: O800-555825 

New to Gerald Simonds 
were the E motion (right, 
below) and E fix, which can be 
attached to the wheelhub of 
manual wheelchairs, giving 
power assist. The E motion 
dramatically reduces the effort 
needed to self propel: a slight 
touch of the propelling rim and 
the chair moves forward. The 
E fix converts a self 
propelling chair into a 
powered chair with joystick 
controls. Tel:01296 436557. 

The Wheelchair 
Corporation and Aldersley 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It's unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. It’s a car, take a look for yourself and 
you will hardly be able to spot the difference and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out 
ramp system gives instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're away. Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to put on their seatbelts. 


Making “ Life “ a little easier 


... And our “Liberty” range of wheelchair accessible vehicles are legendary 


ee 


sens 


Mercedes Benz V Class 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 


from £21,995 on the road 
Drive from wheelchair luxury MPV 
from just £29,995 on the road 
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NEW Seat Alhambra 
Sporting wheelchair accessible 
MPV from £18,995 on the road 


No compromise, wheelchair accessible motor cars from 


Calltoday for a 
FREE info pack 


Suzuki Wagon R+ 


NEW Chrysler Voyager 


Wheelchair accessible luxury Modern wheelchair accessible 


MPV from just £19,995 on the road car from just £9,9 the road: 


Battery Chairs have joined 
forces to the benefit of users. 
The Town and Country four- 
wheel drive outdoor chair has 
had a trailer attachment made 
“in-house” and they will be 
able to customise other 
products. Tel: 0121 5687326 
One of the problems for 
people using walking frames 
with baskets is that when they 
are folded, the baskets get 
detached and lost. Some 
wheeled walkers now have 
vinyl bags which stay in place 
and collapse with the walker 
when folded. Uniscan have a 
new three-wheeled walker, the 
Triumph, with a seat and a 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


aes 


JUBILEE 
AUTOMOTIVE 


Vauxhall Agila 


Wheelchair accesible car 
===fronry 9,995 on the road 


people who really care 


0 1 2 1 5O? 22 5? Or visit our website www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ 


(2 miles from junct.1 MS 
or junct. 9 M6 Motorway) 
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bag. The seat slides down 
the side of the frame when in 
use so the user can step into 
the frame when walking. 
Tel: 01268 419288 

Smith and Nephew have 
introduced a high riser frame 
(above) which can also be 
used as a toilet frame. It has 
two levels of handgrip and 
can help someone get up and 
down, on and off the toilet. 
This may help when there 
are no rails or other 
assistance available. The 
frame also has a neat folding 
mechanism and can pack 
flat. Tel: 01623 754047 

If you want a change from 
standard silver-grey walking 
frames, Promedics are 
offering a choice of colours 
including pink and blue. 

Tel: 01254 619000 

The exhibition stands 
were pretty busy. A visually 
impaired colleague found the 
colour contrast between the 
stand and the walkway 
carpet very helpful, but 
another colleague with 
impaired mobility had 
problems finding the 
courtesy buses. 

There was plenty of space 
to try out equipment and the 
test track provided a good 
opportunity to put a 
wheelchair or scooter 
through its paces. 

Sue Clements is senior 
advisior at the Disabled 
Living Foundation. 


Independent spirit 


What impressed designer Adam Thomas 
was how Independent Living lived up to 
its name: it was courting disabled people 


his year’s Independent 

Living Show at 

Wembley definitely had 
a different feel to it — disabled 
people looking to make their 
homes more suitable and 
adaptable. Usually, most visi- 
tors are occupational thera- 
pists and other professionals 
scouting for new products. 
This year, I felt like another 
consumer, with promoters 
marketing it first and fore- 
most at disabled people. 

There were more bathroom 
products than anything else, 
indicating just how much this 
room dominates so many 
disabled people’s lives — and 
what a difference getting it 
right means. Contour Showers 
launched their new 
ShowerDec. The shower tray 
(and shower curtain) comes 
with an anti-bacterial 
treatment to stop mould. 

I would have gone for this had 
it been on the market a year 
ago when I bought mine. 

Tel: 01606 592586. 

Chiltern Invadex also 
launched a “true level” access 
shower tray and enclosure, 
featuring a pumped waste 
system that overcomes the 
problem of slow drainage. 
And from Creative Healthcare 
came a new wet floor shower 
system, including wet floor 
shower gullies. Tel:01460 67144. 

I came looking for a new 
shower chair, my current one 
being nine years old and far 
too big (it was inherited from 
a friend). These are pricey, but 
it’s important to be safe and 
comfortable. I was looking for 
a nice sleek stainless steel one 
to match my new chrome 
bathroom accessories. No 


such luck. White and blue was 
pretty much the only thing on 
offer anywhere. However, I got 
excellent service from Tri-Care, 
(left, below) which offered a 
bespoke service and the chance 
to try out various styles, without 
water or having to take my 
clothes off. Tel: 01352 780020 

Though standard baths are 
no good for me, I thought I’d 
check out Parker (right, centre), 
which does a huge range of 
baths suitable for different 
disabled people. These baths can 
look good as well as having 
features such as thermostatic 
mixer systems to prevent scalds 
and “auto fill”, their newest 
system, which with a simple 
one-touch button auto-matically 
fills the bath to a pre-set level. 
Tel: 08702 424232 

As for kitchens, the choice 
was far more limited. In fact, 
N & C Phlexicare was the only 
company displaying them. The 
company has “some 25 years’ 
experience in the disability and 
elderly care market” and is just 
launching a “new breed” of 
kitchen “in response to 
customer demand for accessible 
kitchens that are not only 
practical but also stylish.” 
Sounds familiar. 

I would offer some advice 
to the company, though. The 
fitting was pretty appalling and 
not a good advertisement. 
Many of the details let them 
down. For example, under the 
hob there was a fixed drawer 
front on one side and a pull-out 
shelf at the other — but the 
wood grain went different ways 
on each, which looked pretty 
naff (right, top). The carousel 
was rickety and held together 
with masking tape. 

Tel: 020 7247 5432. 

I was most taken with the 
Surestop water switch (right, 
below), which replaces an 
inaccessible stop cock, needs 
no wiring, is easily plumbed in 
with a switch that works from 
up to 4 metres away and is 
brilliant if you’ve got a water 
leak. Fantastic and simple, like 
all the best ideas. At £25 plus 
VAT, it is affordable too. 

There were plenty of items 
that wouldn’t be much use 
to me but could help others — 
lift-up armchairs and fat- 
handled knives that could help 
people with arthritis, plus 
plenty of massage items. 

All in all, the Independent 
Living Show was a good, free 
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showcase of what’s on the 
market. You can go and find 
what you want and what will 
best suit you from a range of 
products. The more disabled 
people are informed about 
what suits them and about 
equipment to help independent 
living, the better. 

Adam Thomas in an interior 
designer for Design Matters 
in High Wycombe, Bucks. 


HANTVERKSDESIGN 


SOLUTIONS IN 
TECHNOLOGY 


sal 


THE ORIGINAL "TILT IN SPACE CHAIR" 


Headreast and Thoracic 
Supports are Standard 


All chairs come complete 
with warranty 


£1995 ex. VAT 


A NEW ADDITION TO THE URATHON RANGE OF WHEELCHAIRS 


e Thoracic & back supports - standard 

© Attendant or self propelled - standard 

© Dual braking system - standard 

® Elevating adjustable leg rests - standard 
© Pressure relief seating - standard 

© Seat depth flexibility - standard 

® Tilt in space seating - standard 

® Adjustable reclining backrest - standard 
© Adjustable arm rests - standard 

© Washable upholstery - standard 


® Incontinent protection cushion - standard 

® Flat free tyres & castors - standard 

® Choice of wheels - standard 

© Quick release wheels - standard 

© Table moulded to fit around body and 
upholstery- option 

® 27 + Adaptations available for special 
needs 

© Weight capacity 135 Kg 

© Paediatric versions available 


A PRECISION ENGINEERED CHAIR FOR ALL DAY COMFORT 


World Leaders in Flat Free Tires 
Urathon Europe Ltd., Thane House, Hilmarton, Wiltshire SN11 8SB 
Tel. +44 (0)1249 760581 Fax. +44 (0) 1249 760547 
Email: worldwidesales@urathon.com Website: www.urathon.com 
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s we say goodbye to shorts and suncream, get ready for CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY ACROSS 
FXconkers and cold with our autumn flavoured crossword. Creating opportunities with wo Csi 1 and 3 Across. Flighty Hitchcock movie? (3,5) 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


3.9 See IgACtOss 

6. Autumnal activity for some birds (9) 

10. Flightless Australian bird (3) 

11. Seasonal hit for The Kinks in 1967 (6,7) 

13. Label used to mark something (3) 

15. Colour of some Autumn leaves (3) 

17. Squirrels gather these in Autumn (4) 

18. Famous 19th Century French chemist and bacteriologist (7) 

19. Merry-go-round (8) 

21. Term that could be used to describe Guy Fawkes (8) 

23. Possessions having value (6) 

26. Children make turnip ones for Halloween (8) 

29. Some animals prepare to do this in Autumn (9) 

31. He is Lloyd Webber's most famous lyricist (4) 

32. Person involved with drugs (4) 

33. They are turned into conkers (9) 

34. And 16 Down. Children may wear this to go Trick or 
Treating (5,5) 


Down 

Grass mown or dried for fodder (3) 
Noises made by young lambs (6) | 
Mass of fish eggs (3) 
Hibernating creatures (9) 

Small rodent (5) 

Fireworks discharging a shower of sparks (5,7) 
Farm vehicles well-used at harvest-time (8) | 
Units of electrical resistance (4) 
12. Animal which will hunt 6 Down (3) | 
14. Migratory birds (5) 

16. See 34 Across 

18. Fleshy fruit tapering towards their stalks (5) 

20. Autumnal month (7) 

21. Fruit which may be gathered in Autumn (6) 

22. News agency of the former Soviet Union (4) 

24. He was Paul McCartney's song-writing partner (6) 
25. Chianti and Barolo are wines from this country (5) 
27. Ark-builder (4) 

28. Naming word (4) 

29. Sharp, sibilant sound (4) 


CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN 30. Frozen water (3) 
ILLUSTRATION BY VALERIE BARR 31. Deep track made by wheels (3) 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 39 
Candid Dan 


SO) Core eagle ace ah 


Summer holiday time — 
but what makes big mouth 
Batten go silent? 


Quicker, Easier Way to Subscribe! 


Subscribing to DN couldn’t be easier. Simply fill out the form here and send with your payment to 
our FREEPOST address below. And to make paying easy for you, we now accept Switch, along 
with cheques, postal orders or credit cards. 


A: much as I enjoy doing my bit for DN, there comes a 
time when I need a break. As usual, when Batten’s bones 
get frazzled, Becky whisks me away to put the stresses and 
strains of city life behind me. 

A few days of the latest de-tuning session were spent 


If you receive any of the means-tested benefits listed below, you are entitled to a subscription to 
DN for FREE — just send us proof of your benefit entitlement. 


Don’t forget, if you call our new hotline you can pay immediately by Switch or Credit Card. 


DN10/01 lazing around her new house. She returned home from 

, ® nifetnseeSuocsisbo bons sotstSotaSys00S tohgssS2 Re te eee MRR 2S anhctuselt Renee ROL ee ; work on the first day to find yours truly doing his best Homer 
@) Simpson impression on the sofa. A knowing look said that 
Bo rererreeetsseserseenersvececccnnceacnnnnencanacengnnnensnananegannsnnnsunsananensocennnonegcanenensnnareqnnneneqsnneaceennneegantanenuuaneeceunansegnnnanancnnnansesseat r this wasn’t much of a surprise, nor was the absence of a 
I 1 coherent greeting. 
I @ sa eee eeeeveverenscccancesseennsceeenscceseenseseaseseesscacueasesneraseseeesseouseesseeravesenaneceasesaseeescesereeeesacennscersseeuscccsseescecesocecscesccecsacsacacseveresaccscccccesecceseovece : My slothfulness was cut short when I finally met Becky’s 
| Ox a Of fee 1 | | parents. My introduction was anything but gentle, as her dad 
I |/We enclose a cheque or postal order for £ .....cssscsseeee which includes a donation of £ owes : : eeeidee chat sa should all a oe a Sertoli nea nee abs 
| authorise you to charge my VISA ~ACCESSQ) SWITCHO ofa walking addict, our five mile trawl must have been like 
pineal NO cee ate eee ns tan ae Issue No. (Switch only) .......... MANGMTOMIS snes. Expiry dates 3..2-a. ] going to the comenshop to ao a 
bo. , specimen like me it felt more like a test to join the SAS. 
f SIGN SLUGS ee cee ona Dele: ees cee eee eee 1 After my abortive attempt at joining the outdoor set, it was 
1 Cheques payable to Disability Now. Send to address below. I time to retire to the Lake District for a few days. This retiring 
Rooke aioca Ra cae ; made Becky rather anxious, as that rarest of experiences 
1 Those on means-tested benefits FREE eS tax exeniption tee cee barons ! occurred — muy Dein awestruck and seadeted sy eave 
| individual at home address 1 year £48 O tax credit, job seeker’s allowance | ! scenery around me. Walking through hills and parks and 
' : (please include proof of entitlement— documentation |! riding across the beautiful lakes in perfect peace gave me the 
I years £35 © showing name of claimant and benefit type) i aE f ey eee eT h ; y. 
I Professional/organisation 1year £28 ©) Multiple copy rates available on request } I CO eae ieee ke ee eee ae eee ee 
i I feeling reinforced when I reached Euston station. I might try 
i eyears £53 O Saaaeee — I and bribe our editor into letting me work from up there. 
Europe lyear £33 © Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST Shouldn’t be too hard: I’m sure everyone would enjoy the 

Rest of world 1year £35 @ LON18316, Patchway, Bristol BS32 0ZZ a) peace here. 
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now youreable.com to motor 


Visit www.youreable.com for information and advice on disability. 
MOTORING ¢ WORK e MONEY ¢ EQUIPMENT ¢ TRAVEL 
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On the rebound 

have had so many disappoint- 

ments in my life that a lot of 
the time I feel like giving up. I’ve 
recently lost another boyfriend 
— he just walked out after we 
had been together for five years. 
Is it because I’m disabled? I feel 
like retreating into my shell and 
never coming out again. 

Maria, Northamption 

No, don’t retreat. I know you 
will find this hard, but if he 
didn’t stay, he probably wasn’t 
good long term material — 
you’re better off without him. 
There will be someone new, but 
give yourself time to recover. 

I know this is no comfort, 
but most people (disabled and 
able-bodied) go through these 
problems and emerge stronger 


Into Volunteering: Positive Experiences of 
Disabled People, published by Skill, Chapter 
House, 18-20 Crucifix Lane, London SE1 3JW, 
tel: 0800 328 5050, e-mail: info@skill.org.uk, 
free to individual disabled people 


Disabled Living Centres Council, Disabled 
Living Centre, Redbank House, 4 St. Chad’s 
Street, Manchester M8 8QA, tel: 0161 214 5959 


Dear Ann 


* love and loneliness 

* bereavement 

* personal problems 

* advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or e-mail your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


and wiser on the other side. 

In the meantime, take up 
some interesting activities — not 
just to take your mind off things, 
but to become an even more 
interesting person. By taking 
risks, you will meet lots of 
similarly minded people. When 
a new boyfriend comes along, 
he will find you a fascinating 
person, particularly because 
you are not fixated on him. 

The philosopher AC 
Grayling said that “the cost of 
avoiding trouble is a terrible 
one... it is the cost of never 
really having lived.” 


Moving out 
live in a Leonard Cheshire 
bungalow for more indepen- 
dent residents. 


National Centre for Independent Living, 
250 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5RD, 
tel: 020 7587 1663 


Recently, I decided I would 
like to move into my own 
place. I have spina bifida and 
will need some care, including 
some chores done. Who 
should I talk to? 

I don’t want to move too far 
away from my parents or 
friends, who live nearby. 

Emma, Gloucester 
Iam sure you have given the 
idea of moving a lot of thought. 
First, you really should speak 
to the right person at Leonard 
Cheshire because they would 
need to get the ball rolling with 
your local social services, as 
you want to stay nearby. 

It may take some time and 
you will need to be persistent. 
You would need to find out 
how you are presently funded 


Guide to grants for individuals in need, 
Directory of Social Change, 24 Stephenson 
Way, London NW1 2DP, tel: 020 7209 5151 


Disability Equipment Register, 
4 Chatterton Road, Yate, Bristol, BS37 4BJ 


A change of scenery 


’m really bored with my life. ’'m fed up with my job, but asl 


a disabled person, I think that there are only very limited 


opportunities. What can I do? 


Bob, Gravesend | 


Don’t think that opportunities are limited. How about volun- 
teering? There really is no end to your choice of opportunities. If 
you have professional qualifications, you can even apply to 
Voluntary Service Overseas to serve for two years wherever they 
send you, and they welcome disabled people. They also pay all of | 
your travelling expenses and give you a living wage. 

Whatever you do, you will find an unexpectedly different 
attitude to life and new ways to live it. 

I recommend you get a copy of Into Volunteering: Positive 
Experiences of Disabled People, published by Skill. 


and how this could be 
transferred. 

Social services may be 
somewhat reluctant to upset 
your current arrangements, 
since they always have waiting 
lists for accommodation. You 
should ask to see a social 
worker who could explain what 
would be involved. There may 
be two sources of accommo- 
dation in your area — through 
either the local authority or a 
housing association. 

The National Centre for 
Independent Living also 
provides information and 
advice, and works closely 
with disabled people. 

As for your friends in Leonard 
Cheshire, it’s important to 
consider how much you would 
miss them on a daily basis. 


It worked for me 

ia aving read about the diffi- 
culties readers are having 

with getting accommodation, 

you may be interested in my 


If you would like to learn more 
about BP, please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269 for a free copy 
of our audio cassette which 
gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 2000. 


experience. I was recommend- 
ed to contact Shelter, who 
offered me first floor accommo- | 
dation with separate living 
room and bedroom. The only 
adjustment needed was an | 
access plank for the bath which | 
was provided by my social 
work department, and soon 
afterwards a shower. 

Charles, Edinburgh 
Good to hear from you again. 
I am always pleased to have 
information I can pass on. 


Free wheeling? 
want to buy a vertical electric 
wheelchair. These chairs are 
very expensive (£8,000+). I have 
looked into financial assistance 
from various charities but have 
found they concentrate on 
assisting children. Do you know | 
of any charities that deal with 
young adults (I am 20)? 
Milly, South East 
A useful book Guide to grants 
for individuals in need, should 
be available in your local library. 
You could also contact 
your nearest disabled living 
centre where you can get 
advice. The Disabled Living 
Centres Council will tell you 
which one is nearest to you. 
If you are considering 
secondhand equipment, 
contact the Disability 
Equipment Register. A 
registration fee is payable. 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice 
and support on personal 
and spiritual problems. 
Disabled herself, Lin is a 
psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, with a post- 
graduate diploma in home- 
opathic medicine. If you 
have something you need to 
discuss in confidence, talk 
to her on Mondays 6pm- 
10pm and Thursdays 1pm- 
Spm, tel: 01787 882111. 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 
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“It’s charity, but not as we know it” is the theme of the Charities 
Aid Foundation annual conference and exhibition 2001, 
8 November 9am-6pm. It will explore the rapidly changing face 
of the UK voluntary sector and ask where do we go from here. 
The free virtual conference can be joined at 
www.society.guardian.co.uk/conferences/caf 
Tel: 01732 520074 for more information or to book tickets. 


The Disabled Lesbians’ Social Group meets for workshops and 
to chat on the last Tuesday of every month 7pm-8.30pm at the 
Kath Locke Centre, 123 Moss Lane East, Hulme, Manchester 
M15 SDD, tel 0161 455 0212 or fax 0161 455 0213. 


Whizz-Kidz Free2B conference, 22 October at Ocean in Hackney, 
London. It will highlight the importance of independent 
mobility for all young people and has several guest speakers 
including the comedienne Francesca Martinez. Tickets are 

£5 per person. For details tel: 020 7233 6600 or log on to 
www.whizz-kidz.org.uk 


Springboard UK National Careers Festival on 23 October 

is hosting a conference called Disability 2001, which will raise 
awareness for employees and provide a job fair for people 
with disabilities. For details visit www.springboarduk.org.uk 
or call 0800 777 1009. 


Greater London Action on Disability (GLAD) is holding a two 
day training course 24 -25 October at the Conference Centre, 
336 Brixton Road, London, 9.45-4.30pm. The aim of the course 


will be to learn about the rights of disabled people, the Disability 


Discrimination Act and Human Rights Act, and to see how 
you can bring about change in your workplace. 
Tel: 020 7346 5814, fax: 020 7346 8844. 


Valuing People — Voices Unheard, supporting families caring 
for people with profound and multiple learning disabilities, 
is on 15 November at the London Voluntary Sector Resource 
Centre. For details, tel: 01273 623222, fax: 01273 625526 

or email pavpub@pavilion.co.uk 

Book online at wiww.pavpub.com 


The National Assembly for Wales is marking International Day 
of Disabled People by hosting an event for young disabled 
people at the National Assembly on 3 December, “a day 

to celebrate the independence and equal status of disabled 
people, a vitally important message for the wider community”. 
Young people between the ages of 16 and 18 have been invited 
to attend one of four workshops to be held in October and 
November in different regions of Wales. 


The Dyspraxia Foundation will hold its annual conference at the 
London Voluntary Resource Centre, 13 October, focussing on 
the effects of dyspraxia, particularly in adolescence and on to 
adulthood. For details contact Reach, tel: 01462 454986. 


The Royal Hospital for Neuro Disability is holding a conference 
on the neuro-behavioural rehabilitation of severe brain injury: 
theory and practice, 23 October, 9am-4.30pm. Aimed at 
professionals working with people who have severe and 
challenging behaviour due to brain injury, the one day 
conference will cover areas including rights and risks in 

severe brain injury, and approaches in behavioural 
management. More information from Lisa Reis, 

tel: 020 8780 4500 extension 5236. 


Special Needs London 2001 will be held 1-3 November at the 
Business Design Centre, London. The biggest exhibition of its 
kind, and aimed at all school educators, there will be specialist 
book publishers, software companies, games, toys, stationery 
suppliers, schools, charities, government agencies and teacher 
associations, as well as seminars. Contact EPS Exhibitions, 

tel: 020 7565 7474, e-mail: mail@publishers.org.uk 


The Disabled Living Foundation seeks people to take part in its 
DLF Nepal Expedition, 3-17 March 2002. This two-week 
expedition involves trekking through the Annapurna mountains 
and white water rafting the Kali Gandaki River. You’ll sample 
Nepali culture and pass sacred temples, picturesque villages and 
staggering waterfalls. Basic fitness is obviously required. 

Full details, including sponsorship money you need to raise, 

tel: 020 7432 8008, e-mail: raft@dlforg.uk 


tee ANI) PEAY 


“Get into work, rest and play’ is the theme of this year’s Rehab & Care 
exhibition at the NEC, Birmingham 14-15 November. 

It will cover employment, access, technology, mobility, relaxation, 
travel and sport as well as solutions for independent living. 


Look out for the Job Shop, in association with Equal Opportunities, 
where you can find out about your rights in the work place, how your 
employer can create a more accessible working area and advice on 
finding a job. PowerSport will be showing multifunctional sports 
equipment and advising on the benefits of exercise and what 
equipment you need to keep fit. The Travel Shop will have information 
On specialist holiday activities. And there's a range of adjustable height 
kitchen appliances, safety features and cupboards, plus lots of demonstrations. 

Among the sessions, you'll find an update on the use of cannabis for people with multiple sclerosis and 
play ideas for disabled children. 

Look out for the new Tilt in Space wheelchair from Urathon Europe on stand 736, with its curved head 
rest, thoracic supports, extending and elevating leg rests, attendant/user brakes and a choice of wheel sizes. 

And don't forget to visit DN on stand 1023. 


For advance free tickets: 
tel 0870 429 4372, fax 020 7874 0468 
e-mail pippa.williams@emap.com 
website www.rehabandcare.co.uk 


RehabyCare 2001 


The National Event Promoting Independence 


e Publications 


Y Care International, the development agency of the YMCA movement, has published “Developing 
Ability”, an information and activity pack focusing on disability as a global and development issue. 
It investigates the links between disability and poverty and encourages young people to take action 
in their local community. £1 from Sarah Leonard, Y Care International, 3-9 Southampton Row, 
London WC1B SHY. 


The Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus (ASBAH) has published eight new continence 
topic sheets, including toilet training and spina bifida, adaptations for toileting, and bladder 
augmentation. £3, inc p&p (cheques made payable to ASBAH). Single sheets free from ASBAH 
Information, 42 Park Road, Peterborough PE1 2UQ. 


The British Institute of Learning Disabilities (BILD) has issued “Shared Ownership for People with 
Learning Disabilities” by Tony Dixon, a useful starting point for anyone supporting people with 
learning disabilities in making housing choices, including shared ownership. A free accessible version 
is available from the BILD tel: 01562 850251. 

Induction by Alice Bradley is a study workbook for staff starting a new job with people with learning 
disabilities, and provides most of the information needed for the induction-learning disability unit of the 
certificate in working with people who have learning disabilities at level two. Priced at £12 & £1.20 p&p 
(BILD members get a 10 per cent discount). Send your order to BILD Publications, Plymbridge 
Distributors, Estover Road, Plymouth, PL6 7PZ, tel: 01752 202301, or fax: 01752 202333. 


Children First Video, developed by the Wirral School for Parents in association with Scope, covers 
general issues related to disability rather than a specific approach. It highlights the importance of a 
positive approach when working with children with physical impairment. £5 for parents/carers and 
£10 for professionals from Children First, Scope, 99 Cavendish Drive, Walton, Liverpool, L9 NB, 
tel: 0151 525 3090. Cheques made payable to Wirral School For Parents. 


Incontact, the national charity for people affected by bladder and bowel problems, has produced its 
bladder and bowel problems booklet for health workers in large print. It includes information on 
pelvic floor exercises, treatments and travel advice. An audiocassette version will be available later 
this year. Free, tel: 020 7700 7035 or email: info@incontact.org 


The British Epilepsy Association has launched Upfront, an information pack offering advice to 
teenagers with epilepsy as they move through school, college and into adult life. Free from the 
British Epilepsy Association Helpline, tel: 0808 800 S050. 


DN WEBSITE UPDATE 


The DN website discussion forum has been improved. 
To make it easier and quicker to communicate with other 
DN readers, we now have 16 forums covering: 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. The 3. Birds 

6. Migration 10. Emu 

11. Autumn Almanac 

13. Tag 15. Red 17. Nuts 

18. Pasteur 19. Carousel 

21. Arsonist 23. Assets 

26. Lanterns 29. Hibernate 
31. Rice 32. User 

33. Chestnuts 34. Fancy 
DOWN: 2. Hay 3. Bleats 

4. Roe 5. Squirrels 6. Mouse 
7. Roman Candles 

8. Tractors 9. Ohms 12. Cat 
14. Geese 16. Dress 18. Pears 
20. October 21. Apples 

22. Tass 24. Lennon 25. Italy 
27. Noah 28. Noun 29. Hiss 
30. Ice 31. Rut 


access ° arts * communication * education * employment ¢ 
equipment/technology ° finance « health & disabilities ¢ 
international topics * legislation * leisure ¢ politics * social 


issues © sport * transport & parking ¢ other topics. 


So, why not visit and have your say! 


DID YOU KNOW? 


DN is available on tape, disk and by e-mail. Contact Talking 
Newspapers, see imprint, page 2. 


EEE 
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e Websites 


Royal Mail has launched 
its new website, designed 
to cater for disabled 
people with a wide range 
of impairments. It allows 
users maximum flexibility 
in accessing content 

and navigating around 
the site. Users can, 
amongst other things, 
take advantage of the 
postcodes on-line search 
facility, or track the 
progress of any special 
delivery item. 


“Ape 


www. fastuk.org is a 
website, which contains a 
database of assistive 
technology research and 
development, and a link to 
a relevant report laid before 
parliament on 17 July 
bringing developments to 
the attention of the 
government. 


The Sainsbury Centre for 
Mental Health has launched 
a new guide to acute 
mental health inpatient 
care on the mental health 
topics page of its website 
www.scmh.org.uk 


Salisbury Lifestyles is a 
new website encouraging 
independent disabled 


people in the Salisbury area 
to visit the pub, cinema, 
theatre, go bowling etc 
together. 
http:/salisburylifestyles.tripod 
com 


Arthritis Care will launch 
their new website on 

11 October, the day before 
World Arthritis Day. The 
site will include a database 
of local branches and 
groups, self management 
courses and Arthrits Care 
helplines, as well as a link 
to a helpline for young 
people with arthritis. You 
will also be able to register 
to receive regular updates 
about Arthritis Care’s 
work by email. 
www.arthritiscare.org.uk 


¢ Helplines 


Contact a Family, the 
charity which provides 
support and advice to 
parents of all disabled 
children, is now offering the 
Language Line telephone 
interpreting service. It gives 
access to professional 
interpreters in more than 
100 languages within 

90 seconds. 

Tel: 0808 808 3555, 
Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm. 


e What's on 
ws oF Ss 


The Socialist Health 
Association and the NHS 
Consultants Association will 
hold Patients on Top, 12 
October at Ashton Court 
Mansion, Long Ashton, 
Bristol. The conference is 
aimed at health service 
professionals and will examine 
whether the Bristol Royal 
Infirmary enquiry and clinical 
governance will make a 
difference to the quality of care 
the NHS provides. More 
information from Martin 
Rathfelder, Tel: 0161 286 1926, 
email martin@sochealth.co.uk 


| The Greater London 
| Association of Disabled 
People (GLAD), London 
Regeneration Network and 

| Women’s Design Service will 
be looking at how disabled 


women can benefit from 
neighbourhood renewal 

| funding which is available 
in 19 London boroughs, at 
Tindlemanor, 52-54 
Featherstone Street, London 
| EC1, 12.30-4.30pm. More 

| information from Val, 

| tel: 020 7700 8119, email: 
disconf@lvsc.org.uk 


ATTENTION 


DN cannot guarantee inclusion in a 
particular issue. Due to deadlines, please 
send details at the earliest opportunity. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


DN is available on tape, disk and by 
e-mail. Contact Talking Newspapers, 
see imprint, page 2. 


Receiving Direct Payments? 
Thinking about applying for them?) 


We take the hassle out of | 


management service | 


Calculating salary due 
Issuing payslips | 

Managing Tax | 

National Insurance returns 
Liaison with Inland Revenue | 


We offer a professional service wherever you live in the UK, and |) 
our competitive rates may be built into your Direct Payment |, 
allowance. 


By using Shaw-Direct, you will be supporting a social firm which |] 
provides work and training for disabled people. 


DNO901 


Shaw-Direct, Room 058, Acton Town Hall, Winchester Street, Acton. W3 6NE 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Converters Association 


Over the past two years the six companies who have been supplying Motability with 
wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVS) have come together with a view to producing 
a code of practice for the industry. 


The Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA) and Vehicle inspectorate (VI) who are regulatory agencies of the 
Department of Environment and Transport in the Regions (DETR) have welcomed the formation of the 
Association. Motability and MFL have also applauded the setting down on paper of a code which ensures a 
standard of both product and service for the customer. 


Although a new born association the following founder members, in alphabetical order, Brotherwood, 
Constables, Gowrings, Lewis Reed, Universal and Widnes have between them considerable 
experience In converting and providing vehicles which transport the individual passenger when travelling 
seated in their own wheelchair. We have set minimum standards to ensure that future customers will have 
full confidence in a converter who has achieved the necessary criteria to join this Association. 


The method of conversion will always remain a speciality of individual members to ensure each customer 


has freedom of choice and that healthy competition exists between converters. 


A sign bearing the WAVCA logo will appear on each of the founder members’ stands following the launch of 
the Association at this year’s Mobility Roadshow. 
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DN LINAGE 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


e Personal 
DESPERATELY SEEKING SUSAN or Jane, 


Carol or whoever, 35-45 for London 
gent who enjoys travel and the arts. I've 
got my own wheels. Box no: 124 


YOUNG MAN, 38, with cp lives indepen- 
dently, own transport. Interests include 
music, sport, cinema, pubs, eating out 
and swimming. Wltm friends for nights 
out, outings etc. North Surrey, South 
West London area. Box no:125 


BLACK MALE, 35, able-bodied, wltm a 
deaf female, 22-45 for friendship/rela- 
tionship. Box no: 126 


VERY PRETTY LADY, tanned complexion, 
seeks gentleman up to S53 for a lifetime 
partnership, non-smoker, caring, 
homely, LONDON only. I am blind 
but sporty. Box no: 127 


MALE, 50, AMPUTEE, wheelchair-user. 
Lives independently, own flat and car. 
Wltm lady to share happy times 
together, friendship and maybe more. 
West Midlands area but will travel 
anywhere for the right person. Box no: 128 


MY NAME IS MICHAEL. | am a Christian 
astrologer (not professional). I have a 
rare type of dyslexia. Interests are 
history, old time dancing, piano, 
newspaper cuttings and steam engines. I 
am a young looking 51 and wltm a lady, 
perhaps younger. I am 6 ft and slim. I 
live near Bishop's Stortford. Box no: 129 


39 YEAR OLD male with hydrocephalus 
seeks male penpal from Levehrkusen 
in Germany of Northern Belgium, to 
correspond with in either German 
or Flemish, as Iam a keen language 
learner. Box no: 130 


36 YEARS OLD, divorced, have cp 
and am a wheelchair user. Looking for 
male, 50-63, smoker, for relationship. 
All letters answered. East Anglia. 
Box no: 131 


SMART LADY. MID 50s with cp. 
Lives independently, wheelchair user, 
likes socialising, reading, trips out. 
Seeks male for friendship/relationship. 
Box no: 132 


e Cars/vans 


FORD TRANSIT VAN 2.5 diesel, automatic. 
Drive from wheelchair, metallic green, N 
reg, alloy wheels, electric windows, air 
conditioning, stereo and CD. Electric 
riedown, accelerator/brake, gears, door 
ind lift with remote control. Horizontal 
steering, fsh, good condition. £8,500 ono. 
Tel: 0115 978 4032 or 0778 511 5926. 


FIAT DOCATO WITH lift, white, J reg, 
MOT, 41k miles, I owner. 4 seats, 
vec, tracks, fitted windows. £3,999. 
Tel: 020 8558 6663. 


FORD COURIER COMBI (Brotherwood 
conversion), k reg '93, 1.8 diesel, 106k 
miles, blue, good condition, fsh, MOT 
until Feb 02, 4 seats plus wheelchair, 
ramp. £2,000. Tel: 020 8568 8288 (West 
London). 


R REGISTERED DARK green Chrysler 
Grand with Constables 
conversion, electric wheelchair and 
electric hoist on passenger side. £15,000 
ono. Tel: 01582 840024. 


Voyager 


SWIVEL SEAT, PASSENGER side, MAZDA 
323. £350 ono. Excellent condition. Tel: 
0115 9744434. 


NISSAN VANETTE VERSA 1500, 
petrol, manual, H reg, 32k miles, 
white. Vgc, alloy wheels, MOT expires 
July 02, tax Oct 01. Fsh, wheelchair 
access, rear ramps, 5 passengers, 
1 wheelchair. £2,100 ano. Tel: 01945 
463394 (Cambs). 


NIPPI HONDA 

80CC road vehicle reg '95. 

Motorbike front, 3-wheel 
conversion for "drive-in" with large 
wheelchair. Reverse gear, reinforced 

ramp and base. 4,500 miles only. 
A fun vehicle. £2,800 ono. 
Tel: 01964 535309/551655. 


180 DEGREES TRAVELSEAT from 
Carmobility. Base plate for Saab 900. 
Little used, very good condition. £375 
ono. Tel: 01858 431548. 


VW SHARAN 2.0, S model, V reg Dec '99. 
Brotherwood conversion, rear ramp, 
54 ins headroom, petrol, manual, ice 
blue. Only 13k miles, fsh, air-condition- 
ing. £18,000. Tel: 01420 520391/07973 
848918. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.3 Explorer, WAV, 
winch, ramp, G reg, 28k miles. Vgc, 
service history, MOT 04/02. £1,700. 
Tel: 01922 478978. 


CITROEN XSARA ESTATE 1.6, auto, W 
reg, fsh, push pull hand controls, 16k 
miles. £9,000 ono. Tel: 01924 275153 


CHAIRMAN FIAT 1.4, petrol, P reg, 
Gowring conversion. Good condition, 
MOT April 2002, 28k miles, 
only, 435950.) Vocated™ in (Surrey. 
Tel: 01932 348843 or 07961 817101. 


CHAIRMAN FORD, AUTO, P reg, 26k 
miles, 1 year MOT, 6 months tax, AA 
inspected. Gowrings conversion with 
ramp and winch, 2 rear seats with 
wheelchair space between. £7,000 or 
near offer. Tel: 01501 771760. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE SLX, 2.0, J reg, blue, 
56k miles, Brotherwood rear ramp 
wheelchair conversion. Electric front 
windows, infill seat, fsh, MOT 
until April 2002, 1 owner. £8,750. 
Tel: 01634 231756. 


METROCAB, DIESEL, AUTO, 1994, 
M reg. Pas, 15k miles only. One private 
owner, fsh. £6,995. Tel: 0114 255 4957 
(S Yorks). 


¢ Wheelchair 


NIPPI POWERCHAIR, 3 years old. £1,000. 
Tel: 01708 861986 (after 6 pm). 


CYCLONE WHEELCHAIR, DETACHABLE 
wheels, 14% ins seat. Excellent 
condition. Sell for £120. Tel: 01789 
763878 (Midlands) 


SHOPRIDER 4 WHEELER, 2 years old 
but hardly used. Excellent condition, 
cover included. £1,250 ono. Tel: 020 
8296 9127 (evening) or 07949 289288 
(anytime). 


QED ELECTRIC PAGE turner, was £1,500 
new, 3 years old, on free standing trolley 
with wheels, will accept £450. 
Tel: 01273 477102 (Lewes). 


EVEREST & JENNINGS Elite Whisper 
electric wheelchair. Mint condition 
£1,100. Tel: 01483 810942 (Surrey). 


ELAP SEAT, 3 years old, as new. To fit 
Ford Escort. £290. Tel: 01282 698190. 


WHEELCHAIR FITTED WITH TGA power 
pack battery and charger, as new. 
Clamp fitted for Oxygen bottle. Used 
twice. Cost £1,075 new, £850 ono. Tel: 
01438 210357. 


STERLING MIDI SENIOR 3 scooter with 
charger, basket. Range 23 miles, max 
speed 4 mph, metallic red, 1997, hardly 
used. Cost £2,000, accept £650. Tel: 020 
8505 4272. 


¢ Combine 


ALVEMA HIGHBACK PUSHCHAIR, 
vec, £550. Pine Peto equipment £80. 
T.F.H. Swing seat £20. Panther Tricycle 
£240. Tel: 0118 9621357. (Berkshire) 


2 CARONY WHEELCHAIRS — comfort 
transport, eliminates lifting in/out of 
car. Can be used in house and street. 
Bev manual, also electric wheelchair 
with recaro seat, charger, swivel plate 
and electric hoist for car boot. Any 
offers considered. Tel: 020 8580 2925. 


NEW KARMA RECLINING wheelchair 
headrest and legrests raise. Excellent 
condition, £800 new, not used, sale 
price £600. Also, Elap passenger rotating 
car seat, vgc, cost £700, new sale price 
£450 ono. Tel: 020 8365 1486 (London). 


CRAFTMATIC ELECTRIC BED, queensize, 
fully adjustable top and tail, 2 vibrating 


massage settings, reversable. Ortho/firm 
mattress, 1 year warranty, cost £3,200 
new, will accept £900 ono. Excellent 
condition. Tel: 01442 3939987. 


ROYAL AUPING SINGLE bed. Fully 
automatic. Head and foot motors. 
Integral light, tables and head end. 1 
year old, scarcely used. Cost £4,485. 
Accept £2,000 ono. Tel: 01923 827894 
(Central London) 


2 HEMCO INVALID armchairs. Dark 
beige. Fully automatic. 1 year old. Cost 
£900 each, accept £400 ono each. 
Thetford portable toilet stand and 
frame. £30 ono. Tel: 01923 827894 
(Central London). 


NIGARA MASSAGE HEATPAD 


including hand massage unit, instruction 


set 


video and manual all unused, £1,097. 
New asking price £850 or very 
Also, 
(acupuncture without needles), unused 
with handbook, guaranteed, £90. 
Tel: 01903 521233. 


Meaty Otnen. Acupoint unit 


THERAPRO STANDARD SINGLE Bed with 
hand-held controller. 3-year warranty 
from January 2001. Cost £1,495, accept 
£795. Tel: 01283 716218. 


¢ Accomm: 


3 STOREY HOUSE, fully converted 
for disabled use. There are suitable 
lifts between floors. Door opening inter- 
com system fitted throughout. 
Large bedroom, served by a lift which 
is accessible from the living room. 
The upstairs also has a spare room 
and toilet. 
kitchen, wheel-in shower 


Downstairs accessible 
and low 
toilet. From the door, outside the 
kitchen, there is a patio with a view 
of The Brecon Beacons. Large, steep 
Further the 
house, there is a pub and, nearby, 


garden. along from 


there “are) general "stores. and. a 
newsagents. Doctor's surgery about 10 
minutes from the house. Railway line 
from Cardiff to Merthyr Tidfil, station 
only 20 miles away (station is accessi- 


ble). £19,000 ono. Tel: 01443 699094. 


¢ Wanted 


MOOVER 85. Tel: 01332 663521 (Derby) 


To help you sell your 
equipment, DN now 
places all the linage 


adverts on our 
website, for one 
month, free of charge. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big impres- 
sion. Small ads in DN reach 
over 70,000 people for just 
£6 a line. All small ads must 
be paid for in advance. If you 
want to advertise, please use 
the form provided. Send it 
with a cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send a 
cheque or postal order for 
£10 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. If 
you do not it will be 
opened. Send it to DN, 
address:on page 2. 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw linage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 

Telephone numbers and 
addresses will not be placed in 
personal adverts, for confidentiality. 
Instead, Box numbers will be 
provided. Likewise, telephone 
numbers and addresses will not 
be given out over the telephone 
if requested. 

Box Numbers can be requested 
for non-personal adverts. However, 
it may limit the response to it. If you 
want to advertise documents, goods 
or services contact Richard 
Gresham (tel: 020 7619 7336) or 
Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 

020 7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 

Linage adverts can only be 
used by private individuals. All 
commercial enquiries must be 
addressed to Richard Gresham 
(see contact details above). 

DN cannot accept responsibility 
for loss or damage of adverts or 
letters during forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 


r Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a J 
classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


ee eee 


ad J ol a tad 


he, a Lea a 


| 


L3H mc rie 


ice bon en ee 


al et SEA 


Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 
daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


a a ek a a la a i a a pata a eg 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 


Cost: £6 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £6 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


box linage advert. Cost: £6 per line 


plus £20. Tick box below. 


S Standard linage advert 
O Semi-display linage advert 
CG) Box linage advert 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 41 to 46) 2 


VOLUNTEER TO BEA 
CONVERSATION PARTNER 
Volunteers needed to visit people with 

communication disabilities in their 
on), to have enjoyable 
ations with them. 


homes, (in L 


Contact Patricia Somerset at Connect, 
16-18 Marshalsea Road, London, SEI IHL, 
020 7367 0865 


e-mail: patr asomerset(@ukconnectorg 
lore information about Connect or ¢ 
www.ukconnect.org 


GET CONNECTED -— unique 
helpline putting young people in 
touch with the help they need. 


Volunteers required to give 4 hours 
weekly to listen, support and connect 
callers to appropriate organisations. 


Full training given. West London. 
Travel expenses paid. 


Call Hannah 020 8896 4774 for 
further information, or email 
admin@getconnected.org.uk 


0808s 808 +994 


¢ Personnel — 


en _ Kandidate 


Introduction Agency 


= a 

Call now t e _ For disabled and 

fuee grochur able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 
Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
A member of ABIA 


we ee ew aw ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee _ 
i 


'@2 Find-A-Friend 


i] 

i] i 
i 1 
1 1 
| Alone? Why? You needn’t be! ; 
' Any adult, any age, anywhere ! 
: Able-bodied or Disabled : 
1 Single, bereaved, divorced, separated, partnered 1 
| OF married — choose your own ideal relationship ; 
; to share all life’s activities or needs of which you , 
: feel you are deprived. Your solution begins with: : 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HL_ ! 
, Tel/Fax: Int’ 00+44+ or UK (0)1606 49093 A 


The UK Unattached Register 
For able and disabled 
singles 


e For sale ; 


Small registered home (for disabled) in Cardiff 
area, long term residence, easily run. Audited 
accounts, bargain price due to retirement 
Please supply telephone number/details 
to Box no: DN1 Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


For sale continues on page 43 


INDEPENDENT RECONFIGURATION PANEL 
EIGHT MEMBERS 


Under the NHS Plan, the 

Government is setting up a new body, the 

Independent Reconfiguration Panel (IRP), to advise on 

proposals for NHS reconfigurations and service changes in England. The 


Panel will have a crucial role to play in ensuring that decisions about future service 


configurations are sustainable, fully supporting the process of modernisation and resulting in 
improved services for patients. It will advise on some of the most sensitive issues directly affecting the 


care people receive from the NHS. 


The Department of Health is looking to fill vacancies for Panel Members. The aim is to recruit a balanced group who can 
bring a breadth of experience, skills and knowledge to the Panel's work. If you think you can make a positive contribution to this 


important new body, then please see below for further details. 


The Role 


The NHS is undergoing a major programme of reform, development and 
modernisation as it strives to provide the best possible service for patients. 
Inevitably, changes to service provision (reconfiguration) arouse considerable 
local, and in some cases national, interest. 


The Independent Reconfiguration Panel will: 


¢ Consider proposals for reconfigurations, referred to it by the Secretary of State, 


where local agreement is not achieved 


¢ Consider reconfigurations, referred to it by the Secretary of State, that are of 
national significance 


* Consider proposals against agreed criteria, taking account of both their local 
impact and national objectives 

¢ Encourage the development of locally acceptable solutions throughout its 
consideration 


¢ As its experience broadens, we anticipate that the Panel will produce advice for 
local health and social care communities on the process for major service change. 


The Person 


Dr Peter Barrett, a practising general practitioner and former Regional Chair of 
Trent NHS Executive, has already been appointed to chair the Panel. We are 
now looking to appoint eight further members. 


Two of these will be: 


* Health service professionals able to offer leading-edge thinking on clinical and 
service issues. 


Three will be: 


e Health service managers with practical experience of managing complex 
reconfigurations. 


Three will be: 


¢ Patients’ and citizens’ representatives able to consider issues from the 
perspective of communities and actual or potential service users. 


All members will need to have an understanding of the difficult trade-offs 
involved in any complex organisational change. 


Members will have an equal role within the IRP and will support the Chair in reviewing cases and advising Ministers. 


Members will need to devote up to 4 days a month to the IRP. The location of meetings has still to be determined but is likely to be in central London initially. The 
posts attract an attendance allowance of £135 a day, together with allowances for travelling and subsistence where appropriate. 


How to apply 


For further details please contact Martin Houghton on 020 7972 4164. For an application pack please contact Kathleen Keane at the Department of Health, Room 
LG04, Wellington House, 133-155 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UG (Tel: 020 7972 4684). Completed application forms should be received in the Department of » 


Health by 12 October 2001. 


The Department of Health welcomes applications regardless of age, gender, race, disability or sexual 
orientation. The Department is committed to the principle of public appointments based on merit with iS 
D H D e pa lf tm e nt independent assessment, openness and transparency of process. Political activity will not be a criterion for Oo 
o 
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dts ARE YOU DETERMINED TO INNOVATE? 


Department of Trade and Industry 


determined to innovate Central London - From £15,549 to £18,500 


Here at the DTI we have front line responsibility within Government for supporting British business. Our aim is to increase 
competitiveness and scientific excellence in order to generate higher levels of growth and productivity. This takes place 
against a background of rapid change in European and world markets, including the emergence of fast-growing 


knowledge-driven industries. 


We are looking for individuals who are enthusiastic about contributing to the DTI’s aims and achievements. The roles 
are varied but generally involve providing secretarial support to senior management either in operational or 


administrative areas. 


SECRETARIAL SUPPORT 


You will need to have: 


¢ 5 GCSE passes (Grade C or above) including English Language and Mathematics OR; 


¢ NVQ in Business Administration at Level 2 OR; 


¢ At least 3 years’ office-based work experience in a comparable position. 


Your ability to communicate effectively, to organise and prioritise your workload and to contribute to the 
effectiveness of the office, are also essential. Good keyboard skills (a minimum of 40 wpm plus an ability to 
type from an audio tape) are required, and will be tested as part of the selection process. A sound knowledge of 
computer software particularly experience of MS Word, Excel, Outlook and PowerPoint would be an advantage, 


but full training will be given. 


Starting salaries are from £15,549. Benefits include a generous holiday allowance, an interest free season ticket 
loan and a non-contributory index-linked pension. There are also opportunities for part-time and flexible working. 


For further information and an application pack about these interesting and challenging roles, please contact 
Siobhan Markey (our representative at CPG, our retained consultancy) on 020 7562 1653 between the hours 
8.30am-6.00pm (weekdays) and on 0800 7830755 at all other times, fax 020 7588 8013, email 
dti@centrepointgroup.co.uk or write to CPG, 16 St Helens Place, London EC3A 6DP. 


To apply on-line, please visit www.centrepointgroup.co.uk 


For more information about the DTI, please visit www.dti.gov.uk 


The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 5th October 2001. 


The Department of Trade & Industry is an equal opportunity employer and aims to reflect the diversity 
of British Society. We welcome applications regardless of gender, race, disability or sexuality. EV ESS ORSNG Pe 
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Classified 43 


It takes all sorts to make a great City 


The Corporation of London is a unique organisation with a wide and rare spectrum of responsibilities. It provides 
the full range of dedicated local government services necessary to support the City of London as the leading 
international financial centre. Additionally, the Corporation has many important responsibilities which extend far 


beyond the City itself. It employs more than 4,000 people. 


Fully committed to equality in service provision and all aspects of employment, we welcome job applications 


from all sections of the community. 
Contribute to your capital. Come and make a difference. 


Please see local and national press for jobs currently available or visit our website 


on www.corpoflondon.gov.uk for more details. 


The Brokerage now manages the Business Traineeship Programme for the Corporation. 


For additional information visit their website on www.thebrokerage.org.uk 


¢ For sale 


MK MOBILITY LTD — New and reconditioned 
electric wheelchairs, scooters, armchairs and a range 
of accessories such as walking sticks and bath aids. 
Mechanical back up, servicing and part 
exchange options available. MK Mobility Limited 
provides for all disabled people's needs. 
For further information contact 
Michael Rich on 01905 773654. 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


38-40 Perry Street 
AS Extra Str Playpens. 
OOS raiceecruenis Northfleet 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. Al Kent 
High Quality Fair prices cri ( ’ 
DA11 8RE 


Information Phone 01993 842885 


Gravesham Mobility 


“We care for your care” 


e Mobility scooters 
e Stairlifts 
e All invalid accessories 


01474 564897 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


VW Caravelle 2.4, diesel, 1996 N, red. Lowering suspension, tip up forward facing rear seats, 
lowered rear access £12,250 
Renault Kangoo 1.9, diesel, 1998 S, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £8,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. 4 passengers, driver and wheelchair, 
WAV conversion £9,750 
Austin/Rover Montego 2.0, LXi, 1994 M, estate, auto, only 55k miles, very clean. Fitted with 
hand controls. £1,750 
Fiat Fiorino 1.3, petrol, 1993 L, 2 seats in rear, Universal Mobility WAV £2,895 


New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo and Citroen Berlingo Multispace WAVs - call for prices and spec’. 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 

Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 

e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk aGilenea ples 

website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk f—— 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2000 W Berlingo Chairman 1.4, lowering & Winch 4K miles 

2000 W Kangoo Diesel Gleneagles, 8K miles 

1999 T Trafic liberty D, 14K miles & Air-con 

1997 R Chairman Fiorino D, 34k miles 

1997 P Trafic LWB hitop day camper, Tail lift 19K miles 


1994 M Chairman Escort 1.3 petrol, 31K miles 
1991 J Brotherwood Prairie MK2, 72k miles 


Nissan Vanette Cargo & Renault Trafic models 
Fiat Scudos by Universal Mobility 


£11,750 
£10,750 
£10,500 
£6,250 
£10,500 
£6,250 
£7,750 


Choice of 10 
Choice of 3 


A selection of 35 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


01634 243596 
www.gfclarke.co.uk 


CLARKE MOBILITY 
SNODLAND, KENT 


*Holidays  —(co 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, 

bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire 

with hand controls, adapted 

vans and plenty to see and do. 

Contact: David Player 

Tel: 00 351 289 393636 

Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2001. 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 
e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com 


BRYN MEIRION GUEST HOUSE 
Amiwch Road, Benllech, 
Anglesey, North Wales, LL74 8SR 
Tel: 01248 853118 


Hotel adapted for wheelchair users. Ensuite 
rooms including two specialised rooms with 
electric ceiling hoists and electric beds. Book 
now to avoid disappointment. Dine at Dragons 
Nest for your evening meal. 


Royal College of Nursing of the United Kingdom 


Even nurses sometimes 
need help... 


The Royal College of Nursing is the UK’s leading professional 
association for nurses, representing the professional and 
employment interests of nurses, nursing students and health care 
assistants. Our membership is currently 330,000 strong and 
growing. 


The organisation is developing a welfare service for nurses, 
providing advice, information and counselling on personal, health 
and financial concerns, and is seeking an experienced welfare rights 
adviser to join our team of career, disability and immigration 
advisers and counsellors in the full time role of:- 


Adviser - RCN Nurseline 


£34,065 - £43,878 pa inc 


This post is responsible for developing and operating a resource 
and advice service, managing the RCN Benevolent Funds and 
contributing to a range of RCN activities. To apply, you will need to 
be educated to degree level, with knowledge of issues affecting 
nurses and nursing, two years’ experience of managing and 
delivering a welfare rights, money and benefits advice service. Able 
to plan, prioritise and organise your workload to meet deadlines, 
you will work well under pressure and possess excellent 
communication skills. This post is based at our UK Headquarters in 
Central London and involves UK-wide travel with occasional 
overnight stays. 


If you would like to talk to someone about the post please call Dee 
Borley on 020 7647 3880. 


In return, the RCN offers excellent terms and conditions of 
employment including 28 days annual leave (rising to 32 days after 
2 years service), a generous contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme and a non-smoking work environment. 


For further details and an application form (CV’s in isolation will not be 
accepted) please e-mail recruit@rcn.org.uk or write to Shirnette 
Giscombe, Recruitment Officer, Personnel Department, Royal College of 
Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G ORN quoting job reference 
RCN/2486. Closing date for receipt of applications: 19 October. Interviews 
will held in London: w/c 29 October 2001. 


The RCN is a registered charity which pro- 
motes the art and science of nursing. We 
are committed to equal opportunities and 
welcome applications 

from job sharers. 


Royal College 
of Nursing 


VOLUNTEER ~<.,..\ 


ADVOCATES NEEDED! \"™/” 


Advocacy Partners urgently needs to recruit Citizen Advocates for people 
with learning disabilities living in Southwest London and Surrey. 


We offer free training and on-going support for this valuable and 
rewarding role and particularly welcome interest from people from 
black and ethnic minority communities. 


For an application form and further information, please contact 
ADVOCACY PARTNERS, 6 Lind Road, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 4PJ. 
Tel: 020 8643 7111. Fax: 020 8643 7199. 


E-mail: email@advocacypartners.org.uk 
or visit our website on www.advocacypartners.org.uk 


e Courses 


Are you a Disabled or Deaf Artist? In ANY Art Form? 


WANT TO START A NEW CAREER? 


“Leading the Way’ is a FREE, part-time, higher education course for Disabled and Deaf artists. 
It will enable you to learn the skills and expertise needed to become an Arts Workshop 
Leader. In turn it will enhance career prospects in your chosen art form. The course will be run 
in partnership by North West Disability Forum with the Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts. 
It will take place in Liverpool between February and April 2002, on one day each week for twelve 
weeks. All your access requirements will be met (for example sign language interpreters, personal 
assistants etc). Closing date for applications: Wednesday | 4th November 2001. 


Further details, application forms and enquiries to: 
Mickey Fellowes, NWDAF, CADT Building, 
2a Franceys Street, Liverpool, L3 5YQ. 


Tel: 0151-707-1733 * Minicom: 0151-706-0365 
Fax: 0151-708 9355 ¢ email: training@nwdaf.co.uk 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Dennen ee ee 
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(link 


WEST YORKSHIRE 


ARTLINK WEST YORKSHIRE, 
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES IN THE ARTS. 


Artlink West Yorkshire, an open access arts organisation 
based in Leeds, requires a Director and Arts Co-oridnator 
to build on and develop the work of the organisation. 


Director 
£23,000 to £25,000 


A dynamic leader with a minimum of five years management 
experience in the arts and a proven track record in fund raising, 
marketing and business development. 


Arts Co-ordinator 


3 days per week £14,000 to £16,000 pro rata 
with two years experience of planning and implementing arts 
programmes with people with learning or physical disabilities, 
mental health service users or older people across art forms. 


Deadline for applications 15th October 
Interviews: Director 29th October; Arts Co-ordinator 12th November. 


For application information please identify which job you are 
interested in and contact: Angela Busby, Artlink West Yorkshire, 
191 Belle Vue Road, Leeds LS3 1HG. Tel: 0113 2431005 
email: artlink.westyorks@dial.pipex.com 


Artlink West Yorkshire is an equal opportunities employer. 


the 


Learning for Adults at 
the Heart of London 


An application form and 
further details can be 
obtained from 
Personnel Services 
The City Lit 
16 Stukeley Street 
London 
WC2B 5LJ 
Tel: 020 7405 5196 
(Minicom Available) 


Email: recruitment@ 
citylit.ac.uk 
www.citylit.ac.uk 


The City Lit is committed 
to equal opportunities. 


Awarded for excellence 


Based in the heart of London, with a reputation for 
high quality teaching and a wide range of courses, 
the City Lit holds a unique position 

in adult education provision. 


Teacher Co-ordinator - 
Section for Independence 
Through Education (SITE) 


Outreach SLDD/Skills for Work 
35 hours per week 


£24,458 - £27,037 pa inc 
(one year initially) 


Ref: G1475 


You will set up and co-ordinate a range of outreach 
activities for the SITE programme, supporting students 
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities 
to access new learning opportunities. You will 
co-ordinate and deliver new ICT provision for 
students with moderate to severe learning difficulties, 
liaise directly with employers and employment 
agencies to set up work placements and support 
students on the Skills for Work programme. You will 
also establish disability awareness training courses 
for employers, develop new links with external 
partners, and develop off-site taster programmes 
for new students. 


You will be appropriately qualified, have knowledge 
of educational provision for and experience of 
teaching adults with learning difficulties and/or 
disabilities and have experience of teaching ICT. 


Closing date for applications: Noon, Monday 
15th October 2001 


Workstep: New contracts procurement 


PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Birkdale Clinic: my practice has a relaxed and tranquil 
atmosphere. The aim of the treatment, which comes 
about as a result of co-operation between myself, as the 
therapist, and the patients, is to empower, encourage 
and motivate the person to regain their confidence and 
awareness of their body. Call Mrs Bondarenko, 


Tel: 020 8998 9403 


Newlands Country House, Suffolk ) 


Purpose built grade 1 wheelchair accessible 
suites, 4 diamonds. All rooms en-suite, tv. 
Ample carparking, large garden. Mid-week breaks 
available. For details tel: 01502 722164. | 
www.SmoothHound.com 


Poole, Dorset 
3-bedroomed chalet in holiday complex 
with spacious wheelchair access, ramp etc. | 
Dates available in Sept, Oct & Nov. 
Tel: 01525 634129 after 6pm 


Millennium prices now available. 
“Hacienda-el-Miguel” the Costa 
Blanca. Disabled friendly holiday 
-7S12\ apartment for up to 6. Suitable for 
4 adults plus 2 children (max). 
Ring or write soon to avoid 
disappointment. Mick Benford, Holiben, 6 Chaston 
Place, Kettering, Northants, NN16 9TF, tel: (01536) 
523591, e-mail: benfordmichael@hotmail.com or 
mick@holiben.co.uk, website: www.holiben.co.uk 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


Employment 
Service 


Part of the Department for Work and Pensions 


WORKSTEP is the £156m supported employment programme managed by the Employment Service across England, Wales and Scotland. WORKSTEP provides 
employment support for over 22,000 disabled people who face more complex barriers to getting and keeping a job. To assist the programme’s current 
modernisation, the Government has allocated additional funding, £10m of which will be used to provide 2,000 new opportunities to disabled people who 
require supported employment help. The Employment Service plans to set up a small number of new WORKSTEP contracts to run from April 2002 onwards. 
These new contracts will run for two years to March 2004, with the option to extend, subject to funding availability. 


This is a small scale expansion of WORKSTEP, and 15 areas have been prioritised for delivery of these new opportunities. We are therefore inviting expressions 


of interest for the following locations: 


Hull & South Humber 

Bristol & Somerset 

Norfolk, Suffolk & Lincolnshire 
Greater Manchester 


Anglesey/Gwynedd & Conwy 


Carmarthenshire, Swansea, Neath 


& Port Talbot 


Barnsley & Doncaster Merseyside 


Detailed information on the above areas is included in the Expression of Interest 
pack (see below). 


WORKSTEP requirement: 


WORKSTEP aims to ensure the right support for individuals so that they can 
work and develop in their job. Disabled people eligible for WORKSTEP may 
include people with any disability who would not be able to work effectively 
without the degree of support WORKSTEP offers. Around 45% of current 
programme participants are people with learning disabilities or mental 
health conditions. 


Through WORKSTEP providers, the programme offers individually tailored 
support to supported employees and their employers, based on a development 
plan agreed with all parties. Supported employees should have access to relevant 
support, including long-term support where needed, and the opportunity where 
appropriate to progress to working without WORKSTEP support. Examples of 
specific support will vary but might include job coaching, mentoring, advice to 
workplace colleagues, disability awareness raising and help to gain specific job 
or personal skills. Programme providers will be required to work closely with 
employers to identify suitable job opportunities and negotiate development plans 
to meet the needs of both the individual and the job. 
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South West London 
West London 


Northumberland & 
County Durham 


Black Country & Solihull 


Glasgow/East & West 
Dunbartonshire and Lanarkshire 


Highlands & Islands 
North East London 


Providers can be local authorities, or from the voluntary or private sectors. We 
welcome partnership proposals and would particularly encourage proposals 
from organisations new to the programme. 


Providers must be able to provide places for between 30 and 100 WORKSTEP 
employees and will be asked to demonstrate that they have the necessary 
infrastructure and skills. 


Next Steps 


If you wish to make a formal Expression of Interest you are asked to complete 
an Expression of Interest (EOI) form. EOI forms must be returned to the tender 
officer no later than noon on Friday 2 November 2001. From this, 
selected bidders will be invited to complete a full proposal which will then be 
sifted to a final shortlist. Posttender negotiations will be completed before a 
contract is confirmed as awarded. Full information and the EO! form is included 
in the Expression of Interest pack. You can order an Expression of Interest pack 
by contacting Mick Furniss on 0114 259 5859 or 0114 259 7869. Minicom 
users can contact him on 0114 275 6393. Packs can also be requested by 
email to mick.furniss@employment.gov.uk The Expression of 
Interest pack also includes details of four information events to be 
held across the country. Please complete and return the stencil, 
found in the pack, if you wish to attend one of the events. 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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CAPITA RAS 


www.capitaras.co.uk 


SOCIAL POLICY RESEARCH UNIT 


Research Fellow (Grade 1A) 


Outcomes for Disabled Service Users 
Salary range: £19,292 - £21,079 p.a. 


The Unit is seeking to appoint a Research Fellow who will work on a newly funded study 
of Outcomes for Disabled Service Users. The project is funded by the Department of 


Health and Dr Jennifer Harris directs this stream of work. 


CARDIFF AND VALE 
COALITION OF 


DISABLED 
PEOPLE 
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Chairman & Chief Executive - 
The Security Industry Authority — London (initially) 


The private security industry has long recognised the 
need for an effective regulatory framework. The 
creation of the Security Industry Authority - a new 
non-departmental public body established under the 
Private Security Industry Act 2001 - is designed to 
meet this need in full by providing licensing 
arrangements for individual security operatives, 
running a voluntary ‘approved contractors’ scheme 
for companies, and driving standards upwards across 
the industry. The new regulations will cover all kinds 
of security companies and contractors, including 
sectors such as premises guarding, private 
investigation and wheel-clamping. 


Two high-calibre individuals are now sought to lead, 
manage and develop the new Authority. Both posts 
will initially be based in Central London till the SIA's 
permanent base is established, and are for a fixed 
term of three years, with the possibility of subse- 
quent extension. 


Chairman 
(part-time role - £350 per day) 


Chairing a board made up of interested parties 
including the police and local authorities as well as 
the industry itself, you will be accountable to the 
Secretary of State for overseeing the management of 
the Authority, providing clear leadership and 
formulating overall strategy for ministerial approval. 
You will also represent the Authority in discussions 
with the Home Office and supervise the effective 
operation of all committees and sub-committees. 
The role is likely to require a commitment of 2-3 
days a week, though this may be flexible. 


Widely experienced at Board or top management 
level, you will have an impressive record of leading 
teams to facilitate the achievement of common 
objectives. Demonstrably independent of the private 
security industry, you will nevertheless have the ability 
to develop an informed understanding of its 
operations and constituent parts. Your proven 
strengths in negotiation and communication will 
ideally be backed by an understanding of public- 
sector processes. Ref: B595| 


Chief Executive 


£59,088-£98,494 

(or more for exceptional candidate) 
Shaping and guiding the Authority through its initial 
months, you will also establish its long-term 
direction, building and managing a team of up to | 10 
staff. Liaising with government, police, local 
authorities and other stakeholders, you will be 
responsible for developing licensing criteria, 
introducing the licensing process and setting approval 
criteria. Working closely with others, you will seek 
to raise skills, training and supervisory standards 
across the industry. 


You will be a confident and decisive leader with 
proven experience of initiating and implementing 
substantial project programmes. An effective 
manager of people, resources and logistics, you 
should be familiar with public-sector processes - 
including financial management, business policy and 
procurement - and, ideally, PPP arrangements as well 
as security industry issues. With your assured 
communication skills, you will be capable of 
developing a positive, open culture that recognises 
the concerns of all interested parties without 
compromising the SIA's independence or business 
mission. Ref: B5949 


For further information and an application form (to 
be returned by |6th October 2001), please write to 
Capita RAS, Innovation Court, New Street, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG2! 7AB, or telephone 
01325 745170 (24 hours), or fax 01256 383787. 
Internet: www.capitaras.co.uk In all cases, please 
quote the appropriate reference. 


The Home Office is an equal opportunities employer. We 
welcome applications from candidates regardless of 
ethnic origin, religious belief, 

gender, sexual orientation, 

disability or any other irrelevant 

factors. 


Home Office 


BUILDING A SAFE, JUST 
AND TOLERANT SOCIETY 


Cardiff and Vale Coalition of Disabled People is a local organisation 
of disabled people. With an active Executive Committee, large membership 
and a hard working staff team, the Coalition runs a highly respected 
Independent Living Scheme (ILS), lobbies Government on disability issues, 


and represents the interests of disabled people in Cardiff and the Vale of 


We are seeking a person with skills and experience of social research and working with 
disabled people. The study will involve working closely with social services and health 
professionals in one or more local settings to develop appropriate outcome-focused 
instrumentation for use in assessment and review. The successful candidate will have a 
good honours degree in a relevant social science discipline, prior experience of working 
with disabled people and of liaising with social services. 


Glamorgan to service providers. 


Chief Executive (re-advertisement) 
Salary £25,473 — £27,717 


The post is full-time and is available for three years. 

For further information and details of how to apply, please write to the Personnel The Coalition is seeking to recruit a dynamic Chief Executive who has the vision, 
Office, University of York, Heslington, York YO10 5DD or email: jobs@york.ac.uk quoting 
reference number 33/6099, or see http://www.york.ac.uk/admin/persnl/jobs/6099.htm 
Closing date: 19 October 2001. 


THE UNIVERSITY OfYork 


commitment and skills to successfully steer the organisation through a period of transition 


and expansion regarding the ILS, policy and training and membership development. 


You will need proven all round management skills, together with knowledge and experience 
of project and service development, voluntary sector funding, working to deadlines and 
collaborative working with staff, management committee, users and other service providers. 


You will also have direct experience of disability discrimination, a commitment to the 


DisabilityNOW 


The campaigning newspaper 
that puts you in the picture 


principles of the social model of disability, and substantial knowledge of the disability sector. 
THIS POST IS OPEN TO DISABLED PEOPLE ONLY. 


For a job application and information pack please contact: Cardiff and Vale Coalition of 
Disabled People, Cowbridge Court, 60 Cowbridge Road West, Ely, Cardiff CF'5 5BS. 
Telephone: 029 2025 5611, Fax 029 2025 5621, e-mail info@evcdp.demon.co.uk 


Come and see us at Kid-E-Quip 
Reebok Stadium, Bolton (Junction 6, M61) 
31st October — 1st November 2001. 
Stand 82 
Pick up a copy of November 2001. 


Previous applicants need not re-apply. 


Closing date for applications: 12 noon, Wednesday 7 Nov 2001 
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FAST STREAM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


here’s a lot more to the Inland Revenue than 

meets the eye. Far from the traditional image, 
we're a modern, forward-thinking employer at 
the leading edge of finance - and we’re seeking 
the most outstanding graduates to join us. 

On our Fast Stream development programme, 
you'll be part of an elite - this programme's 
designed for people with the potential to reach 
the highest levels of the civil service. It goes 
without saying that it’s far from easy, but, 
if you’ve got the commitment as well as the 
ability, the future rewards can be immense. 

As a Fast Stream trainee you will gain 
valuable experience in both our core business 
of tax and tax credits as well as policy and 
Strategic management. 

Whichever route you follow, the Fast Stream 
programme gets your career off to the best 
possible start. After that, you'll have the freedom 
to make your own choices - and decide for 
yourself how to use the skills you’ve acquired. 

lf you’re a UK national with a second-class 
honours degree or higher, find out more. 
Contact 01325 745539, quoting A/02/320/000, 
for an application pack or e-mail 
irs@capita.co.uk or visit our website: 
www. inlandrevenue.gov.uk/recruitment 


At the Inland Revenue we welcome people from all 
backgrounds so that our own workforce mirrors the 
community we serve. 


Revenue 


= Unmeris Health 


OUTREACH AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICER (FRIDA NETWORK) 
28 hours/£20,968 (pro rata) 


TRANSPORT 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REGIONS 


Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions 


is having an Fixed term contract until September 2003 (possibility of extension). 


Open Day 


on 


Tuesday 16 October 2001 


The Frida Network, a London self-help network of disabled women with 
gynaecological health needs is looking for an experienced outreach worker to 
strengthen and build the network. You will be developing and leading support and 
training programmes for disabled women who want to become network volunteers. 
You will have experience of community outreach work, organising projects 


and an understanding of the issues for disabled women with different impairments. 


For a job pack, contact Women’s Health, 52 Featherstone Street, EC1Y 8RT. 


Free Admission 


Email: womenshealth@pop3.poptel.org.uk or Fax: 020 7250 4152 


This advert and the job pack are available, on request, in Braille, on tape or in large print. 


At Eland House, Bressenden Place, London SW1 
(5 Minutes from Victoria BR and tube) 


© Find out more from Ministers and others about how we 
operate and how to join us. 
© Find out just how relevant our work is to the way you live 
your life. 
© Join in with interactive sessions and discussions with key 
speakers (you may win a prize!). 


Dolphin e Website maintenance 
Internet °® Competitive prices 
Services ¢ Website design 


LISTENING TO e Website hosting 
YOUR NEEDS © Graphic design 


Closing date: 26 October 2001 
Interview date: 7 November 2001 


Disabled women are particularly encouraged = 
Te eee a e MMOS 


meet the essential requirements will be offered an 


interview. SDA exemption (section 7(2)e) applies. 


Payday Services provides payroll services for voluntary and non-profit 


making organisations, home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 


The campaigning newspaper Specialist providers of website 
E if design for charitable organisations 
that puts you in the picture and small businesses. For a friendly We do everything necessary for you to pa 


and reliable service, phone us to 
arrange a no obligation interview. 


Disability Now is also available on Does your organisation need 
Cassette, e-mail and disk. a website? Phone us TODAY 
Contact Talking Newspapers on 01435 862737 SA age itis Beata 


For a FREE information pack 


your employees correctly. 
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Easy riding with 


Ti mark this month’s cycling 
feature, here’s a real treat for one 
of you competition addicts 
out there. POWABYKE is a 
UK based company that 
specialises in the design of 
electric bikes and trikes. 

Their products demon- 
strate the current trend 
towards more energy effi- 
cient and greener modes of 
transport. What’s more, this 
excellent give-away will give 
one lucky winner all the 
benefits of traditional 
cycling without the effort! 


This 20in wheel, electric Powatryke (worth 
£795) has many uses and has proved to be an 
ideal mobility vehicle for physically 

disabled customers. The trike is cheap 

to run, costing about 1.5 pence per 

mile, and has a range of 15 miles per 

charge at approximately 15mph. 

You don’t need a licence to ride it 

and parking is free. If you like the 

sound of this, return your entry to 

our FREEPOST address. 
For information 

about POWABYKE 
products, call 

01225 787177 or visit 
www.powabyke.com 


f } 


~TANNI 


GREY-THOMPSON our excerpt from Seize The Day, Tanni Grey-Thompson’s 


—= autobiography on page 17. If this taster has whet your 
i il appetite for an inspirational story, look no further, because you 
oe 


N o doubt, the sports fans among you will have already read 


could win one of a dozen copies of the book (worth £17.99) which is 
published in hardback by Hodder & Stoughton on 4 October. 
Although Tanni is best known for her outstanding performances as 
a world-class athlete, her book is not just a sporting autobiography. 

_ She talks openly about her childhood, living with spina bifida and 
her continued conflict with society’s acceptance of disabled people. 
If you're not feeling lucky, you can order a copy of Seize the Day 
(ISBN: 0 340 81971 5) by contacting Hodder & Stoughton on 


SEIZE THE DAY 0207 873 6163 


Your Holidays 


DN is planning holiday 
features for January, 
February and March. 
Let us know where 
you were, what it was 
like and any tips you 
have for other readers. 
Send to Dan Batten, 
6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW 
0207 619 7323 
editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


Tony’s Holistic Centre 


As featured in The Guardian and Disability Now 


Tony’s Holistic Centre specialises in providing information, 
consultation and medication to individuals with: 


HIV, Cancer, MS, Arthritis 
and Chronic Pain 


10 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 9DU 
Tel: 020 7837 5223 Fax: 020 7837 5554 
E-mail: tonysorganics@hotmail.com 


Powabyke 
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@ PARTY CONFERENCES 


What are they planning this time? 


@ GROWING OLD 


How people with disabilities cope 


@ HALLOWE’EN 
DN gets spooky 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


| (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
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; Disability Now until further notice 
1 Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O : 
ito my home address 
; INES) ahs eee rp er Lael nc ccc a RO 
WJACOLGSS ihe eee tny getter nt: a toens, sas Uns taye Me ee ise 1 
i 1 
preterit aaenothnnnetrninate 
Peace seo ca eec eee ccs ae sauce tart coag eves cars sgeuccxu Suet ures th uceitvsuavsusssustetua toa eaecvutauieticsdiva Toes I 
POStCOC6 sapien ia eire tre: vei omer cre ante fA cn 
I i 
PS (Gn alULo wearer et ee ee etter cammeet i 
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‘It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart | 
| Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. V 
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£1.80 October 2001 


At Lewis Reed, we don’t simply build quality wheelchair accessible 


vehicles, we tailor them to your most specific needs. With easy access features. 
Superb visibility. Superior comfort. And exceptional levels of safety. 

Through our flexible deposit plan and ownership schemes, we can also 
make it easier for you to choose the vehicle that best suits vou. Whilst our 
friendly after-sales service is never more than a phone call away. 

So if you’re looking for a vehicle built around real customer service. send 


for a brochure today. And discover for yourself how nothing less than a 


Lewis Reed Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle will do. ee 


“No obligation” t 
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